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Q: What is a “common plan” of development? 

A: A common plan of development is a contiguous area where multiple separate and distinct construction activi-
ties may be taking place at different times on different schedules under one common plan. The "common plan" 
of development or sale is broadly defined as any announcement or piece of documentation (including a sign, 
public notice or hearing, sales pitch, advertisement, drawing, permit application, zoning request, computer de-
sign, etc.) or physical demarcation (including boundary signs, lot stakes, surveyor markings, etc.) indicating con-
struction activities may occur on a specific plot. An example of this would be a subdivision.  
 

Q: What is the Standard Plan and whom may use this Plan? 

A: Wake County Staff created a Standard Erosion & Sediment Control Plan for individual 
lots, designed to meet local, State and Federal requirements. The Standard Plan is for    
applicants developing lots with disturbed areas less than one acre when occurring in a 
common plan. The Standard Plan for Individual Lots is available on Wake County’s website. 
Wake County reserves the right to require a Custom Plan/Permit as needed.  

 
Q: What are the advantages of using the Standard Plan for Individual Lots? 

A: The plan has been created by Wake County; reducing time and costs to prepare a Cus-
tom Plan. Applicants eligible to submit the Standard Plan are processed under the express 
permitting process; this reduces additional time and fees associated with the previous 30-
day review cycle. Furthermore, the County’s Standard Plan is consistent with the State’s 
revised NCGO1 permit requirements; aiding those whom follow the Plan to be compliant 
with not only the County’s requirements, but the State and Federal requirements as well.  

 
Q: Who is not eligible to use the Standard Plan for Individual Lots? 

A: The following are not eligible to use the Standard Plan; a custom erosion control plan 
must be prepared and submitted for the 30-day review cycle (then submit as Subdivision)  
This includes lots that have:  

 
 

 
 
 

 

Q: How do I apply for a permit?  

A: To apply for a permit, an applicant must do so using Wake County’s Permit Portal.      
Instructions and How-To Guides for the Permit Portal are available on the website. Appli-
cants must register for an account, if no previous account exists, and then apply for a 
“Watershed Management: Land Disturbance- Individual Lot(s) permit. Please refer to the 
checklist for all necessary items to be submitted.  

Single Lot Frequently Asked Questions  

Wake County Environmental Services: 

Q: Who needs to apply for a single lot permit? 
A: As of April 1, 2019, Erosion and Sediment (E&SC) plans and 
permits are required for land disturbance under one acre 
when they are part of a common plan of development for that 
tract of land that has exceeded one acre.  

• Development(s) > than 1 
acre 

• Receive run-on • Basement(s)  

• Mass Grading • A location in or adjacent 
to a High-Quality Water 
Zone 

• Jurisdictional wetlands 
or creeks within 100 
feet of the lot(s). 

• A stream crossing 

http://www.wakegov.com/water/stormwater/erosion/Documents/Erosion%20Details%20PDF/LotbyLotECdetail.pdf
http://www.wakegov.com/permitportal/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.wakegov.com/permitportal/Pages/howto.aspx
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Q: How much will this permit cost? 

Initial Plan Review Fee $250 / acre (minimum fee  $250) 

Grading Permit Fee $250 / acre (minimum fee $250) 

Plan Revision Fee  $75 / acre 

Plan Renewal Fees, 2 year $250 / acre 

Plan Renewal Fees, 1 year $125 / acre 
 

Example 0.75 ac of disturbance; fees due total $500 for plan review and permit 

Q: How long does the express permitting process take? 

A: The review cycle is seven business days for completed applications; express permitting 
commences once all fees have been paid. Applicants must apply through Wake County’s 
Permit Portal and submit all the required documents. 
 

Q: Do I still need a Pre-Construction Meeting for just one lot? 

A: In some cases, preconstruction meetings may be necessary. Preconstruction meetings 
may be onsite or in-office; discretion will be left to the Wake County Sediment & Erosion 
Control Inspector. Permittees that commence work on the site before the preconstruction 
meeting has been held may be subject to a Notice of Violation and civil penalties of up to 
$5,000 per day per violation.  

 

Q: Will I still receive my NCG01 permit automatically? 

A: No. As April 1, 2019, NCG01 permits must be applied for via the State’s online portal via 
www.deq.nc.gov/NCG01. Once you have received your Plan Approval Letter, visit the States 
website and submit an e-NOI through their electronic portal.   

 

Q: What is required to submit? 

A: Permit Application, Financially Responsible Party Form, Site Plans  (custom or standard); 
with a custom plan you may need supporting calculations for basin design, swales, etc. 

FIELD INSPECTION STAFF 

Betsy Pearce, Program Lead 

919-868-6414 

 

Alan Alcock  919-868-2560 

Cinnamon Black 919-742-8142 

Andrew Lake  919-594-0895 

Jeevan Neupane 919-819-8907 

Karyn Pageau 919-796-8769 

Scott Reams 919-868-4986 

RESOURCES 

Wake County Single Lot Information 

http://www.wakegov.com/water/stormwater/erosion/

Pages/single_lot.aspx  

Sediment & Erosion Control Details:  

http://www.wakegov.com/water/stormwater/erosion/

Pages/erosionspecs.aspx 

Wake County Permit Portal: (use Chrome) 

http://www.wakegov.com/permitportal 

Applying Through the Portal:  

http://www.wakegov.com/water/stormwater/Pages/

default.aspx   

http://www.deq.nc.gov/NCG01
http://www.wakegov.com/water/stormwater/erosion/Pages/single_lot.aspx
http://www.wakegov.com/water/stormwater/erosion/Pages/single_lot.aspx
http://www.wakegov.com/water/stormwater/erosion/Pages/erosionspecs.aspx
http://www.wakegov.com/water/stormwater/erosion/Pages/erosionspecs.aspx
http://www.wakegov.com/permitportal/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.wakegov.com/water/stormwater/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.wakegov.com/water/stormwater/Pages/default.aspx

