WAKE COUNTY
BIG SWEEP

! [[dd:4[8 | 2020 CANCELLED Spring Schedule
WAKE COUNTY ~ List of Watershed Cleanups ~

Dear Big Sweep Volunteers across Wake County and beyond,

The COVID-19 pandemic has completely altered our 2020 Spring Big Sweep Schedule,
cancelling all our scheduled cleanups from March through May. Safety of our Big Sweep Zone
Captains and volunteers is always our top priority. Pending the status of COVID-19, we hope
to be back sweepin’ our creeks, lakes, wetlands, parks & neighborhoods clean this fall.

HEALTH ADVISORY: Wwake County Big Sweep advises you NOT to pick up litter in your
neighborhood during this pandemic. According to reports from global health services,
COVID-19 can live on cardboard for 24 hours and up to 2-3 days on plastic. The Top Ten most
littered items are those that have been in someone’s mouth and hands such as drink cups,
bottles, cans, straws, and cigarette butts. For your safety and that of others, please leave litter
where it lies until this health emergency is over. Thank you for your patience!

SATURDAY — MARCH 14, 2020 Groundwater Awareness Week!

RALEIGH
Shelley Lake ~~ CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19

For Daniels Magnet Middle School students, teachers, and families ONLY! Led by Zone Captain
and science teacher Richard Kowaleski.

SATURDAY — MARCH 21, 2020 International Day of Forests (March 22 = World Water Day) \

RALEIGH CANCELLED DUE TO CONSTRUCTION

Crabtree Creek at Lassiter Mill Park ~~
For St. David’s School students, parents, faculty and staff ONLY! Led by Zone Captain and

Science Teacher Molly Bostic.

SATURDAY - APRIL 4, 2020 ‘

CARY

Town of Cary ~~ CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19
(Neuse: Walnut, Crabtree, Swift and Middle Creeks; Cape Fear: Lower & Upper New Hope Creeks)
VOLUNTEERS WELCOME! Numerous time slots & cleanup sites across town!

Please join us! Volunteers are needed for the Town of Cary’s Spring Litter Sweep on Sat., April 4",
Join us at one of our organized sweep sites or we can help you organize a project in a location of your
choice. All supplies and materials are provided, including trash pickup service at the completion of
the project.

Adults must accompany those 15 & younger. All volunteers should search “Spruce” at
https://www.townofcary.org/ to register and learn more.

Questions? Contact Zone Captain Sarah Justice at sarah.justice@townofcary.org

MORE >


https://www.townofcary.org/
mailto:sarah.justice@townofcary.org
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WAKE COUNTY BIG SWEEP
B I Gl 2020 CANCELLED Spring Schedule
Select a litter cleanup below. Read site description carefully for requirements

regarding minimum age of volunteers and whether adults must accompany
SWEEPé ss children. Contact Big Sweep Zone Captain or park office directly to pre-register and
to make sure the site is appropriate for your group. All volunteers must sign a
WAKE CUUNTY liability waiver to participate. Dress for the weather and put safety first! Big Sweep
cleanups may be cancelled &/or re-scheduled due to severe weather. Thank you!

| SATURDAY - APRIL 4, 2020 continued...

MORRISVILLE
Lake Crabtree at Lake Crabtree County Park ~~ CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19
VOLUNTEERS WELCOME! 9:00 am to 12 Noon PRIZE RAFFLE!

This event is for ages 5 and up and anyone under the age of 18 must be accompanied by an
adult. Groups with minors must complete waivers prior to the event.

Meet at 9:00 am at Boat Rental Tower to clean up the shore of Lake Crabtree and its connecting
creeks. Gloves, trash bags and data cards will be provided. Cleanup continues until 12 noon.
Pre-registration is required. Register at the following web site:
https://apm.activecommunities.com/wakeparks/Activity Search/4674

If new to online registration system, click "Create an Account" in upper right-hand corner to get
started. Questions? Contact Zone Captain Carol Cunningham at 919-460-3355.

Directions: Lake Crabtree Park is located at 1400 Aviation Parkway, Morrisville, NC 27560. From
I-40, take Exit 285 (Aviation Parkway). Go south towards Morrisville, away from airport. Proceed
downhill less than 1/4 mile and turn left at the light into park. Once in park, take fourth right to go to
Boat Rental Tower.

RALEIGH
Walnut Creek Wetland in southeast Raleigh ~~ CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19
VOLUNTEERS WELCOME! 8:30am Registration; 9:00am-11:00am Cleanup

Raleigh Parks & Recreation, Partners for Environmental Justice, and Wake County Big Sweep invite
you to help in maintaining this one of a kind wetland. Meet at the Walnut Creek Wetland Center
located at 950 Peterson Street, Raleigh, NC 27610.

Please wear work clothes, pants and boots (no open-toed shoes) and bring a water bottle.

Volunteers must pre-register! Contact Zone Captain Frances Carmichael at 919-996-2760 or
WC.WetlandCenter@raleighnc.gov

Directions: From Martin Luther King Blvd., take South State Street to Peterson Street. Turn right onto
Peterson. Walnut Creek Wetland Center is on the corner of Peterson and State Streets.

TUESDAY — APRIL 14, 2020 ‘

RALEIGH

CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19
Bulldog Creek (now a named un-named trib to Hare Snipe Creek) ~~
For York Elementary’s York CreekKeepers ONLY! Led by Zone Co-Captains and 2" grade
Teachers Suzy Greene and Janna Houston.

MORE =>


https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapm.activecommunities.com%2Fwakeparks%2FActivity_Search%2F4674&data=02%7C01%7Csbjones%40wakegov.com%7Cac2db3505bce4c7114f308d7b4cddd60%7Cc5a412d13abf43a48c5b4a53a6cc0f2f%7C0%7C0%7C637176668614222572&sdata=zG2EeXVaq15lImr6JJCfVjX9m3tCf21LGPakml9g3t8%3D&reserved=0
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WAKE COUNTY BIG SWEEP
B I Gl 2020 CANCELLED Spring Schedule
Select a litter cleanup below. Read site description carefully for requirements

regarding minimum age of volunteers and whether adults must accompany
SWEEps ss children. Contact Big Sweep Zone Captain or park office directly to pre-register and
to make sure the site is appropriate for your group. All volunteers must sign a
WAKE CUUNTY liability waiver to participate. Dress for the weather and put safety first! Big Sweep
cleanups may be cancelled &/or re-scheduled due to severe weather. Thank you!

| SATURDAY - APRIL 18, 2020 Day before National Volunteer Week!

RALEIGH
Durant Nature Preserve in North Raleigh ~~ CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19
VOLUNTEERS WELCOME! 9:00am-12:00pm

Help keep Durant Nature Preserve clean by coming out to our Spring Big Sweep! This litter cleanup
is open to all ages as long as an adult is present and helping out as well. All volunteers must sign a
waiver and minors must have a waiver signed by an accompanying adult. Trash bags and gloves will
be provided. Check in will be at 9am at our park office located at 8305 Camp Durant Road. Please
wear closed-toed shoes and appropriate clothing.

Pre-registration is strongly recommended. Volunteers can register online:
https://www.raleighnc.gov/parks/content/ParksRec/Articles/Programs/Volunteer/VolunteerProgram.html
and keep an eye out for Big Sweeps at Durant Nature Preserve to sign up.

Questions? Contact Assistant Park Manager and Big Sweep Zone Captain Jason Kiser at
919-870-2871.

Directions: Durant Nature Preserve is located in north Raleigh. From downtown Raleigh, take Capital
BIlvd/US 1 North. Just past the 540-interchange, turn left at the light onto Durant Road. After 0.5
miles, turn left onto Camp Durant Road. Follow Camp Durant Road until it dead ends

into the preserve.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22, 2020 Earth Day!
WAKE COUNTY - SOUTH
Harris Lake County Park in New Hill ~~ CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19

For employees of Sensus, a Xylem Brand ONLY! Led by Zone Captain Joanne St. Clair.

| SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 2020
FUQUAY-VARINA
South Lakes Greenway ~~ CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19
VOLUNTEERS WELCOME! 9:00 am — 12 Noon
If you are concerned about the quality of local water and want to make your community a healthier,
more beautiful place, then this is your chance. Through the Wake County Big Sweep that’s affiliated
with the worldwide International Coastal Cleanup, you are invited to help clean up our streams,
wetlands, ponds, and lakes. Volunteers under the age of 16 must be accompanied by an adult or
have a liability release form signed by a parent or guardian. For more information and to download a
liability release form (scroll down to #5), visit https://www.fuquay-varina.org/Faq.aspx?QID=73
Meet at 9:00 am at the intersection of SE Fuguay-Varina Parkway and Glenville Lake Drive in South
Lakes Subdivision. Gloves, trash bags and other supplies will be provided. Volunteers should wear
long pants and sturdy shoes or boots. A bad weather make-up day is scheduled for Sat., May 2, 2020.

RALEIGH

Upper Crabtree Creek in western Raleigh ~~ CANCELLED DUE TO CONSTRUCTION

For Crabtree Creek Canoe and Kayak Club members ONLY! Led by Big Sweep Co-Zone

Captains Art Ross & Craig Ross with Big Sweep Partner James Hilton of Hanson Aggregates.
MORE =



https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.raleighnc.gov%2Fparks%2Fcontent%2FParksRec%2FArticles%2FPrograms%2FVolunteer%2FVolunteerProgram.html&data=02%7C01%7Csbjones%40wakegov.com%7Caa48c31981304cffe32508d6ad44e1b0%7Cc5a412d13abf43a48c5b4a53a6cc0f2f%7C0%7C0%7C636886908683592412&sdata=xxLWM63JNM0qy5QLyBGtlQA2hPes2uSTwsdo52pXc1A%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fuquay-varina.org%2FDocumentCenter%2FView%2F4755%2F111-LIABILITY-Release-wake-county-big-sweep-FINAL%3FbidId%3D&data=02%7C01%7Csbjones%40wakegov.com%7Cd811cdeee07f4356443408d7c20938b5%7Cc5a412d13abf43a48c5b4a53a6cc0f2f%7C0%7C0%7C637191217174775938&sdata=GE21GpM0ESvc%2BPIas%2FxE6gn%2FmcQ%2BFhP%2F6A9YyRB7nDo%3D&reserved=0
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WAKE COUNTY BIG SWEEP
B I Gl 2020 CANCELLED Spring Schedule
Select a litter cleanup below. Read site description carefully for requirements

regarding minimum age of volunteers and whether adults must accompany
SWEEPg ss children. Contact Big Sweep Zone Captain or park office directly to pre-register and
to make sure the site is appropriate for your group. All volunteers must sign a
WAKE CUUNTY liability waiver to participate. Dress for the weather and put safety first! Big Sweep
cleanups may be cancelled &/or re-scheduled due to severe weather. Thank you!

| SATURDAY — MAY 2, 2020 Nat’l Brothers & Sisters Day!
GARNER CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19

Lake Benson and White Deer Parks and Streets of Garner ~~

VOLUNTEERS WELCOME! 9:00am-10:30am

Volunteers are needed to help clean up the streets of Garner as well as White Deer and Lake
Benson Parks.

Pre-register online at:
https://garner.recdesk.com/Community/Program/Detail?programld=306

or call White Deer Park Nature Center at 919-661-6982. On-site registration begins at
8:30am at the Holly Shelter the day of the event. Volunteers should wear closed-toed shoes
and bring drinking water and sun protection. Breakfast and all clean-up equipment will be
provided.

Directions: White Deer Park, 2400 Aversboro Road, Garner, NC 27529.

RALEIGH CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19

Falls Lake in north Raleigh ~~
For Abbotts Creek Elementary ONLY! Led by Zone Captain & Science Specialist Krista Brinchek.

MID-MAY 2020
WAKE COUNTY - SOUTH CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19

Harris Lake County Park in New Hill ~~

For Holly Springs High School students, teachers, and families ONLY! Led by Zone Captain
Joanne St. Clair.

Thank You
for volunteering for
Wake County Big Sweep!

Our Volunteers, Zone Captains
and Partners
Make All the Difference!

For more information on Wake County Big Sweep,
call 919-250-1065 or 919-410-2676 (please leave
voicemail), or email shjones@wakegov.com

MORE =>


https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgarner.recdesk.com%2FCommunity%2FProgram%2FDetail%3FprogramId%3D306&data=02%7C01%7Csbjones%40wakegov.com%7Cdd4831d7115641fbb53a08d7af2dac44%7Cc5a412d13abf43a48c5b4a53a6cc0f2f%7C0%7C1%7C637170483033367083&sdata=ItIJA1cmn2f53%2FwETdNvlCkSO9XLN7mq8iaWFjM7X2o%3D&reserved=0
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News Flash!
&M(,IEECEIIJT\I?Y Two Terrific Big Sweep Partners
Do What No One Else Would Do!!

< Two local companies were
presented the 2019 Big Sweep
Partnership Award for doing the heavy
lifting at a difficult Big Sweep cleanup.
Pictured here at the Wake District’s
2019 Conservation Awards
Celebration are, from left to right:
Senior Firmware Engineer Alex
Ross and Hardware Development
Engineer Josh Kunesh with Sensus,
A Xylem Brand in RTP; and General
Manager Nick Zdeb and Lead Driver
Cornelius Matthewson accept their
award on behalf of GFL Garner Roll-
Off Department (formerly Waste
Industries.) Kudos to these amazing
Photo by Chip Freund Photography  https://www.chipfreundphoto.com/ community partners who rolled up their
sleeves & stepped up!

SENSUS, A XYLEM BRAND GFL GARNER ROLL-OFF DEPT.
It began with a phone call from a Wake County resident | There are two parts of every Big Sweep cleanup: 1)
that was in desperate need of assistance in removing recruit and lead volunteers in removing unwanted debris,
large debris from Buffalo Creek near a Wendell and 2) properly dispose of the trash and recycle what can
neighborhood. No one answered the call for help untila | Pe recycled. Who was going to assist with the second
young engineer called Wake County Big Sweep looking important component of this dlfflcult_ cleanup on Buffalo
for a volunteer opportunity for his company. Why was Creek? That's where another special partner, GFL
no one coming forward to help? This segment of (Green For Life, formerly Waste Industries) stepped up
stream was a unique blackwater cypress-gum swamp with a generous in-kind donation. _The GFL Garner _
recognized as a “wetland treasure” by the Carolina Branch Roll-Off Department delivered two super-sized
Wetland Association. It was also renown to be prime dumpsters that they carefully positioned on the street to
habitat for venomous cottonmouth snakes! Taking on steer clear of overhead electrical wires and to avoid
this challenge, engineer Josh Kunesh recruited 15 of his impeding reS|de_nt|aI traffic in and out of the neighborhood.
colleagues at Sensus, A Xylem Brand in RTP to When the two giant dumpsters were full, GFL properly
volunteer for this difficult Big Sweep cleanup. The disposed of the furniture and trash, and properly recycled
group bundled up, donning chest waders and boots as the scrap metal. After every severe rain event, a surge of
they ventured into the wetland on a frigid January day stormwater runoff turned Buffalo Cr_eek into a raging river
when snakes and poison ivy were dormant. After three that had the power to wedge sofas in-between bald
hours of heavy lifting in below freezing temperatures, cypress trees and TVs many miles from the spot where
the volunteers hauled out an impressive 2,310 pounds they were illegally dumped. After many years, Buffalo
of heavy, mud-caked and water-logged debris. This Creek was finally clean thanks to two businesses that
community service not only benefitted the residential took on a long-awaited neighborhood cleanup by going
neighborhood next to the wetland, but also Wake when & where no one else would go and doing what no
County’s Robertson Millpond Reserve just downstream. one else would do to make a neglected creek litter-free for
Kudos to Josh Kunesh for stepping up to serve as Big the first time in a long time.
Sweep Zone Captain and to his Water & Gas _ KUDOS to 2 great Big Sweep
Engineering Team at Sensus, A Xylem Brand for their
above-&-beyond service to clean water and their Partners: Sensus, A Xylem Brand
ity!
community? and GFL Garner Roll-Off Dept.!!



https://www.chipfreundphoto.com/

