DRAFT MINUTES

Wake County Historic Preservation Commission

Tuesday, July 9, 2019 - 3:30 PM Room 2800 - Wake County Justice Center
301 S. McDowell Street, Raleigh, North Carolina

Members Present (11): Mr. Ed Morris (Chair), Mr. Jeff Hastings (Vice-Chair), Mr. Ray
Hinnant, Mr. Dan Turner, Ms. Mary Beth Carpenter, Ms. Carrie Ehrfurth, Ms. Lonnette
Williams, Ms. Stephanie Ashworth, Ms. Peggy Beach, Ms. Camille Morrissey, Mr. Marshalll

Harvey
Members Absent (1): Mr. Charles Blunt

Staff (3): Mr. Gary Roth and Mr. Jeremy Bradham, Capital Area Preservation, Inc. (CAP)
Ms. Terry Nolan, Wake County Planning and Development Services Division

1. Call to Order / Roll Call:
Mr. Morris called the meeting to order at 3:35 pm.

2. Approval of July 9, 2019 Agenda
Hearing no objection, the agenda was approved as submitted.

3. Approval of June 11, 2019 Minutes
Hearing no objection, the minutes were approved as submitted.

4, Committee Reports
a. Outreach Committee: Ms. Morrissey reported that staff sent out a survey about

the Wake County Preservation Celebration to which 83% of respondents said

that they would prefer to have the event held annually rather than every other

year. Those surveyed also responded to questions on the length of the program

and the distance each would be willing to drive to attend the event. The survey

also provided space for general comments which will be considered when

planning the next Wake County Preservation Celebratfion now tentatively set for

April 26, 2020. In the coming months, the committee will work with staff to

determine a location for next year's event.

b. Designation Committee: Mr. Turner reported:

¢« The Tom Olive House landmark report is nearly complete but missing interior
photographs. Once work by the current owner is completed, Ellen Turco shall
provide interior photographs as required by SHPO to complete the landmark
report. Once SHPO staff has made their comments, the report shall be
brought before this commission for consideration, and if so recommended,
sent on to the Apex Town Council.

¢ The Norris-Holland-Hare House, owned by the Town of Holly Springs, will be the
first property to receive funds for a landmark report at the start of the new

fiscal year.
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e The committee is considering two houses in Rolesville and staff has reached
out to the owners to see if they would like to have their houses landmarked.
The Town of Rolesville has also reached out to the owners, and having had
success with one, staff will be continuing that conversation in the coming
weeks.

o A Walter Burgess, AlA designed Modernist house in Wendell is another
potential landmark the committee is interested in pursuing.

» The owners of the John Adams House in Willow Spring reached out to staff for
consideration. The committee determined that there were some issues that
need fo be addressed, and staff was directed fo reach out to the owners to
discuss the relevant concerns.

o The WD and Jane Ashworth Modernist house in Fuquay-Varina is also being
considered as a potential landmark: and, committee members shall be
reaching out to the owners in the weeks ahead.

e There are various other properties - as discussed in previous meetings - which
the committee intends to pursue; and, staff shall begin communications with
property owners in the weeks ahead.

5. Staff Report .

a. Survey Update Phase V — Eastern Wake USAs: Mr. Roth stated that the consultant,
Ms. Jamie Destefano, submitted photographs to SHPO two weeks ago and is
awaiting comments by SHPO on the survey files. She has surveyed more than 250
properties - slightly more than the 246 she contracted to do - and she is getting
ready to submit all of the files to SHPO. Ms. Destefano has communicated with
staff every step of the way and is on track to complete the project ahead of
schedule.

QUERY: Ms. Beach asked if SHPO would only be commenting on newly-surveyed

resources. Mr. Roth noted than while more than 80% of the properties were already

surveyed, SHPO will be commenting on overall content assuring that sufficient
information is provided for each and every file.

b. 2020 Preservation Fund: Mr. Roth reported that the money for the preservation
fund is already allocated as well as is the contract with CAP for staffing services.
If the funds available are the same as the previous fiscal year, $16,208.00, there
will be enough money to complete four landmark reports and fo purchase four
landmark plagues. Remaining funds may be used for training opportunities and
for possible grants to worthy preservation projects if approved - through an
application process - by the commission. The Norris-Holland-Hare House in Holly
Springs and the Tudor Revival house in Rolesyille are likely the first two landmark
reports o be written with two addifional possible landmarks available to pursue.
N.B. The developer paid for the landmark report written last year for the Tom
Olive House, Apex; moreover, the plaque for the Tom Olive House was ordered
during the previous fiscal year. Commission members were provided with a
‘spreadsheet detailing anficipated preservation fund expenditures.

c. James Madison. Williams House, Apex: As discussed at the last meeting, the
commission was informed that the James Madison Williams House in Apex was
lost to fire. Staffis of the opinion that the remaining outbuildings cannot stand on
their own dllowing the property to remain a historic landmark. In order to advise
the commission en how to proceed, Staff reached out to SHPO to see if other
commissions have handled similar situations in the past. Staff was directed by
SHPO to the Durham Historic Preservation Commission which is currently dealing
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with the destruction of a landmark building as a result of the gas explosion a few

months ago. Staff has reached out to Durham HPC staff for more information.
QUERY: Ms. Beach asked if any commissions in NC — apart from Durham - have dealt
with this in recent years. Mr. Roth stated that SHPO directed staff to Durham asit is
the most recent and DHC are currently dealing with the process. Ms. Beach also
asked if an attorney should be contacted concerning this matter. Mr. Roth
suggested that Adam Lovelady, with the UNC School of Government and familiar
with preservation commissions/preservation law issues, might be a good point of
contact. Ms. Beach expressed her concern that, as this commission has never dealt
with loss-by-fire before and will likely be setting a precedent, the WCHPC needs a
good frame of reference for decision making.

N.B. Ms. Ehrfurth noted that the Bellevue Mill {1920) in Hillsborough was partially
destroyed by a fire in 2017 but is currently being restored and may have a ‘process’
to recommend. Mr. Roth further noted that staff is working diligently on this issue and
hopes to have an answer at the next meeting.

d. National Trust for Historic Preservation Annual Conference: Mr. Roth noted that
the annual conference for the National Trust for Historic Preservation will be held
this October in Denver, Colorado if any commission members are inclined to
attend.

e. Mills House, Cary: Mr. Roth reported that the Mills House, on Green Level West
Road near the intersection of 540, is being advertised by CAP for move at no
cost to anyone who would take on the project. The developer has even offered
to help pay for (part) of the moving costs. The house is a unique Queen Anne
Cottage that has had very little updating since its construction in the early 20t

century.

6. Old Business: Ms. Beach stated that she noticed the Wake County website hasn't
been updated with the current membership of the WCHPC. Ms. Nolan stated that she is
aware of the issue and is working to have that fixed.

7. New Business: Mr. Turner stated that the designation committee had a discussion
during ifs meeting and realized that it has been many years since the commission has
written anything to the WCBOC showing its appreciation ~ not to mention gratitude - for
all of the hard work that CAP does on behalf of preservation in Wake County and of this
commission. CAP staff works behind the scenes on many preservation issues providing
the county and this commission immeasurable service.
Upon the recommendation of the committee, the commission voted unanimously to
write a formal letter to the WCBOC praising CAP for its work on behdalf of this commission
and of historic preservation in Wake County.

"N.B. In discussion, many commission members affirmed that a letter of commendation
was an excellent idea; and, Chairman Morris was charged with drafting the letter.
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8. Other Business:
» Ms. Beach stated that the NC Historic Museum has its Giant Leap Festival on July

20, 2019 to celebrate the 1969 Apollo moon landing. A suffrage movement
exhibit is planned for March 2020 as well as a beach music exhibit that summer.
Ms. Beach encouraged all commission members to visit the museum.

» Ms. Williams stated that, as a longtime advocate for Raleigh's Chavis Park, she is
happy to report that the City of Raleigh awarded a $3.1M contract for phase
one of the park's rehabilitation: construction of a new community center. All
commission members expressed their congratulations and appreciation to Ms.
Williams for her work in assuring the future of this historic park with its deep ties to
the African-American community.

NB: Ray Hinnant noted that there was a large article in today's News & Observer about
Chavis Park, and that this is great news for the entire preservation community.

9. Chair's Report: None.

-

- 10. Adjourned: Hearing no objection, the meeting was adjourned at 4:18 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jeremy Bradham
Secretary
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