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#2 Largest Municipal Population in NC (2011):  
     733,974 people within city limits* 

Mecklenburg 

Wake 

Most Populous Counties in North Carolina 

#2 Largest State Population behind Mecklenburg County (969,031) 

 

#48 Most Populous County in US (#85 in 2000)** 

Largest Population   
Growth in NC since 2010:  
51,158**  

#1 

Source: *NC Demographics 2011; **US Census Bureau 2012 
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2013 Population 

Source: NC Demographics Population Projection 2012 



Source: NC Demographics Population Projection 2012 

2014 Population 
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Municipal Population Growth within Wake County 

Source: US Census  Bureau.  Municipal Population Counts. 2010 Census  & 2011 Census Estimate 
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Municipality 
April 1, 

2010 
July 1, 
2011 

Growth % Growth 

Angier* 103 106 3 .03% 

Apex 37,476 38,702 1,226 3.3% 

Cary* 133,812 138,004 4,192 3.1% 

Fuquay-Varina 17,937 18,528 591 3.3% 

Garner 25,745 26,589 844 3.3% 

Holly Springs 24,661 25,468 807 3.3% 

Knightdale 11,401 11,776 375 3.3% 

Morrisville 18,576 19,184 608 3.3% 

Raleigh* 402,825 415,349 12,524 3.1% 

Rolesville 3,786 3,911 125 3.3% 

Wake Forest* 29,218 31,073 1,855 6.3% 

Wendell 5,845 6,035 190 3.2% 

Zebulon* 4,433 4,574 141 3.1% 

Unincorporated 185,175 190,587 5,412 2.9% 

Wake County  900,993 929,780 28,787 3.2% 
*Total population counts do not include residents who lived within the parts of those municipalities that extended into other counties on April 1, 2010. 



Wake County Natural Increase 
2005-2011 

Source: NC State Center for Health Statistics 
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Wake County’s Population Continues to Diversify:  2000 to 2011 

* U. S. Census Bureau 2000 & 2011 American Community Survey 1 – Year Estimate 



1990 Census   
16,545 

2000 Census   
60,602 

2011 ACS *  
  118,501 

* U. S. Census Bureau. 2011 American Community Survey 1 – Year Estimate 

Wake County  
Foreign Born Population 



Source: Wake County Revenue Department 



Certificates of Occupancy 

Source: Wake County Revenue Department 
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Source: Wake County Revenue Department 
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Source: Wake County Revenue 
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Jurisdiction 
Number of  

Annexations 
Acreage 

Apex 20 266.4 

Cary 17 281.3 

Durham 1 18.54 

Fuquay-Varina 11 138.03 

Garner 1 1.52 

Holly Springs 1 .82 

Knightdale 1 51.44 

Morrisville 0 0 

Raleigh 19 122.67 

Rolesville 0 0 

Wake Forest 2 128.51 

Wendell 0 0.00 

Zebulon 0 0.00 

Municipal Total  73 1,009.23 

Source: Wake County Planning, Development, & Inspections 

Annexations Completed in 2012 by Municipality 



Source: Wake County Revenue Department 
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2012 Largest Employers in Wake County  

Wake County Major Employers 

State of North Carolina 

Wake County Public Schools 

NC State University 

Wake Med Health/Hospital 

City of Raleigh 

Rex Healthcare 

Wal-Mart Associates Inc.  

SAS Institute Inc. 

County of Wake 

Progress Energy Service Co. 

Harris Teeter Inc. 

Wake County Major Employers 

US Postal Service 

ACS Commercial Solutions Inc.  

Food Lion, LLC 

YMCA 

Time Warner Entertainment 

Target Stores Division 

Wake Tech Community College 

State Employees Credit Union 

First Citizens Bank & Trust Co. 

Wells Fargo Bank  

Onsite Companies Inc. 

Town of Cary 

Source: NC Commerce Department.  Division of Employment Security.  25 Largest Employers by County.  2nd Quarter 2012. 



Source: NC ESC- February 2013 

Number of Employed in Wake & Mecklenburg Counties 
Years 2007-2012 
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Geographic 
Area 

Median 
Household 

Income  

Median  
Family  
Income 

Poverty  
Rate* 

  United States $50,502 $61,455 15.9% 

  North Carolina $43,916 $54,082 17.9% 

  Durham County $46,231 $57,528 20.4% 

  Johnston County $46,915 $56,976 15.2% 

  Orange County $56,482 $83,548 18.3% 

  Wake County $62,141 $79,969 11.6% 

Source: US American Community Survey 2011 1-year estimate income  and poverty data 
 

Income & Poverty  

2011 Poverty Thresholds:  
1-person household: $10,890 
8-person family:  $37,630 



Tax Base Components 

Tax Ratio 1993-2012 

Total Value                
121.7 Billion 

Commercial Value   
32.0 Billion 

Residential Value 
89.7 Billion 

Tax Values 2012-2013 

Source: Wake County Revenue Department 
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Jurisdictional Tax Base 2012-2013 

Source: Wake County Revenue Department 

JURISDICTION % COMMERCIAL % RESIDENTIAL 

Angier 18% 82% 

Apex 21% 79% 

Cary 24% 76% 

Clayton 0 100% 

Fuquay Varina 29% 71% 

Garner 38% 62% 

Holly Springs 21% 79% 

Knightdale 31% 69% 

Morrisville 43% 57% 

Raleigh 29% 71% 

Rolesville 19% 81% 

Wake Forest 20% 80% 

Wendell 24% 76% 

Zebulon 71% 29% 

Countywide 26% 74% 



Source: United States Bankruptcy Court, Eastern District of North Carolina 

* Includes Business and Personal Bankruptcy Filings 
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Foreclosure Trends 

Foreclosure Filings 2007-2012 Actual Foreclosures 2007-2012 

Source: ForeclosureS.com Source: NC Administrative Office of the Courts 

 4,461  

 4,745  

5,179 

5,584 

3,431 

4,310 

 -  1,000  2,000  3,000  4,000  5,000  6,000

 1,230  

 1,686  

 1,860  

1,997 

1,040 

1,547 

 -

 500

 1,000

 1,500

 2,000

 2,500

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012





14 

29 

21 

8 

18 

10 

15 

28 

22 

8 

18 

9 

7 

17 

20 

9 

30 

17 

0 10 20 30 40

Less than high school diploma

High school diploma or equivalency

Some college, no degree

Associate's degree

Bachelor's degree

Graduate or professional degree

Wake County

North Carolina

United States

H
ig

h
e

st
 L

ev
e

l 

Percent of People 25 years and over 

Source.  U.S. Census Bureau.  American Community Survey 2011  1-Year Estimates.  
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT FOR THE POPULATION 25 YEARS AND OVER. 

2011 Educational Attainment for  
Wake County’s Population 25 years and over:  601,422 

47% Bachelor’s 
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Historical Enrollment Projections 
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98,741 Students (2000-2001) 149,508 Students (2012-2013) 

WAKE COUNTY PUBLIC  SCHOOLS SYSTEM 
 STUDENT ENROLLMENT 

Source:  2000-2001 Data – NC Department of Instruction Education Statistic Access System – Beyond 20/20 Report.   
2012-2013 Data Prepared by Wake County Public Schools 
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Wake Tech Enrollment 

Total Wake Tech Enrollment 2011-2012 

Degree/For Credit: 26,248 

Continuing  Education: 40,428 

Source: Wake Technical Community College 
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