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Population

Source: * US Census 2007 population Estimate; **NC Demographics

 #2 Most populous county in NC: 832,590 2007*

 #4 Fastest growth county since 2000 in NC: 32.7%*

 #7 Fastest growing county in US with population more than 500,000*

 #60 Most populous county in US: New Residents – 38,841 (106/per day) July 2007*

Largest County Populations
with 2000-2007 Growth Rates(%)

32.7%

24.7%

#1 Largest Population 

increase since 2000 

in NC: 205,124* 

#1 Most non-municipal      

population in NC:  

182,250 in 2007**

Wake

Mecklenburg
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Year Median Age

1985 29.8

1990 31.1

1995 31.6
2000 32.9

2007 34.5
Data from US Census and 2007 ACS 

Median Age, 1985 - 2007

Recent  Age Trends
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Population

Source: Total Population from U.S. Census; Live Birth from NC center for Health Statistics; 

Population at age 5-17 and Population at age 65+ from NC Demographics
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Population

Source: NC Center for Health Statistics 
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Births/Deaths
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Population Projection for 2008-2015
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2009 Population Projection

2009
Wake County 

Population Projection:

902,689*

*Wake County Planning Department

January 2009
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Source: US Census Bureau 2000 & 2007

2007 Population2000 Population

Diversity 2000-2007

White
70.2%

African-
American  

19.6%

Asian
3.8%
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5.4%

Others
0.9%

White
65.3%
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American  

20.2%
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4.4%
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8.4%
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1.7%
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Population

Migration to Wake County 2000-2006, IRS

Within North Carolina Outside of North Carolina

County Population County Population

Durham 17,984 Fairfax, VA 1,947

Johnston 10,519 Suffolk, NY 1,746

Franklin 5,817 Broward, FL 1,622

Harnett 5,465 Los Angeles, CA 1,398

Mecklenburg 4,629 Santa Clara, CA 1,297

Orange 4,338 San Diego, CA 1,281

Guilford 3,998 Montgomery, MD 1,222

Cumberland 3,986 Queens, NY 1,212

New Hanover 3,491 Cook,IL 1,208

Chatham 3,374 Kings, NY 1,185
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Municipal Density

Municipality Population 2000 Land Area 2000 Density Population 2007 Land Area 2007 Density

Apex Town 20,212 10.537 1,918 29,973 14.978 2,001

Cary Town 94,356 42.093 2,242 132,355 52.159 2,538

Fuquay-Varina Town 7,898 6.833 1,156 14,959 10.75 1,392

Garner Town 17,787 12.82 1,387 24,832 14.62 1,698

Holly Springs Town 9,192 7.487 1,228 19,474 13.914 1,400

Knightdale Town 5,958 2.681 2,222 9,810 5.71 1,718

Morrisville Town 5,208 6.772 769 14,308 7.647 1,871

Raleigh City 276,094 114.603 2,409 366,391 139.56 2,625

Rolesville Town 907 1.84 493 2,290 3.518 651

Wake Forest Town 12,588 7.797 1,614 25,179 14.51 1,735

Wendell Town 4,427 1.962 2,256 5,742 5.067 1,133

Zebulon Town 4,046 3.235 1,251 4,955 4.29 1,155

Total Municipalities 458,673 218.66 2,098 650,268 286.723 2,268

Total Wake County 627,865 831.92 755 832,590 831.92 1,001

Wake County 

Jurisdiction 169,192 613.26 276 182,250 545.197 334

Total Square 857 square miles- (831.9 land and 25.1 water)

Source: NC State Demographer   Note: All 2007 figures are of July 2007
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Housing 
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Housing

Source:  Wake County Revenue Department 
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Housing
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Housing

Source:  Wake County Revenue Department 
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Land Development
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Building Permits

Source:  Wake County Revenue Department 

2008 Building Permits 

Issued by Jurisdiction  

2005 

Total 

Permits

2006 

Total 

Permits

2007 

Total 

Permits

2008                

Total 

PermitsJurisdiction

Residential
Commercial

Rzd 

Bldgs
Industrial

New Addn New Addn

Apex 190 327 32 30 - 879 771 1,001 579 

Cary 1,182 1,267 68 65 43 2,361 2,951 3,540 2,625 

Fuquay-Varina 363 281 14 12 6 813 879 1,037 676 

Garner 78 132 13 6 4 638 639 518 233 

Raleigh 1,694 2,333 203 183 267 7,222 6,718 6,906 4,680 

Wake Forest 261 286 26 10 12 1,314 1,209 1,090 595 

Wake County 509 1,423 21 69 25 3,107 2,776 2,871 2,047 

Holly Springs 337 228 25 7 7 1,048 1,068 796 604 

Morrisville 244 123 15 3 1 305 401 316 386 

Knightdale 171 38 41 13 2 300 342 334 265 

Rolesville 95 51 1 7 - 226 274 271 154 

Wendell 41 36 2 4 4 109 130 121 87 

Zebulon 16 12 6 3 4 79 81 114 41 

Angier 6 2 - - - 3 35 13 8 

TOTALS 5,187 6,537 467 412 375 18,404 18,274 18,926 12,978 



Wake County Planning Department - 2009
Source: Wake County Fire Department

Municipal Annexations - Acreage/Square Miles

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Angier - - - - - - - 85.07 0

Apex 47.03 202.895 93.471 266.49 372.21 183.13 414.22 1121.45 134.986

Cary 24.45 379.93 810.36 2156.344 726.16 970 963.35 573.97 758.646

Clayton - - - - - - - 29.33 0

Fuquay-

Varina 410.08 181.26 -77.36 224.05 201.35 750.98 110.07 692.72 583.759

Garner 2.67 69.76 219.19 147.653 136.51 90.78 234.62 97.12 211.528

Holly Springs 89.72 1013.3 934.23 472.828 133.37 472.31 630.82 210.55 522.322

Knightdale 6.23 9.25 188.02 253.82 183.29 498.73 340.56 434.17 42.982

Morrisville 0 18.66 34.42 32.643 63.51 486.58 62.88 259.04 66.073

Raleigh 1680.684 2108.96 1804.388 924.15 975.17 3090.46 507.7 3155.09 1068.343

Rolesville 30.17 38.83 66.58 217.52 9.76 78.42 110.41 577.42 12.543

Wake Forest 75.2 761.33 151.27 225.17 1064.96 177.01 343.33 220.25 207.065

Wendell 0 55.92 0.45 101.5 40.97 154.01 914.75 262.07 411.081

Zebulon 0.09 1.26 5.75 0 73.05 391.7 149.4 53.73 1.933

Total Acres 2,366.32 4,841.36 4,230.77 5,022.17 3,980.31 7,344.11 4,782.11 7,771.98 4,021.26 

Total Sq. 

Miles
3.70 7.56 6.61 7.85 6.22 11.48 7.47 12.14 6.28
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ETJ Acreage Granted Since 2004

 Rolesville - 2,444 acres

 Holly Springs - 2,500 acres

 Apex - 8,937 acres

 Knightdale 4,407 acres

 Holly Springs- 67 acres

Pending ETJ Acreage Requested

 Fuquay-Varina – 12,477 acres

 Rolesville – 2,115acres
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Transportation
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CAMPO-Regionally Significant Projects
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Regional Transit

Source: CAMPO
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Economy
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Income

Area
Median Household 

Income

Median Family 

Income

Family Poverty 

Rate*

United States $50,233 $61,173 12.5%

North Carolina $44,670 $55,028 14.3%

Durham County $47,186 $60,332 16.2%

Johnston County $45,551 $54,011 12.2%

Orange County $54,741 $77,934 14.1%

Wake County $61,554 $79,588 8.3%

2007 Income & Poverty Rates

*Poverty rate based on families with children under 18 years of age

Source: US American Community Survey 2007 Income and poverty rates
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Income

2000 & 2007 Income

Area

Median 

Household 

Income 2000

Median 

Household 

Income 2007

Median 

Family 

Income 2000

Median 

Family 

Income 2007

United States $41,994 $50,233 $50,740 $61,173

North Carolina $39,184 $44,670 $46,335 $55,028

Wake County $54,988 $61,554 $61,149 $79,588
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Income

2000 & 2007 Poverty Rates

Area Poverty 2000 Poverty 2007

United States 9.2% 9.8%

North Carolina 9.0% 11%

Wake County 4.9% 5.7%
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Unemployment

Source- NC Employment Security Commission
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Foreclosures

Source:  ForeclosureS.com
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Foreclosures

Foreclosure data 

provided by 

Foreclosures.com

Total foreclosures 

in Wake County 

2008: 1,686
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Residential vs. Commercial Development Tax Ratio 1993-2007

Source: Wake County Revenue Department
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Tax Base Components

Source: Wake County Revenue Department

Jurisdictional Tax Base Components in 2007

Jurisdiction Commercial/Industry Residential

Angier 17% 83%

Apex 23% 77%

Cary 26% 74%

Fuquay 

Varina

28% 72%

Garner 39% 61%

Holly  Springs 13% 87%

Knightdale 33% 67%

Morrisv il le 44% 56%

Raleigh 31% 69%

Rolesv il le 21% 79%

Wake Forest 24% 76%

Wendell 26% 74%

Zebulon 70% 30%

Countywide 28% 72%
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Additions
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Education
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Student Enrollment Trend
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Education

20th Day Student Enrollment – 137,706 (2008-2009)
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School Diversity
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Questions?


