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#2 Second most populous county in NC: 790,007 in 2006*

#1 Largest county with most non-municipal population in NC: 176,717 in 2006*

#65 Nationally largest U.S. counties for population: 786,522 (98/per day) in 2006**

Population

Source: * NC Demographics; ** US Census
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#1 Largest Population increase since 2000 in NC : 162,142* 

#5 Fastest growth county since 2000 in NC: 25.8%*

#8 Fastest growing county in US with population more than 500,000**

Population
Population Growth 2000-2006

25.8%

Source: * NC Demographics; ** US Census
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Population

Source: Total Population from U.S. Census; Live Birth from NC center for Health Statistics; Population at 
age 5-17 and Population at age 65+ from NC Demographics

Population Growth Rate Changes 2000-2006
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Year Median Age
1985 29.8
1990 31.1
1995 31.6
2000 32.9
2006 34.6

Data from US Census and 2006 ACS 

Median Age, 1985 - 2006

Recent Age Trends
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Municipal Density

Municipality Population 2000 Land Area 2000 Density Population 2006 Land Area 2006 Density
Apex Town 20,212 10.537 1,918 28,830 13.237 2,178
Cary Town 94,356 42.093 2,242 122,075 50.229 2,403

Fuquay-Varina Town 7,898 6.833 1,156 12,913 9.785 1,320
Garner Town 17,787 12.82 1,387 23,507 14.428 1,629

Holly Springs Town 9,192 7.487 1,228 17,165 13.616 1,261
Knightdale Town 5,958 2.681 2,222 8,671 5.227 1,659
Morrisville Town 5,208 6.772 769 13,501 7.498 1,801

Raleigh City 276,094 114.603 2,409 352,259 133.618 2,636
Rolesville Town 907 1.84 493 1,792 2.88 622

Wake Forest Town 12,588 7.797 1,614 22,371 14.05 1,592
Wendell Town 4,427 1.962 2,256 5,421 3.854 1,406
Zebulon Town 4,046 3.235 1,251 4,781 4.202 1,138

Total Municipalities 458,673 218.66 2,098 613,290 272.62 2,250
Total Wake County 627,865 831.92 755 790,007 831.92 950

Wake County Jurisdiction 169,192 613.26 276 176,717 559.3 316

Land Area does not include water and is in square miles.  Wake County has a total 
of 857 square miles, of which 831.9 is land area.

Source: NC State Demographer
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Population

Source: NC Center for Health Statistics 

Births 2000-2006
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Population

Natural Increase 2000-2006
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Source: NC Center for Health Statistics Natural Increase is Births minus Deaths
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Source: US Census Bureau 2000 & 2006

2006 Population2000 Population

Multi-Cultural/Diversity 2000-2006
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2007 Population projection

2007 2007 

Wake County Wake County 

Population Projection:Population Projection:

823,345823,345

NC Demographics 2007 Projection: 822,356
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Migration to Wake County 2000-2005, IRS

Within North Carolina Outside of North Carolina
County Population County Population
Durham 16,107 Fairfax, VA 1,653
Johnston 9,473 Suffolk, NY 1,367
Franklin 5,281 Broward, FL 1,298
Harnett 5,023 Los Angeles, CA 1,192
Mecklenburg 4,087 Santa Clara, CA 1,171
Orange 3,857 San Diego, CA 1,134
Cumberland 3,573 Cook, IL 1,090
Guilford 3,528 Montgomery, MD 1,021
Chatham 3,131 Queens, NY 1,013
New Hanover 3,035 Kings, NY 1,008
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Housing 
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Housing

2006 average vacancy rate: 9.5%*
2006 housing density: 392 units/sq. miles

Source: * US Census 

Housing Units

1990- 177,146

2000- 258,953

2006- 325,712
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Housing

Source:  Wake County Revenue Department 

New Single Family and Rental Units 2000-2006
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Housing

New Residential Permits 2000-2007

8,380

9,467 9,214
8,748

10,314

11,879
11,222

10,384

0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

12,000

14,000

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Year 

N
ew

 R
es

id
en

tia
l P

er
m

its

Source:  Wake County Revenue Department 
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Housing

Residential Sold Average Price 2000-2007
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Source:  Wake County Revenue Department 
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Wake County 2007 Actual Deed of Trust Transfers

100%

28%

Reported Total for Wake County
(4461)
Actual Deed of Trust Transfers
(1230)

Foreclosures

Source:  Wake County Revenue Department 
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Wake County Deed of Trust Foreclosures by House Market Value

Foreclosure data provided by Foreclosures.com; Copyright ForeclosureS.com, 
2007. ForeclosureS.com does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of this 

report. This is not a bonafide title report. * Some foreclosures do not provide 
house market value data.
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Foreclosures
Total foreclosures

in Wake County 2007: 

1,230

Total foreclosures

in Wake County : 

In 2005: 1,130

In 2006: 1,247

Foreclosure data 
provided by 

Foreclosures.com

Copyright 
ForeclosureS.com, 

2007. 
ForeclosureS.com 
does not guarantee 

the accuracy or 
completeness of this 
report. This is not a 
bonafide title report.
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Unincorporated 
Wake County 
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Economy
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Source- US Census- American Community Survey

Economics

Year Household Family
2000 $54,988 $67,149
2005 $57,284 $72,447
2006 $60,903 $78,369

CPI 2006* $64,376 $78,613

Household/Family Income 2000-2006

*CPI- Consumer Price Index 2006 value for Year 
2000 income levels
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Poverty Rates 2000-2006 

Data obtained from US Census & American Community Survey
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Recent Unemployment Trends

Source- NC Employment Security Commission Note: 2007 data only covers from January to November.

Unemployment Rate 2000-2007
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Labor Force

  Wake County - workplace 2004 2005 2006 2007 As of 
Government 73,414 76,289 78,938 82,097 Q2 2007
Natural Resources and Mining 1,309 1,011 1,343 1,503 Q2 2007
Construction 28,298 29,625 31,559 33,865 Q2 2007
Manufacturing 21,499 21,480 21,718 22,806 Q2 2007
Trade Transportation and Utilities 75,559 77,201 78,869 82,236 Q2 2007
Information 16,594 16,668 16,630 16,164 Q2 2007
Financial Activities 22,310 22,039 23,226 24,437 Q2 2007
Professional and Business Services 67,143 72,749 78,490 83,473 Q2 2007
Education and Health Services 35,149 37,154 39,558 42,916 Q2 2007
Leisure and Hospitality 35,277 37,191 39,696 42,252 Q2 2007
Other Services 12,761 12,888 13,842 14,858 Q2 2007
Unclassified 1,182 1,441 2,149 2,479 Q2 2007
Total 390,495 405,736 426,018 449,086 Q2 2007

Source: NC Employment Security Commission
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Property Taxes:Tax Base Components
Jurisdictional Tax Base Components in 2006

Source: Wake County Revenue Department

Jurisdiction Commercial/Industry Residential

Angier 5% 95%
Apex 18% 82%
Cary 26% 74%
Fuquay Varina 32% 68%
Garner 38% 62%
Holly Springs 9% 91%
Knightdale 26% 74%
Morrisville 43% 57%
Raleigh 29% 71%
Rolesville 15% 85%
Wake Forest 20% 80%
Wendell 24% 76%
Zebulon 68% 32%
Countywide 28% 72%
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Residential vs. Commercial Development Tax Ratio 1993-2006

Source: Wake County Revenue Department

Trends- Residential vs. Commercial Development
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Education
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Education
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Education

2020thth Day Student EnrollmentDay Student Enrollment
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134,002
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2008-2009’s projection is based 5-year average based projection combo model with vacancy rate

Student Enrollment Trend

Year-to-Year Chanage for Net-Increased Students (with growth rate)
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School Diversity

1987/88 School Year 2007/08 School Year
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Raleigh
51,980

Cary
22,100

Apex
7,492

Holly Springs
4,628

Garner
3,966

Knightdale
2,018

Rolesville
637

Wendell
1,010

Zebulon
781

Morrisville
2,263

Wake County – Unincorporated Areas
31,056

Wake Forest
4,523

Fuquay-Varina
2,859

Students by Place of Residence 2007-2008

Source:  Maja Vouk, 
WCPSS Growth & 
Planning/Demographics
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Source: Maja Vouk, WCPSS Growth & Planning/Demographics
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Transportation
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Source: /Wake County Revenue Department

2006 Wake County 
Commuters 

Drive alone: 85.6%
Taking public transit: 1.3%
Carpooling: 10.7%
Walked: 1.4%
Average commute time: 23.4 min.

Transportation

Work at home: 21,606
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Registered Vehicles in Wake County 1994-2007

1994
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Registered Vehicles in Wake County
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531,466
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Source: Wake County Revenue Department
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Regional Commuting Patterns

Many workers 
commutes to Wake 
County every day

Portions of ring 
counties are growing 
fast in population 
effecting wake’s 
mobility

Source: CAMPO
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CAMPO-Regionally Significant Projects
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Land Development
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Land Development
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Land Development

Wake County Proper:              
857 square miles

2007 Municipal jurisdiction:     
440 square miles

2007 County planning jurisdiction:
417 square miles
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Land Development

                2007 Building Permits Issued by Juurisdiction 2007 2006 2005
JURISDICTION Residential Commercial Bldgs Total Total Total

New Addn Industrial Razed Permits Permits Permits
New Addn 2007 2006 2005

Apex 568       407          14         12            -          1,001          771            879            
Cary 2,105     1,268       92         43            32           3,540          2,951 2,361
Fuquay-Varina 745       253          15         14            10           1,037          879            813            
Garner 278       166          43         20            11           518             639            638            
Raleigh 3,315     2,743       318        150          380         6,906          6,718 7,222
Wake Forest 752       294          27         10            7             1,090          1,209 1,314
Wake County 1,253     1,522       18         42            36           2,871          2,776 3,107
Holly Springs 507       249          24         9              7             796             1,068 1,048
Morrisville 197       90           23         5              1             316             401 305
Knightdale 271       36           11         15            1             334             342 300
Rolesville 228       36           3           -           4             271             274 226
Wendell 62         51           3           4              1             121             130 109
Zebulon 92         12           4           4              2             114             81 79
Angier 11         1             -        1              -          13               35 3

TOTALS 10,384   7,127       595        328          492         18,926 18,274 18,404
Source:  Wake County Revenue Department 
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2007 Building Permits Map
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Open Space

+ 13,000 acres of land converted to other uses each year (1.5 
acres/per hour)

$50 Million- Wake County Open Space Program 2007

Goal is to preserve 30% (165,000 acres) of the county as 
open space

Partnerships with Land Trusts as well as municipalities

Farmland 
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Source: Wake County Fire Department

Municipal Annexations – Acreage/Square Miles
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Angier ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- 85.070

Apex 47.030 202.895 93.471 266.490 372.210 183.130 414.220 1,121.450

Cary 24.450 379.930 810.360 2156.344 726.160 970.070 963.350 573.970

Clayton ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- 29.330

Fuquay-
Varina 410.080 181.260 -77.360 224.050 201.350 750.980 110.070 692.720

Garner 2.670 69.760 219.190 147.653 136.510 90.780 234.620 97.120

Holly 
Springs 89.720 1,013.300 934.230 472.828 133.370 472.310 630.820 210.550

Knightdale 6.230 9.250 188.020 253.820 183.290 498.730 340.560 434.170

Morrisville 0.000 18.660 34.420 32.643 63.510 486.580 62.880 259.040

Raleigh 1,680.684 2,108.960 1,804.388 924.150 975.170 3,090.460 507.700 3,155.090

Rolesville 30.170 38.830 66.580 217.520 9.760 78.420 110.410 577.420

Wake 
Forest 75.200 761.330 151.270 225.170 1,064.960 177.010 343.330 220.250

Wendell 0.000 55.920 0.450 101.500 40.970 154.010 914.750 262.070

Zebulon 0.090 1.260 5.750 0.000 73.050 391.700 149.400 53.730

Total –
Acres 2,366.324 4,843.865 4,230.769 5,022.168 3,980.220 7,344.180 4,782.110 7,771.980

Total – Sq 
Miles 3.7 7.6 6.6 7.8 6.2 11.5 7.5 12.1
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ETJ Acreage Granted Since 2004

Rolesville  - 2,444 acres

Holly Springs - 2,500 acres

Apex - 8,937 acres

Pending ETJ Acreage Requested

Knightdale – 4,407 acres

Fuquay-Varina – 19,477 acres

Rolesville – 1,700 acres
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Projected Population Growth
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Population Projection for 2008-2015
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Questions?


	Presentation Overview
	Population
	2007 Population projection
	Housing
	Housing
	Housing
	Housing
	Wake County Deed of Trust Foreclosures by House Market Value
	Recent Unemployment Trends
	Labor Force
	Transportation
	Land Development
	Land Development
	Land Development
	2007 Building Permits Map
	Open Space
	Population Projection for 2008-2015

