
www.wakegov.com

Wake County Demographic Update 
Wake County Planning Board

December 1, 2010

www.wakegov.com



Wake County Growth:  1970 - 2019
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Wake 2009 
897,204

Meck 2009 
913,639



How do Wake and Mecklenburg populations compare?
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Annual Population Estimates 2000-2009

Source: US Census
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Wake County Municipal Growth:  1990 - 2009
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1990 
Wake County:

423,380

2009 
Wake County:

897,214
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Jurisdiction 2000 2009 Numeric Change % Growth

Angier - 78 78

Apex 21,233 34,031 12,798 60.3%

Cary 97,411 136,637 39,226 40.3%

Fuquay-Varina 8,198 17,910 9,712 118.5%

Garner 18,832 27,533 8,701 46.2%

Holly Springs 10,123 21,749 11,626 114.8%

Knightdale 6,312 10,160 3,848 61.0%

Morrisville 5,568 14,018 8,450 151.8%

Raleigh 290,184 405,612 115,428 39.8%

Rolesville 990 3,113 2,123 214.4%

Wake Forest 13,076 27,915 14,839 113.5%

Wendell 4,418 5,488 1,070 24.2%

Zebulon 4,096 4,875 779 19.0%

Wake County Total 633,517 897,214 263,697 41.6%

Wake County Municipal Population July 2000-July 2009

Source: US Census Bureau 2009



Source:  North Carolina State Demographer, November 29, 2010
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for Selected Age Groups 
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Source:  North Carolina State Demographer’s Office.  
2009 Certified  and 2001-2008 Revised Estimates. -4.0%- Births 2009
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Wake County Live Resident Births 2000-2010   
Source: N.C. Department of Health & Human Services, 2010

Births

* Partial Year Data- January-August 15th, 2010
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Natural Increase 2000-2009

Source: NC State Health Statistics



County-to-County Migrations 2000-2006

Migration from:
# of New 

Residents

Durham 19,943

Johnston 11,726

Franklin 6,353

Harnett 5,907

Mecklenburg 5,171

Orange 4,819

Guilford 4,468

Cumberland 4,399

New Hanover 3,947

Chatham 3,617

Migration from:
# of New 

Residents

Fairfax, VA 2,214

Suffolk, NY 2,068

Broward, FL 1,801

Los Angeles, CA 1,600

Santa Clara, CA 1,434

San Diego, CA 1,427

Montgomery, MD 1,398

Queens, NY 1,380

Cook, IL 1,333

Kings, NY 1,324

Migrations from Counties Within NC Migrations from Counties Outside NC

Source: IRS Statistics of Income Data 2002-2006
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Net Student Increase 2003-2010
2010-2011 Student Projections
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Wake County New Residential Permits 2000-2009

Source:  Wake County Revenue Department
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* Partial Year Data through October 2010
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Density (Pop/Sq. Mile) of North Carolina’s Largest Municipalities, 
2000 and 2009

Ranked by 2009 Population Density

Rank Municipality 2000 2009

1 Carrboro 3,754 3,142

2 Cary 2,246 2,727
3 Chapel Hill 2,329 2,715

4 Raleigh 2,409 2,698
5 Boone 2,307 2,388

6 Charlotte 2,230 2,379

7 Greenville 2,332 2,359

8 Durham 1,976 2,217

9 Greensboro 2,138 2,105

10 Burlington 2,111 2,075

11 Apex 1,918 2,044
12 Wilmington 1,850 1,983

13 Henderson 1,954 1,901

14 High Point 1,750 1,891

15 Garner 1,387 1,798
Source.  State Demographer.  Last update September 21, 2010.
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Annexations

Jurisdiction
Number of 

Annexations

Existing 

Residential Units
Acreage

Apex 7 3 49.78

Cary 12 20 96.4

Fuquay-Varina 5 1 60.26

Garner 8 3 34.28

Holly Springs 6 1 38.6

Knightdale 3 2 24.88

Morrisville 0 0 0.00

Raleigh 16 5 381

Rolesville 1 0 39.18

Wake Forest 5 4 18.3

Wendell 0 0 0.00

Zebulon 1 0 .56

Municipal Total 64 39 743.24

Source: Wake County Planning, Development, & Inspections

Annexations Completed in 2010 by Municipality
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Historical ETJ Expansions

Year Acreage

2004 2,444

2005 2,500

2006 0

2007 8,937

2008 4,407

2009 1,717

2010 3,665

Total 23,670

ETJ Granted Since 2004
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