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10 questions 
 
10 minutes 
 
 
 

  Census Day 
 
   April 1, 2010 
 
 
 
Wake County ’s  

Final Mail  
Participation 

Rate: 
 
 2000 – 76% 
 
 2010 – 78%! 



2010  Census:  IT’S IN OUR HANDS 

169,082 

238,453 

301,327 

423,380 

627,846 

900,993 

100,000

200,000

300,000

400,000

500,000

600,000

700,000

800,000

900,000

1,000,000

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

Wake County Population 
1960-2010 Census Counts 
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2010 Census: Apportionment Data – December 2010 



NC Counties Top 5 
Population Increase Rankings: 

 

1. Wake  273,147 
2. Mecklenburg 224,174 
3. Union   77,615 
4. Guilford   67,358 
5. Cabarrus   46,948   

NC Counties Top 5 
Growth Rate Rankings: 

 

1. Union  63% 
2. Brunswick 47% 
3. Camden 45% 
4. Wake 44% 
5. Hoke    40%   

Wake County 

 
NC Counties 

 
1. Mecklenburg 919,628 
2. Wake  900,993 
3. Guilford   488,406 
4. Forsyth 350,670 
5. Cumberland 319,431   April 1, 2010 Census Counts.  Released March 2011.  
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14% 

46% 

Angier

Apex

Cary

Fuquay-Varina

Garner

Holly Springs

Knightdale

Morrisville

Raleigh

Rolesville

Wake Forest

Wendell

Zebulon

Unincorporated

Raleigh –  
126,731 

Cary –  
39,276 

Wake County  
April 1, 2000 – 2010:   

273,147  
net increase in population 

Distribution of Population Growth Within Wake County 

Source.  U.S. Census Bureau.  April 1, 2010 Census Counts.  Released March 2011.  



Presentation Title 8 

15 Municipalities 

2010 Census Population: 715,818 

(80% of total) 

Unincorporated Area 

2010 Census Population: 185,175 

(20% of total) 

Wake County  

2010 Census Population: 900,993 

Land Area: 835 Square Miles 

Data Source:  U.S. Census Bureau.  2010 Census Data Files. Map Source: Wake County Planning, Development and Inspections 

RTP 
RDU 



Source: US Census  Bureau.  Municipal Population Counts. 2000  Census & 2010 Census 9 

Municipality 2000 Census 2010 Census % Growth 

Angier* - 103 - 

Apex* 20,212 37,476 85% 
Cary* 94,536 133,812 42% 
Fuquay-Varina 7,898 17,937 127% 
Garner 17,787 25,745 45% 
Holly Springs 9,192 24,661 168% 
Knightdale 5,958 11,401 91% 
Morrisville* 5,208 18,576 257% 
Raleigh* 276,093 402,825 46% 
Rolesville 907 3,786 317% 
Wake Forest* 12,588 29,218 132% 
Wendell 4,247 5,845 38% 
Zebulon* 4,046 4,433 10% 
Unincorporated 169,174 185,175 9% 
Wake County  627,846 900,993 44% 

*Total population counts do not include residents who lived within the parts of those municipalities that extended into other counties on April 1, 2010. 



Wake County Exceeds 1 Million Residents 

Source: State Demographer’s Office.  Annual County Population Projections. May 2012. 
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Wake County Population Continues to Diversify:  2000 to 2010 
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Compiled from 2010 Census Tract Race and Hispanic Origin Table  

Wake County April 1, 2010  
*African American  

Residents – 182,793 
Percentage – 20.3% 

 
*Non-Hispanic 
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Compiled from 2010 Census Tract Race and Hispanic Origin Table  

Wake County April 1, 2010  
*Asian Residents – 48,287 

Percentage – 5.4% 
 

*Non-Hispanic 
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Compiled from 2010 Census Tract Race and Hispanic Origin Table  
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Compiled from 2010 Census Tract Race and Hispanic Origin Table  

Wake County April 1, 2010  
Hispanic Residents – 87,922 

Percentage – 9.8% 
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Compiled from 2010 Census Tract Race and Hispanic Origin Table  
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Data from US 2010 Census 

  Native Hawaiian 

  Samoan 

  Tongan 

  Guamanian or Chamorro 

  Marshallese 

  Fijian 

Wake County April 1, 2010  
*Native Hawaiian & Pacific Islander – 317 
Percentage – 0.0% 

 
*Non-Hispanic 
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Data from US 2010 Census 

Wake County April 1, 2010  
*American Indian & Alaskan Native – 2,537 
Percentage – 0.3% 

 
*Non-Hispanic 

American Indian 

  Lumbee 

  Cherokee 

  Mexican American Indian 

Alaskan Native 

  Alaskan Athabascan 

  Aleut 

Most Populous in Wake County 
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Glossary of Census Terms:  
American Community Survey Estimates 

Data collected 
between... 

Data pooled to 
produce 

Data published for 
areas with 

January 1, 2010 and 
December 31, 2010  

2010 ACS 1-year 
estimates 

populations of 
65,000+ 

January 1, 2008 and 
December 31, 2010 

2008-2010 ACS 3-year 
estimates 

populations of 
20,000+ 

January 1, 2006 and 
December 31, 2010 

2006-2010 ACS 5-year 
estimates 

populations of 
almost any size 

The Census Bureau collects American Community Survey data from a sample of the population in the  

United States and Puerto Rico—rather than from the whole population.   All ACS data are survey 

estimates – with margins of error reported.  

U.S. Census Bureau.  American Community Survey. 
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Glossary of Census Terms: 
Economy 

Native population 
The native population includes people born in 
the United States, Puerto Rico, or U.S. Island 
Areas; as well as those born in a foreign 
country who had at least one parent who was 
a U.S. citizen. 

Foreign-born population 
People who are not U.S. citizens at birth. 

The majority (83 percent) of the 2010 foreign 
born reported entering the United States prior 
to 2005.  

U.S. Census Bureau.  2010 American Community Survey. 
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NC 2010 Total 
719,000 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2010. 

U.S Foreign-Born Population by World Region of Birth:  2010 
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1990 Census   
16,545 

2000 Census   
60,602 

2010 ACS *  
  119,452 

Wake County  
Foreign Born Population 

*American Community Survey.  2010 – 1 year Estimate 
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2010 American Community Survey (1 year ACS):  119,452 Foreign Born Residents 

Nativity and Foreign Born 
 
13 percent of the people living in Wake County in 2010 were foreign born. Of the foreign born 
population, 49 percent entered the country before the year 2000. 51 percent of the foreign born 
entered the country in 2000 or later. 
 
Foreign born residents of Wake County, North Carolina come from different parts of the world. 
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Glossary of Census Terms:  
Demographic Overview 

Median divides into two equal parts: one-half of the 
cases falling below the median and one-half above the 

median. 

Household  A household includes all of the people 
who occupy a housing unit. 

Educational attainment 
Refers to the highest level of education completed in 
terms of the highest degree or the highest level of 
schooling completed. 

Household Income includes the income of the 
householder and all other individuals 15 years old 
and over in the household, whether they are related 

to the householder or not. 

School enrollment 
Enrollment in regular school, either public or private, 
which includes nursery school, kindergarten, 
elementary school, and schooling which leads to a 
high school diploma or college degree. 

U.S. Census Bureau.  2010 American Community Survey. 
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SUBJECT 
 

  
 WAKE COUNTY  NATIVE AND FOREIGN BORN RESIDENTS 

SELELCTED CHARACTERISTICS: 2010 1 year ACS  

County Total Native Foreign born 

Estimate Estimate Estimate 
Total population 906,969 787,517 119,452 

SEX AND AGE       
  Male 48.7% 48.3% 51.4% 

  Female 51.3% 51.7% 48.6% 
Under 5 years 7.3% 8.2% 1.6% 
5 to 17 years 18.7% 20.2% 8.8% 

18 to 24 years 9.7% 9.3% 12.1% 
25 to 44 years 31.4% 28.6% 50.4% 

45 to 54 years 14.5% 14.4% 15.0% 
55 to 64 years 9.9% 10.3% 7.4% 

65 to 74 years 5.0% 5.3% 3.0% 
75 to 84 years 2.6% 2.8% 1.3% 
85 years and over 0.9% 1.0% 0.5% 

Median age (years) 34.4 34.2 35.2 
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SUBJECT 

  
 WAKE COUNTY  NATIVE AND FOREIGN BORN RESIDENTS 

SELELCTED CHARACTERISTICS: 2010 1 year ACS  

County Total Native Foreign born 

Estimate Estimate Estimate 

HOUSEHOLD TYPE       

  In married-couple family 61.8% 60.5% 69.8% 

  In other households 36.0% 37.0% 29.2% 

Average household size 2.62 2.49 3.49 

Average family size 3.21 3.10 3.80 

MARITAL STATUS       

    Population 15 years and over 708,033 598,135 109,898 

  Never married 32.9% 33.9% 27.3% 

  Now married, except separated 51.0% 49.0% 62.1% 

  Divorced or separated 11.7% 12.4% 7.9% 

  Widowed 4.4% 4.8% 2.6% 
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SUBJECT 
 

  
 WAKE COUNTY  NATIVE AND FOREIGN BORN RESIDENTS 

SELELCTED CHARACTERISTICS: 2010 1 year ACS  

County Total Native Foreign born 

Estimate Estimate Estimate 

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 

    Population 3 years and over  
    enrolled in school 

268,851 245,551 23,300 

   Nursery school, preschool 6.2% 6.5% 3.1% 

   Elementary school (grades K-8) 44.9% 46.2% 31.3% 

   High school (grades 9-12) 17.8% 17.9% 17.2% 

   College or graduate school 31.1% 29.5% 48.4% 

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT       

    Population 25 years and over 583,522 490,852 92,670 

   Less than high school graduate 7.4% 4.6% 21.7% 

   High school graduate 16.8% 16.9% 16.7% 

   Some college or associate's degree 29.1% 30.3% 22.5% 

   Bachelor's degree 31.3% 32.9% 22.6% 

   Graduate or professional degree 15.4% 15.2% 16.4% 
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SUBJECT 

  WAKE COUNTY  NATIVE AND FOREIGN BORN 
RESIDENTS 

SELELCTED CHARACTERISTICS: 2010 ACS  

County Total Native Foreign born 

Estimate Estimate Estimate 

HOUSEHOLDS 338,054  294,011  44,043  

      Median Household income (dollars) $61,426 $63,321 $48,067 

      Average number of workers per household 1.30 1.26 1.52 

HOUSING TENURE 

  Owner-occupied housing units 66.4% 68.2% 55.0% 

  Renter-occupied housing units 33.6% 31.8% 45.0% 

GROSS RENT AS A PERCENTAGE OF 
HOUSEHOLD INCOME IN THE PAST 12 
MONTHS 

 30 percent or more 44.0% 41.4% 56.3% 

     Linguistically isolated households 3.9% 0.4% 27.3% 
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2006- 2010 American Community Survey (5 year ACS):  107,693 Foreign Born Residents 
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Wake County Foreign Born Residents 
African Region – estimated 10,972:  

2006-2010 ACS 

Eastern   2,849 
   Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya  , Other 
    
Middle   1,402 
   Cameroon, Other 
    
Northern   1,934 
   Egypt, Morocco, Sudan, Other 
 
Southern     623 
   South Africa, Other 
  
Western   2,630 
   Cape Verde, Ghana, Liberia, Nigeria 
   Sierra Leone, Other 
 
Not Classified  1,534 

Data from U.S. Census.  2006-2010 American Community Survey. 

Kenya: 1,008  
Egypt: 890 
South Africa: 623 
Nigeria:  1,371 
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Wake County Foreign Born Residents 
Latin American Region – Estimated 46,517:  

2006-2010 ACS 

Caribbean   4,253 
   Bahamas, Barbados, Cuba, Dominica,   
   Dominican Republic, Grenada, Haiti,  
   Jamaica, St. Vincent, Trinidad, West Indies, 
   Other  
   
Central   37,212 
   Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
   Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama,  
   Other 
    
Southern   5,052 
   Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia,  
   Ecuador, Guyana, Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela, 
   Other 

Cuba: 1,075  
Mexico: 28,765 
Colombia: 1,167 

Data from U.S. Census.  2006-2010 American Community Survey. 
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Wake County Foreign Born Residents 
North American Region – Estimated 3,416:  

2006-2010 ACS 

Canada 3,391 
  
   
Other       25 

Data from U.S. Census.  2006-2010 American Community Survey. 
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Data from US 2010 Census. *One category alone, not in combination with other races. 

Wake County Foreign Born Residents 
Asian Origin – Estimated 35,444:  

2006-2010 ACS 

Eastern   9,758 
   China, Hong Kong, Japan, Korea, Taiwan,   
   Other  
   
South Central  14,812 
   Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, Iran, 
   Kazakhstan, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,  
   Uzbekistan, Other 
    
South Eastern  7,903 
   Burma, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,   
   Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, 
   Vietnam, Other 
 
Western   2,717 
   Armenia, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait,  
   Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Turkey,  
   Yemen, Other 
 
Not Classified      254 

China: 4,375  
India: 11,278 
Vietnam: 3,608 
Lebanon:  630 
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Wake County Foreign Born Residents 
European Region – Estimated 11,034:  

2006-2010 ACS 

Northern   3,564 
   Denmark, England, Ireland, Norway,   
   Scotland, Sweden   
   
Western   2,624 
   Austria, Belgium, France, Germany,  
   Netherlands, Switzerland, Other 
    
Southern      922 
   Greece, Italy, Portugal, Spain, Other 
    
Eastern   3,887 
   Albania, Belarus, Bosnia, Bulgaria,  
   Croatia, Herzegovina,  Hungary, Latvia,  
   Lithuania, Macedonia, Moldova, Poland,  
   Romania, Russia, Serbia, Ukraine, Yugoslavia 
 
Not Classified       37 

England: 1,113  
Germany: 1,665 
Italy: 571 
Russia:  753 

Data from U.S. Census.  2006-2010 American Community Survey. 
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Wake County Foreign Born Residents 
Oceania Region – Estimated 310:  

2006-2010 ACS 

Oceania   301 
   Australia, New Zealand, 
   Other  
   
Fiji       9 

Australia: 260 

Data from U.S. Census.  2006-2010 American Community Survey. 
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OTHER  
AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY 

& LOCALLY SOURCED DATA 
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Population by Generational Status and  
Educational Attainment: 2009 

Less than high school diploma High school graduate Some college or more

‘First generation' refers to those who are foreign born; 'second generation' refers to those with at least one foreign-born 
parent; 'third-and-higher generation' includes those with two U.S. native parents.  

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey Annual Social and Economic Supplement, 2009. 
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Source.  Wake Tech Community College 2012 Fact Book. 
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White 
62.9% 

Black 
28.3% 

Hispanic 
4.6% 

Asian 
3.9% 

Others 
0.3% 

 2000-2001 

White 
49.3% 

Black 
24.7% 

Hispanic 
15.0% 

Asian 
6.3% 

Others 
4.8% 

  2011-12 

WAKE COUNTY PUBLIC  SCHOOLS SYSTEM 
 STUDENT ENROLLMENT 

98,741 Students 146,687 Students 

Source:  2000-2001 Data – NC Department of Instruction Education Statistic Access System – Beyond 20/20 Report.   
2011-2012 Data prepared by Maja Vouk, AICP, GISP; WCPSS Director, Demographics Growth and Planning, October 2011. 
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http://www.wakegov.com/census/ 

sharon.peterson@wakegov.com   919-856-6325 
bryan.coates@wakegov.com   919-856-5636 
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