
Welcome to the Wake County Animal Center Community Newsletter: Wags and Brags! This
seasonal newsletter features adoption information, responsible pet ownership tips, updates from
the center and much more. Thanks for reading!

2017 Year in Review
2017 was a great year for the Wake County Animal Center! Visit our website to learn how you can help us make 2018
even better. While you're there, don't forget to check out our monthly reports. These reports feature detailed statistics
and trends that help our staff determine what areas can be improved upon.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nU1oSNEMnbbd9PxaensEZaHLoZDFSXjH5Ph1CgY9PLnxdmWxqXToriWv4y96l8VeJ1cV2xcYl571mEBmnXQPQVEdFV1UsBbHuMWGh3Z4nCgYUJLIdvUFOvNLWxW5oKwhfBAkFl0yRk8gHUc4-vULaLgn16pyA2OAh2tN6ULb6Xm9u-J5Z9LtVA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nU1oSNEMnbbd9PxaensEZaHLoZDFSXjH5Ph1CgY9PLnxdmWxqXTorjX9FliDiw2qcO5y7_xOjGuivnRPtJMQWaJWAuwEFuTpH5xiy0oeIjhlSIglQ__9ys7HFK0CnWb4baluV0TNrItq9LeOEnKDLjbJdDUXAjgCL4dNR1S6bmaVT0EJk_lQdNTpeqDAlgV7Gayow9dL5mlABAlP7KQbLvfCqRzuIRBr&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nU1oSNEMnbbd9PxaensEZaHLoZDFSXjH5Ph1CgY9PLnxdmWxqXToriWv4y96l8VeJ1cV2xcYl571mEBmnXQPQVEdFV1UsBbHuMWGh3Z4nCgYUJLIdvUFOvNLWxW5oKwhfBAkFl0yRk8gHUc4-vULaLgn16pyA2OAh2tN6ULb6Xm9u-J5Z9LtVA==&c=&ch=




Housing option provided for our community cats at
the WCAC.

Kids 4 Critters Program Receives Grant
Kids 4 Critters empowers fourth graders in Wake County to teach others how
to be responsible pet owners and to develop a life-long respect for animals.
Thanks to a grant from the North Carolina Veterinary Medical Association, the
program will now be able to teach more students about this important topic.

Throughout the six-week Kids 4 Critters program, which was created in 2014,
fourth grade students at participating elementary schools in Wake County
complete lessons and art projects that teach the importance of responsible
pet ownership.

The growing program has been funded strictly through donations from
participating school PTAs. In late 2017, Kids 4 Critters was awarded a 2018
North Carolina Veterinary Medical Association High Five Grant for 2018. This grant will enable the Kids 4 Critters
program to expand to schools that may not be able to provide funding for the program. In its evaluation, the NCVMA
said of the program, "The Kids 4 Critters program is notable in its efforts to educate citizens and improve the care of
animals in North Carolina. The committee felt Kids 4 Critters best fulfills the criteria, often in a unique manner!"

The National Association of Counties (NACo) awarded the Wake County Animal Center a 2017 Achievement Award in
the category of Children and Youth for the Kids 4 Critters Program.
 
Follow Kids 4 Critters on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/Kids4CrittersNC/

Wake County Animal Control Helps
Pets During Extreme Cold
Wake County broke a record in January with more than 158
hours of consecutive temperatures at or below freezing,
causing concerns for the welfare of local pets. 

With the goal of helping animals in need and providing
resources to owners, Animal Control Officers responded to
requests for welfare checks for animals that may not have
had adequate shelter, food or water. Officers were equipped
with bales of straw, which were provided by Beyond Fences,
extra bedding and dog houses that were donated from the
community. 

February and March Adoption Specials 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nU1oSNEMnbbd9PxaensEZaHLoZDFSXjH5Ph1CgY9PLnxdmWxqXTorhXiCVqJL6OzKCAc0owPaSnUJdfrepGpOaqkc9YCuGFZG6WlMqRfMtVfjwIjlwKr1HMHPqRjJlyOkYyGdguNx3TbG4lEArsQ4kweI4SQpuJNtkY9lzvDjLDHOmmu61YxWvIiKtFWpahfSulq7DNMANs=&c=&ch=


   

Whether you want to bring home the unconditional love of a pet this Valentine's Day, or make a pet's St. Patrick's Day
extra lucky with a new home, the following two adoption specials are just for you.  

Valentine's Day Adoption Special: Feb. 10 - 16
Pot of Gold Adoption Special: March 17 - 23

During both adoption specials, adopt a cat age six months or older at whatever price you choose. Dogs age six months
and older will be available for $25.

Adult cats and dogs make great pets because they have already developed their personalities and behaviors. If a cat
or dog is coming from a foster home, potential owners will also know more about what the pet is like in a home
environment. 

View all pets available for adoption at pets.wakegov.com.

Welcome to Pittie and Kittie Present:
Responsible Pet Ownership! In every
issue of Wags and Brags, we'll feature
important information for the health and
well-being of your pet. This month, we
bring you:

Chocolate Toxicity and Pets

Giving chocolate to your loved ones for
Valentine's Day may seem sweet, but it's not so
sweet for your pets!

Almost all ingestion of dark chocolate by pets is considered an emergency. According to the Pet Poison Helpline, 95
percent of calls received regarding chocolate poisoning are related to dogs. Cats tend to be more discriminate and less
likely to eat chocolate.
 
The toxicity of chocolate comes from the amount of theobromine and caffeine it contains. Theobromine is the primary
toxic agent in chocolate for pets. Depending on the type of chocolate, it can contain three to 10 times more theobromine
than caffeine. The darker the chocolate, the more theobromine it contains. Chocolate toxicity can also occur if a pet
ingests mulch made from cocoa-bean hulls. Wondering how toxic chocolate can be? Check out this Chocolate Toxicity
Calculator.
 
Signs of chocolate toxicity include vomiting, diarrhea, agitation, elevated heart rate, abnormal heart rhythms, tremors,
seizures and collapse. Some dogs can even develop pancreatitis due to the amount of fat in chocolate.
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nU1oSNEMnbbd9PxaensEZaHLoZDFSXjH5Ph1CgY9PLnxdmWxqXToro8bMlkdm2yR69BBwS1uCBM4QJBVss05egjIgRdKSsG32UiVcEaD_JjdGewAAJf4-aKMVvsFUVdk9KKnkgktADOLo9p67ko0Yi1j3bFrDIu76897r9OH540=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nU1oSNEMnbbd9PxaensEZaHLoZDFSXjH5Ph1CgY9PLnxdmWxqXTorhXiCVqJL6Oz_iVN8ALGLaA3BN0wvJskt6zVW-bU2m7LpsOwVc49wVaYVgaEEWkjO2gViV4LbBFaK1m7-t1PAnUIkbmgwKKh_jp9Z7jrLCaPkmH60_KFyb6T5h_dFplsULa3GWHTPRtoufZlGHJ4fVrrqCRs6nx-39PbDoi7De4gqbPOvuBIK9w=&c=&ch=


With prompt veterinary care, the likelihood of recovery for dogs that ingest a small amount of chocolate or have mild
signs of poisoning is typically excellent. If a dog is showing severe signs such a seizures or collapses, the prognosis
may be poor.
 
If you think your pet ingested chocolate, seek immediate care by your regular veterinarian or a local emergency vet
clinic. Pet Poison Helpline, a 24/7 Animal Poison Control Center: (855) 764-7661. ($59 per incident fee.)

Keep your Pets Safe in Winter Weather
Bring your pets inside during cold winter weather. If that is not an option, follow these guidelines to keep them safe this
season.

Shelter:

Give them a dry, draft-free shelter that is large enough for them to sit and lie down, but small enough to hold in
their body heat;
Ensure the floor is raised a few inches off the ground and that it is bedded with straw or shavings; and
Cover the doorway with heavy plastic or another waterproof material to keep wind out.

All pets must have access to non-frozen, clean drinking water. During extreme low temperatures, change water
frequently before it freezes.

Hair Coats:

Long Hair: Don't shave your dog down to the skin in the winter. The longer coat will provide more warmth.
Short Hair: Consider getting them a coat or sweater.

Winter Walks:

Massage petroleum jelly or other paw protectant into paw pads before going outside to help protect from salt and
chemical agents.
Use booties to provide even more coverage and prevent sand and salt from getting lodged between bare toes,
causing irritation.
If possible, use "pet-friendly" ice melt that is less likely to irritate paws. If not, wipe paws with a damp towel to
remove the chemicals.

Outdoor Cats:

A warm vehicle engine can be an appealing heat source for outdoor cats. Check underneath your hood, bang on
the hood and honk the horn before starting the engine to encourage cats to remove themselves from under your
hood.
Caring for feral cats? Check out ASPCAPro's "Top Ten Tips: Caring for Ferals in Winter."

Symptoms of Hypothermia in pets include whining, shivering, weakness, anxiety, slowing down or not moving and
looking for warm places to burrow. If you suspect hypothermia, consult your veterinarian immediately. 

Help Curb Pet Overpopulation
In recognition of World Spay Day on Feb. 27, the Wake County Animal
Center is reminding pet owners of the importance of spaying and neutering
their pets to help control pet overpopulation.
 
While all pets that are adopted from the center are spayed or neutered before
they go to their new home, WCAC staff veterinarian Dr. Sarah McCain wants
to make sure all pet owners in the county are aware of their pet's spay or
neuter status, no matter where they were adopted from.
 
"If you are getting a pet from a friend or other source, make sure you
immediately take them to a vet, get the vaccines they need and make sure
they are spayed or neutered," said Dr. McCain. "Our goal is to break the
cycle of unwanted litters and bringing more animals into this world when there
are already too many who need homes."
 
Dr. McCain and her vet team spay and neuter an average of 16 animals per day. A total of 2,733 spay and neuter
surgeries took place at the center in 2017.
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nU1oSNEMnbbd9PxaensEZaHLoZDFSXjH5Ph1CgY9PLnxdmWxqXTorhXiCVqJL6OzaD3nVTRJi89UL0_nLT5DiGXDX6kPt6OsCpAD_APjbtkOh5qqh_Mv0kDPRtRJvlcfZWbkqc5AXF7eWAr5FUpUIMoTQM3CbbWpFh8Eo7nf4meg4och2Ruyrl8bxjuXsW5ffzE-rifqMjBKtNBhHMQRxRsAUiJsVV0t9W9IEdpPl8lxTpQJiB_Un6mwlyeHjkdSWUdI271M2TINaVsy7Aw3h-7ohz5zWLOM&c=&ch=


In addition to spaying and neutering intact animals before they are adopted, the shelter also spays and neuters feral
cats through the Trap, Neuter, Release (TNR) program. 

As winter comes to an end, cat season will be here soon. Dr. McCain, who has been with the center since July 2015
and was previously at a clinic in Greenville and private practice in Hickory, has seen a trend of cat season getting
longer and longer over the last few years.

"Cat season is lengthening. It used to be just the warm spring and summer months, but we're still seeing cats in heat,
even at this time of year," said McCain. "We are also seeing cats come into heat at a younger age. If you have a pet
and you have waited to get them spayed and neutered, there's a risk of them getting pregnant."
 
The center does not offer spay and neuter services for the general public. Pet owners who want to get their pets spayed
or neutered should contact a veterinarian.To learn more about the importance of spaying and neutering your pets, as
well as resources for low-cost spay and neuter services, visit our website. 

Donations Needed: Cat Toys
Our kitties enjoyed receiving toys this holiday season that we had
"marinated" in catnip for a few days. Some of our more reserved cats came
out of their shells and showed their funny sides! 

We are asking for cat toys (fabric or plastic) and for catnip. This will allow
us to continue this enrichment for our feline residents! 

The center also has an Amazon Wish List of needed items. 

On behalf of the staff and animals at the center, thank you for your
generosity! 

P.S. Does this cute kitty look like the purr-fect pet to bring home? Her name
is Kes and she is available for adoption at the center! Learn more about Kes
on our adoption gallery. 

Mission Statement of the Wake County Animal Center: Determined to make a difference for the animals and citizens
of Wake County through education, adoption, enforcement and community partnership.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nU1oSNEMnbbd9PxaensEZaHLoZDFSXjH5Ph1CgY9PLnxdmWxqXTorhXiCVqJL6Oz8M4v3XN8yF6AecbtIQiSYdYsgeFg3Xc1jcYCaMkiiILsF6AHSgiIHXCeC8d-FXERbno4stSDJI6Ax-CPyTKrXiiXO95zrGc2S4gBJR162aC-KYBXYck81vKAugMToHTkTIkjT-iLDy25nW35LepqRA5qIx75JmRI&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nU1oSNEMnbbd9PxaensEZaHLoZDFSXjH5Ph1CgY9PLnxdmWxqXTorst-HaKIuKrNiWKDzSkUMMcmIPZCrXtppjDcFyyWXEWZ5A7Fij2-q1OqHhAlnci6U5W32LlTLVZQgNX8SsiHKF7f0HJ0tUidBR_xWbrknrDCCxYDT6u7C-02jUYG275FpRq_7gSSWjZGqI8JEp7osINSFnDctw31ZkpI8P783MpF6_vs4_cCcb6gv3M9shVicnI0yzzxFYWt448x2w86M539E3Cm0RVCZw9kux0JezFL&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nU1oSNEMnbbd9PxaensEZaHLoZDFSXjH5Ph1CgY9PLnxdmWxqXTorhXiCVqJL6OzXgUFOlqT1mRE61v1ix_1hApoBRDk_HPATlsI-2yOq5xTBj4LUe9W75WRYv6iV3KV88gaszHXr8llv8O_7-o2HfZW5oqdRZVl1Tiq0GHcb8HkwwPiYfeJl-eZuV2Kv4U2&c=&ch=

