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Parks, Recreation, 

& Open Space
Open Space Program Project Proposal Form
Wake County’s Open Space Program protects key parcels of county land for current residents and future generations.  The intent of the program is to work with willing municipalities, nonprofit organizations, and property owners to consider land protection options.  The Open Space Program is an investment in the citizens of Wake County’s quality of life.

The overall goals of the program are to:

(    Preserve resources that provide clean water, clean air, and flood control 

(    Protect valuable natural areas, wildlife habitat, and significant cultural/historic resources

(    Protect working farm and forestland in Wake County

(    Provide opportunities for passive outdoor recreation

County landowners are encouraged to consider participating in this voluntary program.

Step 1:  Interested parties should review the Open Space Program’s implementation guidelines by visiting http://www.wakegov.com/parks/openspace/.  

Step 2: If you are an individual landowner…

Individual landowners interested in participating may not need this form.  Open Space Program staff will work with individual landowners on a one-on-one basis.  Contact Chris Snow, Director of Parks, Recreation and Open Space at 919-856-6677 for more details.  

Step 2:  If you are an organization or municipality…

If the applicant is an organization or a municipality, please complete and submit this project proposal form.  Prior to submittal, organizational applicants are encouraged to contact Open Space staff and set up a pre-project meeting to discuss land protection options.  
Proposals are accepted on a year-round basis.  Successful proposals must be reviewed by the Land Acquisition and Review Committee (LARC), the Open Space and Parks Advisory Committee (OSAPAC), and approved by the Wake County Board of Commissioners.

Proposals should be submitted to:
Wake County PROS






Attn:  Chris Snow





PO Box 550, suite 1000






Raleigh, NC  27602





Questions… 

Should be directed to Chris Snow, Director of Parks, Recreation and Open Space at 919-856-6677 or Mark Edmondson, Real Estate Project Manager, 919-856-6176.
I.
Partner Information
Name of Organization or Individual Landowner:______________________________

Mailing Address:_______________________________________________________

Phone Number: ______________________  Email:___________________________

II.
Property Information 

Name of Property:_____________________      Total Acreage: ___________ 

Number of acres to be protected: __________

Property Address:_____________________________________

Current Property Owner:________________________________

III.
Project Description

Please attach a description of the proposed project that addresses the following points. 

· Briefly describe how the project will benefit long-term water quality in the county.

· Explain how this project will help meet the goals and objectives established in the County’s Consolidated Open Space Plan (COSP).

· Briefly describe why the project will be a financially sound endeavor for the County.  Please address: 1) how the property has been priced, 2) if the property is priced fairly, and 3) if and why the project is a “good deal.” 

· Identify the specific tool that will be used to protect this property (i.e., fee simple purchase, conservation easement, buffer or floodplain ordinance) and explain why this tool is the best choice.

· Describe how the property will be used in the short-term and over the long-term.  Please address 1.) plans for land stewardship, and 2.) how funding needed for stewardship and maintenance will be obtained.

· If this project is not located along one of the County’s 11 acquisition corridors, the applicant must provide matching funds (50% of total project cost). If this project is outside of an acquisition corridor, please identify how the applicant will provide a match.

· Please indicate whether any of this property is being donated.  If so, please tell us 1) how much property is being donated, and 2) whether the donation is serving as an in-kind match.

· If the applicant is a municipality, please describe the status of your municipality’s open space plan (i.e., has been adopted, is under review, is in formative stages, etc.).

IV.
Supporting Materials

In addition to your project description, please provide copies of the following materials:

· Document containing complete property analysis  (This analysis is provided in an appraisal report prepared by a State Certified Appraiser).

· Map of the property (24”x 36” or larger) showing acreage, soils, topography, vegetation, streams, lakes/ponds and other features.  This map should reveal the property’s potential to help meet objectives of the County’s Consolidated Open Space Plan (COSP) and Watershed Management Plan.

· GIS map (24”x 36” or larger) showing the site’s relationship to schools, subdivisions, area parks, greenways, and potential future open space acquisitions

Submission of this form does not bind the applicant to proceeding with a donation or sale of land or an easement.  Likewise, the submission of this application does not bind Wake County to accept or purchase land or an easement.
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