
“a program based on the understanding that land is a crucial component of the built environment 
and can be planned, designed, developed and maintained to protect and enhance the benefits we derive from healthy functioning landscapes.”

NATIVE HABITAT ESTABLISHMENT

SUPPORTING POLLINATORS NATURAL RESOURCE 
ASSESSMENT

SCHOOL GARDENS

POSSIBILITIES.......
Support Physical Activity     -     Social Interaction     -     Cultural and Historic Places

Engage Users and Stakeholders    -     Salvaged Materials     -     Restore Aquatic Ecosystems

Conserve Energy Use     -     On-Site Food Production     -     Sustainibility Awareness and Education

AGRICULTURAL ECOSYSTEM

HORSESHOE FARM NATURE PRESERVE
SITES CERTIFIED

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
The Dirt on Planning and Growing Edible School Gardens at WCPSS

Taking Root in Wake County

“In contrast to buildings, built landscapes and green infrastructure have the capacity to protect and regenerate natural systems to 

create ecologically resilient communities better able to withstand and recover from episodic floods, droughts, wildfires, and other catastrophic events.”
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YES ? NO YES ? NO

0 0 0 Possible Points: 13 0 0 0 Possible Points: 30
Y  CONTEXT P1.1  HHWB C6.1 2 to 3
Y  CONTEXT P1.2  HHWB C6.2 2
Y  CONTEXT P1.3  HHWB C6.3 2
Y  CONTEXT P1.4  HHWB C6.4 2

 CONTEXT C1.5 3 to 6  HHWB C6.5 2
 CONTEXT C1.6 4  HHWB C6.6 2
 CONTEXT C1.7 2 to 3  HHWB C6.7 3 to 4

 HHWB C6.8 4
0 0 0 Possible Points: 3  HHWB C6.9 4
Y  PRE-DESIGN P2.1  HHWB C6.10 1 to 2
Y  PRE-DESIGN P2.2  HHWB C6.11 3
Y  PRE-DESIGN P2.3

 PRE-DESIGN C2.4 3 0 0 0 Possible Points: 17
Y  CONSTRUCTION P7.1

0 0 0 Possible Points: 23 Y  CONSTRUCTION P7.2
Y  WATER P3.1 Y  CONSTRUCTION P7.3
Y  WATER P3.2  CONSTRUCTION C7.4 3 to 5

 WATER C3.3 4 to 6  CONSTRUCTION C7.5 3 to 4
 WATER C3.4 4 to 6  CONSTRUCTION C7.6 3 to 4
 WATER C3.5 4 to 5  CONSTRUCTION C7.7 2 to 4
 WATER C3.6 4 to 6

0 0 0 Possible Points: 22
0 0 0 Possible Points: 40 Y  O+M P8.1
Y  SOIL+VEG P4.1 Y  O+M P8.2
Y  SOIL+VEG P4.2  O+M C8.3 3 to 5
Y  SOIL+VEG P4.3  O+M C8.4 4 to 5

 SOIL+VEG C4.4 4 to 6  O+M C8.5 2 to 4
 SOIL+VEG C4.5 4  O+M C8.6 3 to 4
 SOIL+VEG C4.6 3 to 6  O+M C8.7 2 to 4
 SOIL+VEG C4.7 4 to 6
 SOIL+VEG C4.8 1 to 6 0 0 0 Possible Points: 11
 SOIL+VEG C4.9 4  EDUCATION C9.1 3 to 4
 SOIL+VEG C4.10 1 to 4  EDUCATION C9.2 3
 SOIL+VEG C4.11 4  EDUCATION C9.3 4

0 0 0 Possible Points: 41 0 0 0 Bonus Points: 9
Y  MATERIALS P5.1  INNOVATION C10.1 3 to 9

 MATERIALS C5.2 2 to 4
 MATERIALS C5.3 3 to 4 YES ? NO

 MATERIALS C5.4 3 to 4 0 0 0 Total Possible Points: 200
 MATERIALS C5.5 3 to 4
 MATERIALS C5.6 3 to 5 KEY SITES Certification levels Points
 MATERIALS C5.7 1 to 5 YES   CERTIFIED 70
 MATERIALS C5.8 1 to 5 ? SILVER 85
 MATERIALS C5.9 5 NO GOLD 100
 MATERIALS C5.10 1 to 5 PLATINUM 135

Project striving to achieve points, not 100% confident 

Project is unable to achieve these credit points

Reduce urban heat island effects

Conserve and restore native plant communities 

Support sustainability in plant production

Design for adaptability and disassembly
Use salvaged materials and plants
Use recycled content materials
Use regional materials
Support responsible extraction of raw materials
Support transparency and safer chemistry
Support sustainability in materials manufacturing

Maintain on-site structures and paving

Optimize biomass

Project confident points are achievable

Plan to monitor and report site performance

Innovation or exemplary performance

 TOTAL ESTIMATED POINTS

Use vegetation to minimize building energy use

Eliminate the use of wood from threatened tree species
 5: SITE DESIGN - MATERIALS SELECTION

Reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfire
Develop and communicate a case study

 10. INNOVATION OR EXEMPLARY PERFORMANCE

Promote sustainability awareness and education

SITES v2 Scorecard Summary

Restore soils disturbed by previous development
Divert construction and demolition materials from disposal
Divert reusable vegetation, rocks, and soil from disposal
Protect air quality during construction

Protect and maintain cultural and historic places

Support physical activity

Support local economy

Provide optimum site accessibility, safety, and wayfinding 
Promote equitable site use
Support mental restoration

Communicate and verify sustainable construction practices

Locate projects within existing developed areas

 2: PRE-DESIGN ASSESSMENT + PLANNING
Reduce light pollution

Conduct a pre-design site assessment 

Encourage fuel efficient and multi-modal transportation
Minimize exposure to environmental tobacco smoke 

Provide on-site food production
Support social connection

Restore soils disturbed during construction

 9. EDUCATION + PERFORMANCE MONITORING

Plan for sustainable site maintenance

Use renewable sources for landscape electricity needs
Reduce outdoor energy consumption

Provide for storage and collection of recyclables
Recycle organic matter
Minimize pesticide and fertilizer use

Protect air quality during landscape maintenance

Limit development on farmland
Protect floodplain functions 
Conserve aquatic ecosystems
Conserve habitats for threatened and endangered species
Redevelop degraded sites

Conserve and use native plants
Conserve special status vegetation

Designate and communicate VSPZs

 8. OPERATIONS + MAINTENANCE

 3: SITE DESIGN - WATER

 4: SITE DESIGN - SOIL + VEGETATION

Use appropriate plants
Conserve healthy soils and appropriate vegetation

Create and communicate a soil management plan
Control and manage invasive plants

Restore aquatic ecosystems

Manage precipitation beyond baseline

Control and retain construction pollutants

 6: SITE DESIGN - HUMAN HEALTH + WELL-BEING

 7: CONSTRUCTION

Reduce outdoor water use
Design functional stormwater features as amenities

Connect to multi-modal transit networks

Use an integrative design process

Engage users and stakeholders

 1: SITE CONTEXT

Manage precipitation on site 
Reduce water use for landscape irrigation 

Location After!

Garden Site:
“Grow Zone”
Willow Springs Elementary


