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-

process of “connecting the dots” can result in a long standing goal of 
having a truly regional greenway system.” 

3Recommendations
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OVERVIEW

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR GREENWAY 
TRAIL DEVELOPMENT IN WAKE COUNTY

The vision for this Plan is to create a con-
nected and comprehensive system of gre-
enway trails that enhances quality of life 
throughout Wake County.  

• The greenway system should be safe. 

• The greenway system should be     
accessible. 

• Greenway system improvements should 
be economical. 

• Greenway trails should connect to 
places people want to go. 
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• Navigating the greenway system should 
be easy.

• The greenway system should be    
attractive and enhance community 
livability.

• Greenway trail design guidelines should 
aim for consistency.

METHODOLOGY FOR GREENWAY   
SYSTEM PLANNING
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MAP ALL EXISTING TRAILS AND TRAILS 
PROPOSED IN PREVIOUS PLANS: 

IDENTIFY A SYSTEM OF 
REGIONAL CONNECTOR 
TRAILS: Examine proposed routes from 

existing local and regional plans and identify routes 

-

ity, based on connections to existing trails and the 

ability to connect to destinations such as parks, 

lakes, city and town centers; solicit input on the 

draft network from a large group of stakeholders 

at a countywide trail coordination workshop; follow 

up with individual community planners and park 

their own communities.

PRIORITIZE THE OVERALL SYSTEM INTO SETS  
OF RECOMMENDATIONS: Divide proposed system into segments 

based on logical end-points such as existing trails, parks, and town centers; Assign seg-

ments into project categories based on 

 results of public feedback on the types of desired destinations 

The planning process incorporated input from 
nearly 50 local and regional stakeholders, and 
dozens of local and regional plans.

1
2

3

4

Key Steps in Developing Recommendations for this Plan

COLLECT DATA: Collect and assemble GIS data, existing community 

plans, and maps; gather Steering Committee input on primary existing challenges and 

opportunities; ask for public opinions on greenways through the comment form.
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THE COUNTYWIDE GREENWAY SYSTEM

MILES OF EXISTING GREENWAYS IN THE COUNTYWIDE SYSTEM: This 

shown in 

dark green on Map 3.0).  Most of this mileage consists of well-established 

greenway trail corridors, such as the Neuse River Trail, Reedy Creek Trail, 

the Walnut Creek Trail, and the Black Creek Greenway. There are also an 

light green on Map 3.0), but most of those are relatively short segments, 

trail spurs, and trails within parks. 

MILES OF TOTAL PROPOSED GREENWAYS IN THE COUNTYWIDE SYSTEM: 

shown 

in pink on Map 3.0).  These proposed trails are broken into four categories 

of recommendations, described in the following maps and pages.

MILES OF GREENWAYS IN DEVELOPMENT

that were reported as funded, in design, or under construction as of 

are mostly within the towns of Morrisville, Cary, Apex, and Wake Forest, 

among others.

BY THE NUMBERS

145

274

25
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Miles

Locally Proposed
Greenway Network

In Development

Existing - Unpaved

Existing - Paved

Proposed Greenways from 
Existing Local Plans

Parks

Highways

Municipal 
Boundary  
(Color varies)

LOCALLY PROPOSED GREENWAYS (11X17 FOLD OUT MAP) MAP 3.0-B

Data Sources
- Apex - Acquired from Town and updated 2015
- Cary - Acquired from Town 2015
- Fuquay-Varina - Acquired from Town 2014
- Garner - Acquired from Town 2015
- Holly Springs - Acquired from Town 2015
- Knightdale - Acquired from Town 2015
- Morrisville - Acquired from Town 2015
- CAMPO - Acquired NEAS data from 2012 plan
- Raleigh - Acquired from City 2015 
- RTP - Acquired from RTP 2015
- Rolesville - Acquired draft data from Town 2015 
- Triangle J COG - Acquired draft data from TJCOG in 2015
- Wake Forest - Acquired from Town 2015
- Wendell - Acquired from Town 2015 with updates
- Zebulon - Acquired data from 2015 greenways master plan
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Parks

Highways

Future I-540*

Countywide
Greenway Network

In Development

Existing - Unpaved

Existing - Paved

Other Local 
Existing Trails

Proposed

Lower

Higher

Social Equity
Assessment

*Areas with higher vulnerability are expressed in darker shades 
of blue. The range of low to high in the scale above refers to 
a scored assessment of vulnerability that takes into account
the following categories:
- % Age (under 18, over 65)
- % Housing Vacancy
- % Below Poverty Line          
- % Unemployed
- % No Diploma
 

SOCIAL EQUITY DATA - COUNTYWIDE GREENWAY SYSTEM OVERLAY (11X17 FOLD OUT MAP) MAP 3.0-C
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Highways

Future I-540*

Countywide
Greenway Network

In Development

Existing - Unpaved

Existing - Paved

Other Local 
Existing Trails

Proposed

0 - 500

Population: People/Square Mile
by Census Block Group 
(2009-2013 ACS)

501 - 1,079
(1,079 = Wake County Overall)

1,080 - 5,000

5,000+

Destinations

o
Airports

"¿Bus Stations

·ÊEntertainment

!Schools

·5Shopping Centers

·ÊSports Facilities

"ÁTrain Stations

··åUniversities/Colleges

Parks

MAP 3.0-D
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 POPULATION & DESTINATION DATA - COUNTYWIDE GREENWAY SYSTEM OVERLAY (11X17 FOLD OUT MAP)
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Weighing Social Equity and Distribution of 
the Greenway System

Social E uity Data  County ide reen ay 

System Overlay

 Population & Destination Data - 

Countywide Greenway System Overlay,

Countywide Greenway System

Shelly Lake in Raleigh, by ITRE Bicycle and Pedestrian Program.
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IN ANNUAL HEALTHCARE COST 
SAVINGS
That’s the equivalent of 2,400 
trips to the doctor!

$4 MILLION 9.5 

% 

SAVINGS FROM REDUCED 
VEHICLE EMISSIONS PER YEAR$600,000

23 MILLION

85
MILES BIKED
PER YEAR

MILES WALKED 
PER YEAR

TRIPS AROUND
THE EARTH!

2.2 MILLION  That’s the 
equivalent of 

That’s the 
equivalent of 

ANNUAL MILES WALKED

ANNUAL MILES BIKED

REDUCED VEHICLE EMISSIONS

REDUCED HEALTHCARE COSTS ANNUAL PHYSICAL ACTIVITY FROM BIKING & WALKING

OF WAKE COUNTY RESIDENTS MEETING 
THE CDC RECOMMENDED HOURS OF 
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY JUST FROM BICYCLING 
( ~30 minutes/day)

8,000
CROSS-COUNTRY
ROAD TRIPS

Below  Annual estimated bene ts of a fully built-out greenway system in Wake County. See previous page and Appendi  A form more information.
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$7 MILLION  

IN REDUCED HOUSEHOLD 
VEHICLE OPERATION COSTS 
PER YEAR$11 MILLION

IN COST SAVINGS FROM REDUCED TRAFFIC 
CONGESTION

$1.6 MILLION

FEWER MILES TRAVELLED BY 
AUTOMOBILES EVERY YEAR

20 MILLION
IN REDUCED MOTOR 
VEHICLE COLLISION- 
RELATED COSTS

HOUSEHOLD VEHICLE OPERATION COSTS

CONGESTION COSTS

COLLISION COSTSVEHICLE MILES TRAVELED

MAINTENANCE COSTS

$3 MILLION  IN REDUCED ROAD 
MAINTENANCE COSTS

Below  Annual estimated bene ts of a fully built-out greenway system in Wake County. See page 5  and Appendi  A form more information.
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GREENWAY SYSTEM RECOMMENDATIONS BY PROJECT CATEGORY

 These project cate-
gories will be approached by Wake County and its municipal partners with  taking 
into account the importance of both countywide connectivity and local priorities. Projects 

1

2

3

4

BRIDGE THE GAPS: The focus of these “Bridge the Gaps” priority 
projects is connectivity, featuring 48 miles of trail in 23 segments. The projects are 
spread throughout the county, with at least one project in each of Wake County’s 

serve as catalyst projects where trails are currently lacking. For more on these 
projects, see the project cutsheets starting on page 66.

CONNECT TO PARKS & LAKES: This group of projects 
features 60 miles of trail in 12 segments, connecting to 15 parks (seven of which 
feature lakes). The idea of connecting to parks and lakes was driven by public feed-
back on desired destinations, in which people indicated a desire to connect with 
existing trails, parks, and natural areas as the top choices out of a range of desti-
nation types (see the public comment form results in Chapter 2).

CONNECT THE COMMUNITIES: With this group of projects, 
all 12 municipalities will be connected into the greenway system, with 19 miles of 
trail in six segments. These projects allow for key connections in Fuquay-Varina and 
Zebulon, plus more direct greenway trail connections between Raleigh, Cary, Apex, 
and Morrisville.

COMPLETE THE SYSTEM: There are 147 miles of proposed trail 
in this group, made up of over 30 project segments. These longer-term projects (like 
all projects) could be completed sooner, depending on how they are implemented 
and on the opportunities that arise to complete the system in the coming years and 
decades.  See Chapter 4 for more on the overall implementation strategy.

48 mi.

60 mi.

19 mi.

147 mi.
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BRIDGE THE GAPSMAP 3.1

Insert Map (Steve)
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CONNECT TO PARKS AND LAKESMAP 3.2
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Wheeler 

Park
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ParkFalls Lake

Hugh T. 
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Smith Creek Greenway
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RDU



Chapter 3: 

Wake County Greenway System Plan 

CONNECT THE COMMUNITIESMAP 3.3
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COMPLETE THE SYSTEMMAP 3.4

RDU
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PRIORITIZATION TOOLS

Cut-Sheets for Priority Projects

Summary of Projects Table

How to Use the Estimated Costs 
on the Following Pages:

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

cost.
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1A. HOLLY SPRINGS SOUTHWEST 
GREENWAY

PROJECT AT A GLANCE
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 »

 »
 »
 »
 »

ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COST
• 2016 construction estimates are in the range of  

$1.6 million to $1.9 million

• Cost estimates should be escalated at a rate of 5% 
each year.

• Based upon Wake County assessed property values 

ac uisition estimates are appro imately $6 ,000

POTENTIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY NEEDS
• 

• 

• 

POTENTIAL PERMITTING NEEDS
• 

• 

• 
Permit

• 

• 

• 

• 
Permit

PREVIOUS PLANNING
• Holly Springs Parks, Recreation, and Open Space 

Master Plan (2007)

• Holly Springs BIcycle Plan (2011)

POTENTIAL PARTNERSHIPS
• 

• 

• 

• 

POTENTIAL FUNDING MECHANISMS
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS

.

Greenway 
In Dev.

END: BRAXTON VILLAGE 
GREENWAY

START: BALLENRIDGE 
GREENWAY
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1B. HOLLY SPRINGS CENTRAL 
GREENWAY

PROJECT AT A GLANCE
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 »

 »

 »

 »

 »

 »
Bass Lake

ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COST
• 2016 construction estimates are in the range of  

$340,000 to $410,000

• Cost estimates should be escalated at a rate of 5% 
each year.

• Based upon Wake County assessed property values 

ac uisition estimates are appro imately $7,200

POTENTIAL PERMITTING NEEDS
• 

• 
Permit

• 
Permit

PREVIOUS PLANNING
• Holly Springs Parks, Recreation, and Open Space 

Master Plan (2007)

• Holly Springs BIcycle Plan (2011)

POTENTIAL PARTNERSHIPS
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

POTENTIAL FUNDING MECHANISMS
• 

• 

• 

POTENTIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY NEEDS
• 

• 

• 
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OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS

PROJECT MAP [ALTA TO 
PROVIDE BASE]

• Proposed priority segment 
(inc. facility type(s))

• Existing trails

• Parcels

• Streets, water features, rail-
road, and other features 
from base mapping

• Parks, Schools, and other 
destinations from base 
mapping

• Municipal boundaries

• Scale bar & north arrow

END: RALEIGH ST

START: BALLENRIDGE 
GREENWAY
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1C. HOLLY SPRINGS NORTH/SOUTH 
GREENWAY

ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COST
• 2016 construction estimates are in the range of  

$560,000 to $670,000

• Cost estimates should be escalated at a rate of 5% 
each year.

• Based upon Wake County assessed property values 

ac uisition estimates are approximately $31,000

POTENTIAL PERMITTING NEEDS
• 

• 
Permit

• 

POTENTIAL PARTNERSHIPS
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

POTENTIAL FUNDING MECHANISMS
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

PROJECT AT A GLANCE
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 »
 »
 »
 »
 »
 »

PREVIOUS PLANNING
• Holly Springs Parks, Recreation, and Open Space 

Master Plan (2007)

• Holly Springs BIcycle Plan (2011)

POTENTIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY NEEDS
• 

• 

• 
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OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS

Park.

END: WOMBLE PARK

START: JONES PARK
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1D. BROAD STREET GREENWAY

ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COST
• 2016 construction estimates are in the range of  

$2.7 million to $3.2 million

• Cost estimates should be escalated at a rate of 5% 
each year.

• Based upon Wake County assessed property values 

ac uisition estimates are approximately $1 0,000

POTENTIAL PERMITTING NEEDS
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
Permit

POTENTIAL PARTNERSHIPS
• 

• 

POTENTIAL FUNDING MECHANISMS
• 

• 

• 

• 

PROJECT AT A GLANCE
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 »

 »

 »

 »

 »

PREVIOUS PLANNING
• Holly Springs Parks, Recreation, and Open Space 

Master Plan (2007)

• Fu uay-Varina Community Pedestrian Master 
Plan (2013)

POTENTIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY NEEDS
• 

• 

• 
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OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS

PROJECT MAP [ALTA TO 
PROVIDE BASE]

• Proposed priority segment 
(inc. facility type(s))

• Existing trails

• Parcels

• Streets, water features, rail-
road, and other features 
from base mapping

• Parks, Schools, and other 
destinations from base 
mapping

• Municipal boundaries

• Scale bar & north arrow

Parkway. 

START: JUDD PKWY

END: 
BASS LAKE
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1E. FUQUAY-VARINA GREENWAY

ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COST
• 2016 construction estimates are in the range of  

$1.2 million to $1.4 million

• Cost estimates should be escalated at a rate of 5% 
each year.

• Based upon Wake County assessed property values 

ac uisition estimates are approximately $2 0,000

POTENTIAL PERMITTING NEEDS
• 

• 
Permit

• 

• 
Permit

POTENTIAL PARTNERSHIPS
• 

• 

• 

POTENTIAL FUNDING MECHANISMS
• 

• 

• 

• 

PROJECT AT A GLANCE
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 »

 »

 »

 »

 »

 »

PREVIOUS PLANNING
• Fu uay-Varina Community Pedestrian Master 

Plan (2013)

POTENTIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY NEEDS
• 

• 

• 
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OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS

property. 

project.

END: 
HONEYCUTT PARK

START: 
JUDD PKWY
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Wake County Greenway System Plan 

1F. MIDDLE CREEK GREENWAY

ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COST
• 2016 construction estimates are in the range of  

$3.4 million to $4.0 million

• Cost estimates should be escalated at a rate of 5% 
each year.

• Based upon Wake County assessed property values 

ac uisition estimates are approximately $330,000

POTENTIAL PERMITTING NEEDS
• 

Permit

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
Permit

POTENTIAL PARTNERSHIPS
• 

• 

• 

• 

POTENTIAL FUNDING MECHANISMS
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

PROJECT AT A GLANCE
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 »

 »

 »

 »

 »

PREVIOUS PLANNING
• Apex Parks, Recreation, Greenways, and Open 

Space Master Plan (2015)

POTENTIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY NEEDS
• 

• 

• 
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OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS

END: SUNSET HILLS 
GREENWAY

START: LUFKIN ROAD 
MIDDLE SCHOOL
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1G. APEX WEST GREENWAY

ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COST
• 2016 construction estimates are in the range of  

$3.4 million to $4.1 million

• Cost estimates should be escalated at a rate of 5% 
each year.

• Based upon Wake County assessed property values 

ac uisition estimates are approximately $31,000

POTENTIAL PERMITTING NEEDS
• 

Permit

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
Permit

POTENTIAL PARTNERSHIPS
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

POTENTIAL FUNDING MECHANISMS
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

PROJECT AT A GLANCE
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 »

 »

 »

 »

 »

 »

PREVIOUS PLANNING
• Apex Parks, Recreation, Greenways, and Open 

Space Master Plan Map (2013) (2015 update)

POTENTIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY NEEDS
• 

• 

• 
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OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS

PROJECT MAP [ALTA TO 
PROVIDE BASE]

• Proposed priority segment 
(inc. facility type(s))

• Existing trails

• Parcels

• Streets, water features, rail-
road, and other features 
from base mapping

• Parks, Schools, and other 
destinations from base 
mapping

• Municipal boundaries

• Scale bar & north arrow

END: 
BEAVER 
CREEK 

GREENWAY

START:
AMERICAN TOBACCO TRAIL



 Chapter 3: 

Wake County Greenway System Plan 

1H. LOWER WILLIAMS CREEK 
GREENWAY (SWIFT CREEK)

PROJECT AT A GLANCE
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COST

• 2016 construction estimates are in the range of 
$7.5 million to $9 Million

• Cost estimates should be escalated at a rate of 5% 
each year.

• Based upon Wake County assessed property values 
ac uisition estimates are approximately $ 00,000

POTENTIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY NEEDS
• 

• 

POTENTIAL PERMITTING NEEDS
• 

• 

• 
Permit

PREVIOUS PLANNING
• Town of Cary Parks, Recreation and Cultural 

Resources Master Plan (2012)

• Construction plans completed from Apex 

for crossing US-1 and US-64 outstanding)

POTENTIAL PARTNERSHIPS
• 

• 

• 

• 

POTENTIAL FUNDING MECHANISMS
• 

• 

• 
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OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS

Park.

END: SYMPHONY LAKE 
GREENWAY

START: LAKE 
PINE DR
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1I. SWIFT CREEK GREENWAY (UPPER 
WILLIAMS CREEK GREENWAY)

ROAD

PROJECT AT A GLANCE
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COST

• 2016 construction estimates are in the range of 
$1.8 million to $2.2 million

• Cost estimates should be escalated at a rate of 5% 
each year.

• Based upon Wake County assessed property values 
ac uisition estimates are approximately $51,000.

POTENTIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY NEEDS
• 

• 

POTENTIAL PERMITTING NEEDS
• 

• 

• 
Permit

PREVIOUS PLANNING
• Town of Cary Parks, Recreation and Cultural 

Resources Master Plan (2012)

• Town of Apex Parks, Recreation, Greenways and 
Open Space Master Plan (2015)

POTENTIAL PARTNERSHIPS
• 

• 

• 

POTENTIAL FUNDING MECHANISMS
• 

• 

• 

• 
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OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS
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1J. HATCHER CREEK GREENWAY

PROJECT AT A GLANCE
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COST

• 2016 construction estimates are in the range of 
$2.2 million to $2.8 million

• Grade separations at Davis Drive and NC 55 could 
add about $10 million to the project cost

• Cost estimates should be escalated at a rate of 5% 
each year.

• Based upon Wake County assessed property 
values ac uisition estimates are approximately 
$680,000.

POTENTIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY NEEDS
• 

• 

POTENTIAL PERMITTING NEEDS
• 

• 

• 
Permit

• 

PREVIOUS PLANNING
• Town of Cary Greenway Parks, Recreation and 

Cultural Resources Master Plan. (2012)

• Center of the Region Enterprise Plan (CORE) (2016)

POTENTIAL PARTNERSHIPS
• 

• 

• 

• 

POTENTIAL FUNDING MECHANISMS
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS

END: MORRISVILLE 
COMMUNITY PARK

START: 
SEDGEFIELD 
PARK LANE
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1K. LOUIS STEPHENS DRIVE GREENWAY
FROM KIT CREEK ROAD TO KIT CREEK 

ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COST
• 2016 construction estimates are in the range of  

$3.3 million to $4.0 million

• Cost estimates should be escalated at a rate of 5% 
each year.

• Based upon Wake County assessed property values 

ac uisition estimates are approximately $550,000

POTENTIAL PERMITTING NEEDS
• 

Permit

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
Permit

POTENTIAL PARTNERSHIPS
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

POTENTIAL FUNDING MECHANISMS
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

PROJECT AT A GLANCE
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 »

 »

 »

 »

 » Lake Betz

 »

PREVIOUS PLANNING
• Center of Regional Enterprise (CORE) Pedestrian, 

Bicycle, and Greenways Update (2016)

• Cary Comprehensive Transportation Plan

POTENTIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY NEEDS
• 

• 

• 
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OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS

PROJECT MAP [ALTA TO 
PROVIDE BASE]

• Proposed priority segment 
(inc. facility type(s))

• Existing trails

• Parcels

• Streets, water features, rail-
road, and other features 
from base mapping

• Parks, Schools, and other 
destinations from base 
mapping

• Municipal boundaries

• Scale bar & north arrow

START: KIT CREEK RD

END: KIT CREEK 
GREENWAY
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1L. KIT CREEK ROAD GREENWAY

ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COST
• 2016 construction estimates are in the range of  

$1.8 million to $2.1 million

• Cost estimates should be escalated at a rate of 5% 
each year.

• Based upon Wake County assessed property values 

ac uisition estimates are approximately $230,000

POTENTIAL PERMITTING NEEDS
• 

• 

• 
Permit

• 

• 

• 

• 
Permit

POTENTIAL PARTNERSHIPS
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

POTENTIAL FUNDING MECHANISMS
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

PROJECT AT A GLANCE
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 »

 »

 »

 »

PREVIOUS PLANNING
• Center of Regional Enterprise (CORE) Pedestrian, 

Bicycle, and Greenways Update (2016)

POTENTIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY NEEDS
• 

• 

• 
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OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS

PROJECT MAP [ALTA TO 
PROVIDE BASE]

• Proposed priority segment 
(inc. facility type(s))

• Existing trails

• Parcels

• Streets, water features, rail-
road, and other features 
from base mapping

• Parks, Schools, and other 
destinations from base 
mapping

• Municipal boundaries

• Scale bar & north arrow

Drive.

Street Park.

START: LOUIS 
STEPHENS DRIVE

END: 
SHILOH 

GREENWAY
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1M. HARE SNIPE CREEK TRAIL
FROM WOOTEN MEADOW PARK TO 

PROJECT AT A GLANCE
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COST

• 2016 construction estimates are in the range of $9 
million to $10.8 million

• Cost estimates should be escalated at a rate of 5% 
each year

• Based upon Wake County assessed property 
values ac uisition estimates are approximately 
$490,000.  Ac uisition of easements on non-resi-
dential property along Glenwood Avenue increases 
ac uisition costs

POTENTIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY NEEDS
• 

• 

POTENTIAL PERMITTING NEEDS
• 

• 

• 
Permit

• 

PREVIOUS PLANNING
• City of Raleigh Parks, Recreation and Cultural 

Resources System Plan (2014)

POTENTIAL PARTNERSHIPS
• 

• 

POTENTIAL FUNDING MECHANISMS
• 

• 

• 

• 
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OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS
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1N. RALEIGH PIGEON HOUSE TRAIL 
CONNECTOR

Capital Boulevard 
Corridor Study

ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COST
• This greenway project should be implemented as 

part of comprehensive corridor improvements 
to Capital Boulevard. See the Capital Boulevard 
Corridor Study for more information on costs and 
codependent projects.

• Based upon Wake County assessed property 
values ac uisition estimates are approximately 

$2,000,000

POTENTIAL PERMITTING NEEDS
• 

Permit

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
Permit

POTENTIAL PARTNERSHIPS
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

POTENTIAL FUNDING MECHANISMS
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

PROJECT AT A GLANCE
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 »

 »
 »
 »
 »

PREVIOUS PLANNING
• Raleigh Capital Area Greenway Planning and 

Design Guide (2014)

• Raleigh Bike Plan Update (2016)

• Raleigh Capital Boulevard Corridor Study (2012)

POTENTIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY NEEDS
• 

• 

• 
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OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS

PROJECT MAP [ALTA TO 
PROVIDE BASE]

• Proposed priority segment 
(inc. facility type(s))

• Existing trails

• Parcels

• Streets, water features, rail-
road, and other features 
from base mapping

• Parks, Schools, and other 
destinations from base 
mapping

• Municipal boundaries

• Scale bar & north arrow

START: CRABTREE 
CREEK TRAIL

END: ROCKY 
BRANCH TRAIL
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1O. CREECH ROAD GREENWAY

ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COST
• 2016 construction estimates are in the range of  

$8.2 million to $9.8 million (excluding the pro-
posed grade-separated crossing of I-40).

• Cost estimates should be escalated at a rate of 5% 
each year.

• Based upon Wake County assessed property values 

ac uisition estimates are approximately $110,000

POTENTIAL PERMITTING NEEDS
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
Permit

POTENTIAL PARTNERSHIPS
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

POTENTIAL FUNDING MECHANISMS
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

PROJECT AT A GLANCE
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 »
 »
 »
 »
 »

PREVIOUS PLANNING
• Garner Comprehensive Parks, Recreation, and 

Greenways Master Plan (2007)

• Raleigh Capital Area Greenway Planning and 
Design Guide (2014)

• Raleigh Bike Plan Update (2016)

POTENTIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY NEEDS
• 

• 

• 
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OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS

PROJECT MAP [ALTA TO 
PROVIDE BASE]

• Proposed priority segment 
(inc. facility type(s))

• Existing trails

• Parcels

• Streets, water features, rail-
road, and other features 
from base mapping

• Parks, Schools, and other 
destinations from base 
mapping

• Municipal boundaries

• Scale bar & north arrow

START: 
GARNER RD

END: WALNUT CREEK 
GREENWAY



 Chapter 3: 

Wake County Greenway System Plan 

1P. BUFFALOE ROAD GREENWAY

PARK

ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COST
• 2016 construction estimates are in the range of  

$3.4 million to $4.1 million

• Cost estimates should be escalated at a rate of 5% 
each year.

• Based upon Wake County assessed property values 

ac uisition estimates are approximately $81,000

POTENTIAL PERMITTING NEEDS
• 

Permit

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
Permit

POTENTIAL PARTNERSHIPS
• 

• 

• 

POTENTIAL FUNDING MECHANISMS
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

PROJECT AT A GLANCE
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 »

 »

 »

 »

PREVIOUS PLANNING
• Garner Comprehensive Parks, Recreation, and 

Greenways Master Plan (2007)

POTENTIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY NEEDS
• 

• 

• 
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OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS

PROJECT MAP [ALTA TO 
PROVIDE BASE]

• Proposed priority segment 
(inc. facility type(s))

• Existing trails

• Parcels

• Streets, water features, rail-
road, and other features 
from base mapping

• Parks, Schools, and other 
destinations from base 
mapping

• Municipal boundaries

• Scale bar & north arrow

trees.

START: 
WHITE DEER PARK

END: 
CENTENNIAL 
PARK
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1Q. DURANT ROAD TRAIL

NEUSE ROAD

PROJECT AT A GLANCE
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COST

• 2016 construction estimates are between $1.6 
million and $1.87 million.

• Cost estimates should be escalation should be 5% 
per year

Cost estimate for land ac uisition

• Based upon Wake County assessed property values 
ac uisition estimates are approximately $450,000

POTENTIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY NEEDS
• 

• 
project.  

POTENTIAL PERMITTING NEEDS
• 

• 

• 
Permit

PREVIOUS PLANNING
• 

POTENTIAL PARTNERSHIPS
• 

• 

• 

POTENTIAL FUNDING MECHANISMS
• 

• 

• 
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OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS
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1R. SMITH CREEK GREENWAY

PROJECT AT A GLANCE
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COST

• 2016 construction estimates are in the range of 
$3.2 million to $3.9 million

• Cost estimates should be escalated at a rate of 5% 
each year.

• Based upon Wake County assessed property values 
ac uisition estimates are approximately $113,000

POTENTIAL PERMITTING NEEDS
• 

• 

• 
Permit

PREVIOUS PLANNING
• Town of Wake Forest Open Space and Greenways 

Plan (2009)

POTENTIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY NEEDS
• 

• 

POTENTIAL PARTNERSHIPS
• 

• 

POTENTIAL FUNDING MECHANISMS
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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1S.  DR. CALVIN JONES GREENWAY/
DUNN CREEK GREENWAY

PROJECT AT A GLANCE
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COST

• 2016 construction estimates are in the range of 
$2.5 million to $2.9 million.

• Cost estimates should be escalated at a rate of 5% 
each year.

• Based upon Wake County assessed property values 
ac uisition estimates are approximately $200,000

POTENTIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY NEEDS
• 

• 

PREVIOUS PLANNING

POTENTIAL PARTNERSHIPS
• 

POTENTIAL FUNDING MECHANISMS
• 

• 

• 

POTENTIAL PERMITTING NEEDS
• 

• 

• 
Permit
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1T. SANFORD CREEK GREENWAY

PROJECT AT A GLANCE
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COST

• 2016 construction estimates are in the range of 
$1.25 million to $1.6 million.

• Cost estimates should be escalated at a rate of 5% 
each year.

• Based upon Wake County assessed property values 
ac uisition estimates are approximately $98,000.

POTENTIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY NEEDS
• 

• 

PREVIOUS PLANNING
• The Town of Rolesville Open Space and Greenway 

Plan (2002)

POTENTIAL PARTNERSHIPS
• 

• 

• 

• 

POTENTIAL FUNDING MECHANISMS
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

POTENTIAL PERMITTING NEEDS
• 

• 

• 
Permit
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1U. MINGO CREEK GREENWAY

STATION PARK

PROJECT AT A GLANCE
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COST

• 2016 construction estimates are in the range of 
$2.5 million to $3 million

• Cost estimates should be escalated at a rate of 5% 
each year.

• Based upon Wake County assessed property 
values ac uisition estimates are approximately 
$285,000.  Using the existing power easement 
would lower ac uisition costs.

POTENTIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY NEEDS
• 

• 

POTENTIAL PERMITTING NEEDS
• 

• 

• 
Permit

PREVIOUS PLANNING
• Town of Knightdale Parks, Recreation and Open 

Space Plan (2010)

POTENTIAL PARTNERSHIPS
• 

POTENTIAL FUNDING MECHANISMS
• 

• 

• 

• 
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1V. WENDELL FALLS PARKWAY TRAIL

PARK

ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COST
• 2016 construction estimates are in the range of  

$2.0 million to $2.4 million

• Cost estimates should be escalated at a rate of 4% 
each year.

• Based upon Wake County assessed property values 

ac uisition estimates are approximately $180,000

POTENTIAL PERMITTING NEEDS
• 

Permit

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
Permit

POTENTIAL PARTNERSHIPS
• 

• 

POTENTIAL FUNDING MECHANISMS
• 

• 

• 

• 

PROJECT AT A GLANCE
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 »

 »

 »

 »

PREVIOUS PLANNING
• Zebulon & Wendell Open Space Plan (2002)

POTENTIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY NEEDS
• 

• 

• 



Chapter 3: 

Wake County Greenway System Plan 

OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS

PROJECT MAP [ALTA TO 
PROVIDE BASE]

• Proposed priority segment 
(inc. facility type(s))

• Existing trails

• Parcels

• Streets, water features, rail-
road, and other features 
from base mapping

• Parks, Schools, and other 
destinations from base 
mapping

• Municipal boundaries

• Scale bar & north arrow

START: 
MARTIN 

POND ROAD

END:
WENDELL 
PARK
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1W. LITTLE RIVER CONNECTOR

RIVER PARK

PROJECT AT A GLANCE
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COST

• 2016 construction estimates are in the range of $2 
million to $2.5 million

• Cost estimates should be escalated at a rate of 5% 
each year.

• Based upon Wake County assessed property values 
ac uisition estimates are approximately $60,500.

POTENTIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY NEEDS
• 

• 

PREVIOUS PLANNING
• 

Zebulons 2015 Greenway Master Plan.

• The Town’s plan does not consider this a priority 
corridor

POTENTIAL FUNDING MECHANISMS
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

POTENTIAL PERMITTING NEEDS
• 

• 

• 
Permit

• 

• 
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Chapter 3: 

Wake County Greenway System Plan 

IMPROVING TRAIL USERS’ EXPERIENCE • 

• 

• 

• 

• 



 Chapter 3: 

Wake County Greenway System Plan 

This example signage for the Great Rivers Greenway trail system in St. Louis County shows a simple, yet e ective use of signage and branding 
that lets the user know the name of the trail, distance to nearby destinations, the types of uses permitted, and has a reminder to share the trail.  
Photo by the Great Rivers Greenway.
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Wake County Greenway System Plan 

Trail Amenities

Trailheads

Restrooms

Composting restroom at the current southern end of the American 
Tobacco Trail in Wake County.

The New Hope Church Road Trailhead Park in northwest Cary.
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Wake County Greenway System Plan 

Drinking fountains are key amenities for a wide variety of the 
population including pets.

Utilitarian bench along the American Tobacco Trail.  Seating placed in 
the shade is appropriate for users in warm weather.

Seating

Lighting

Bike Repair Stations

Lighting is useful in areas where usage is expected to be higher and 
along trails that commuters typically use.

Repair stations provide basic amenities for bicyclists.  

Drinking Fountains
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Wake County Greenway System Plan 

MIle Markers

Edible Plants Along Greenways

Mile marker on the American Tobacco Trail.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 


