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For Release: Jan. 17, 2017 
Winter Storm #1 

Wake County Opens Emergency 
Operations Center 
Residents advised to avoid travel, unless necessary 

Wake County opened its Emergency Operations Center at 7 a.m. on 
Wednesday, Jan. 17, in response to anticipated winter weather and 
hazardous road conditions.  

Wake County Emergency Management reminds people to: 

• Monitor news reports and weather forecasts. 
• Do not drive unless it is absolutely necessary. If you must drive, 

have an emergency kit in your car, use extreme caution and be 
sure your fuel tank is full. 

• If you are exposed to cold weather, watch for signs of frostbite 
and hypothermia. If you notice slurred speech, confusion, 
shivering that won’t stop or have a body temperature lower than 
96 degrees Fahrenheit, seek medical attention immediately. 

• If you lose power, use caution with alternative methods for 
heating your home or cooking. Do not use generators, grills or 
fuel-burning heaters in your home, garage or any other 
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enclosed space. These devices can produce deadly carbon 
monoxide gas. 

Wake County residents who have non-emergency questions or 
issues, can contact Wake County at 919-856-7044.  

Members of the media who need to contact the Communications 
Office staff member on duty in the Wake County Emergency 
Operations Center should call 919-856-7036 or email 
communications@wakegov.com.   

Find more emergency safety tips and sign up for emergency alerts 
from Wake County at ReadyWake.com. 
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