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For Release: Nov. 21, 2017 

Sponsor a Family in Need’s Holiday 
Season with Holiday Cheer 
 

The holidays are a meaningful time of family, thankfulness and 
community gatherings. In this spirit, Wake County encourages its 
residents to sponsor a family in need through the Holiday Cheer 
program. 

The Holiday Cheer program matches families with community 
sponsors who provide them holiday meals or gifts. The program also 
gives the sponsors a unique opportunity to build personal 
relationships with their Holiday Cheer families. From Nov. 13 – Dec. 
8, Wake County will accept sponsor applications and will work to 
match community sponsors and families according to their 
preferences. 

“In 2016, 1,285 children and 738 adults received holiday meals and 
gifts through the Holiday Cheer program,” said Denise Kissel, Wake 
County Human Services resource development specialist. “This year, 
we hope to meet the needs of 800 families. Wake County residents 
can help us meet this goal by becoming Holiday Cheer sponsors.” 
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Holiday Cheer is in particular need of sponsors who speak Spanish or 
who will sponsor families in rural Wake County. An additional need is 
for sponsors of adults who are under the care of Wake County.  

Wake County also encourages professionals, including hair stylists, 
cosmetologists, home and auto repair professionals, child care 
workers and veterinary service providers, who would like to donate 
their time or services to Human Services families to reach out on our 
website. 

Learn more about Holiday Cheer and apply online to become a 
sponsor here.  

For further questions about the program, contact Denise Kissel at 
919-212-7083 or denise.kissel@wakegov.com. 
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