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EMPLOYEE AWARD WINNERS RECOGNIZED 

During their board meeting today, Monday, May 4, the Wake County Board of 
Commissioners recognized employees and partner organizations who have recently won 
awards.  
 
Ann Burlingame, deputy director of Wake County Public Libraries since 2009, received 
the Peggy Sullivan Award for Public Library Administrators Supporting Services to 
Children. Presented by the American Library Association, the award is given annually to a 
library administrator who has shown exceptional understanding and support of public 
library service to children. As deputy director, Burlingame has kept youth services at the 
forefront, making sure that each library within the County has a professional youth 
services librarian on staff.  
 
Andre Pierce, director of the Environmental Health and Safety Division of Environmental 
Services, was named Supervisor of the Year by the North Carolina Environmental Health 
Supervisor's Association. The peer-nominated award has been presented annually since 
1999 at the association’s spring conference. Pierce received the award for his leadership 
in many initiatives, including enrolling the County in the FDA Retail Food Program 
Standards. The County’s food program now meets four standards, more than any other 
county in the state. He has also secured several national grants for County employees to 
mentor staff in other counties as well as in other states.  
 
Environmental Services' Groundwater Protection and Wells Program received the 
Groundwater Protection Planning Award from the North Carolina Source Water 
Collaborative. This is the first year of the award which goes to an outstanding plan that 
demonstrates innovative and collaborative solutions to protect North Carolina's drinking 
water and the watersheds that support it. The team created a strategic plan for their 
Contaminated Groundwater Initiative. Staff is in the process of executing the plan, which 
has a goal to enhance outreach, testing and technical services for water quality to protect 
public health. 
 
Cherie Poucher, director of the Wake County Board of Elections since 1991, was named 
the first winner of the Distinguished Service Award from the North Carolina Association of 
Directors of Elections. The award is given to a director who goes beyond his or her usual 
duties to improving the election process in North Carolina. Poucher has been instrumental 
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in keeping Board of Elections offices throughout the state updated on legislation at the 
General Assembly that could impact elections. 
 
Wake County’s Finance Department won two awards. The Certificate of Achievement for 
Excellence in Financial Reporting from the Government Finance Officers Association of 
the United States and Canada is the highest form of recognition in governmental 
accounting and financial reporting. Its attainment represents a significant accomplishment 
by County staff and management. The County received the recognition for its 
comprehensive annual financial report for the fiscal year that ended June 30, 2014. It is 
the 31st consecutive year in which the County has received this recognition.  
 
The second award is the Sustained Professional Purchasing Award from the Carolinas 
Association of Governmental Purchasing. The award is presented to agencies that have 
demonstrated excellence in purchasing standards during the calendar year. Procurement 
Services strives to provide all vendors an opportunity to bid on items and services that the 
County needs to operate efficiently, effectively and with the highest accountability.  
 
Suzanne Cash LeDoyen, a technician-instructor in Human Services, was named Child 
Passenger Safety Technician Instructor of the Year from the National Child Passenger 
Safety Board. The award is presented to someone who shows extraordinary dedication 
to, and support of, child passenger safety programs and activities throughout the year. 
Much of LeDoyen’s role focuses on childhood injury prevention and ensuring that child 
safety seats are installed and used correctly. Last year, she was named North Carolina 
Child Passenger Safety Instructor of the Year. 
 
Wake County received three Awards of Excellence from the North Carolina City and 
County Communicators (NC3C), which honor the best work of its members over the last 
year. Wake County Public Libraries streamlined promotion of their summer reading 
program “Spark a Reaction.” They built anticipation and excitement surrounding the 
program for staff and members. With emphasis on a more clearly defined message and 
more advanced promotion, participation increased in each age group by at least 15% and 
increased by more than 27% for adults.  
 
The second award was for the Wake County Transit Investment Strategy Kickoff on 
Monday, December 8, 2014, which more than 550 people attended. The event was 
coordinated by the County with the full support and participation of the partner agencies. 
It was an important opportunity for the community to learn about the new transit strategy 
and begin discussing some of the choices and trade-offs that need to be considered for a 
recommended transit plan.  
 
The third NC3C Award was for the accomplishments video that was part of the 2014 
State of the County address. In addition to being shown at a November Board meeting, it 
has been distributed at community events, on social media and on YouTube.  
 
A list of recent awards can be found at 
wakegov.com/awards/Lists/Recognitions/AllItems.aspx.  
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