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En Banc Judicial  
Ceremony Program

July 1, 2013

JUDGES PRESIDING
 

The Honorable Donald W. Stephens, 
Senior resident Superior Court Judge

 
The Honorable Robert B. Rader, 

Chief District Court Judge

REMARKS
 

The Honorable Sarah F. Parker,  
Chief Justice of the North Carolina  

Supreme Court

The Honorable John Martin,  
Chief Judge of the North Carolina  

Court of Appeals

Robert L. McMillan, JR.

Wade Smith
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Welcome to this Special En Banc Ceremonial Session of 
District and Superior Court for Wake County to commemorate 
the opening of the Wake County Justice Center. Today marks the 
first time in the history of Wake County that the two courts have 
come together in joint session which is a reflection of the strong 
working relationship that exists among the various levels of court in 
Wake County and their commitment to the proper administration 
of justice. Today also represents the culmination of years of careful 
and deliberate planning by county and court officials that have 
resulted in this remarkable state-of- the-art court and government 
facility known as the Wake County Justice Center. 

The Justice Center combines contemporary neo-Gothic architectural 
design elements with 21st Century technology and is designed to 
enable Wake County to meet the needs of the Tenth Judicial District 
for the next 30–50 years. The Justice Center contains approximately 
577,000 square feet of space within an 11-story structure. The high 
rise portion of the building, commonly referred to as the court 
tower, contains 19 new courtrooms, and associated support spaces, 
with the capacity to add 4 additional courtrooms on the sixth floor 
in the future. The building is equipped with modern high speed 
elevator systems to provide improved movement for court officials, 
staff and the general public. A total of 17 elevators serve the Justice 
Center along with escalators on the first three floors.

The offices of the Clerk of Superior Court, Superior Court Judges, 
District Court Judges, District Attorney, Public Defender, Jury 
Assembly, Court Reporters and Community Corrections are all 
located within the Justice Center. The Justice Center also provides 
public meeting space for the Board of Commissioners and 
administrative space for the County Manager, County Attorney, 
Finance and Budget Operations, Register of Deeds, Revenue/
Assessor and various other support spaces. 



4

In the late 1990’s county and court officials began to address future 
court needs by forming an exploratory committee to develop a 
master plan as a road map for future court construction. In late 
2005, the Board of Commissioners endorsed a 30 year Master 
Plan to meet the statutory requirements to provide adequate 
judicial and public records facilities for Wake County. The following 
year the Blue Ribbon Committee on the Future of Wake County 
recommended that the County proceed in accordance with the 
Master Plan to develop a new criminal courthouse located near the 
outdated, overcrowded existing courthouse in downtown Raleigh.

A process was subsequently initiated to select a highly qualified 
team of designers for a new Wake County Justice Center. After 
completing a competitive evaluation process, a partnership 
comprised of two contractors with local and national experience 
was chosen to build the new Justice Center: Barnhill Contracting 
Company and Balfour Beatty Construction. A similar process 
resulted in the selection of two nationally known architectural firms: 
HOK and O’Brien Atkins.

A Project Steering Committee was formed in 2007 and members 
held work sessions with designers and contractors. The Raleigh 
Planning/Urban Design Center, Downtown Raleigh Alliance, 
Wake County Bar Association and N.C. State University School of 
Design actively participated in the design process. The Steering 
Committee held public information sessions about the proposed 
Justice Center around the county and many presentations were 
made at Board of Commissioners’ public meetings throughout 
2008 and 2009. Input gathered from these groups was integrated 
into the design of the project and shared with the Board at key 
stages of the design process.

Justice Center Planning & Development
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Upon completion of the new Davie Street Parking Deck in the 
fall of 2009, demolition of the Garland Jones Building, the 
Judicial Services Building and the old Wake County Parking Deck 
began. Site excavation then followed in March of 2010 with the 
Groundbreaking Ceremony being held on May 10, 2010. Erection 
of the structural steel proceeded on schedule and was completed 
and commemorated with the traditional Topping Out Ceremony in 
February 2011. The last of three tower cranes was removed in 2012 
and the building is now complete and ready for occupancy. Under 
the leadership of Project Manager Phil Stout, the Justice Center 
was completed ahead of schedule, without any major accident or 
injury and over 30 million dollars under budget.

Environmentally Friendly

The Wake County Justice Center is expected to receive Silver LEED 
certification from the U.S. Green Building Council. Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) is the recognized 
standard for measuring building sustainability in the United States 
and many countries around the world. The Justice Center features 
many energy saving and environmentally mindful features that will 
reduce the ongoing operating costs. The project also incorporated 
regional materials to reduce transportation costs.
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Wake County District Court Judges
 

Robert B. Rader

James R. Fullwood

Jennifer M. Green

Monica M. Bousman

Debra S. Sasser

Jennifer J. Knox

Vince M. Rozier, Jr.

Kris D. Bailey

Lori G. Christian

Christine M. Walczyk

Eric Craig Chasse

Ned W. Mangum

Jacqueline L. Brewer

Anna E. Worley

Margaret P. Eagles

Keith O. Gregory

Michael J. Denning

Louis B. Meyer, III

Daniel J. Nagle

Wake County Superior Court Judges
 

Donald W. Stephens

Resident Judges
Howard E. Manning, Jr.

Michael R. Morgan

Paul C. Ridgeway

Paul G. Gessner

G. Bryan Collins, Jr.

Special Judges
John R. Jolly, Jr.

William R. Pittman

Shannon R. Joseph 

Lucy N. Inman

Reuben F. Young

Kendra Hill



7

Former Wake County Judges  

W.S. Robinson   1900 – 1904

William R. Allen   1904 – 1910

Frank A. Daniels   1910 – 1915

C.M. Cooke   1915 – 1916

Albert L. Cox   1916 – 1917

T.H. Calvert   1917 – 1926

W.C. “Buck” Harris  1926 – 1954

William Y. Bickett  1954 – 1973

James H. Pou Bailey  1965 – 1985

A. Pilston Godwin  1967 – 1982

Donnie Smith   1973 – 1988

Edwin S. Preston, Jr.  1975 – 1988

Robert Farmer   1977 – 1998

Henry V. Barnette, Jr.  1983 – 2000

I. Beverly Lake, Jr.   1985 – 1990

Samuel T. Currin   1987 – 1990

Carlton Fellers   1987 – 1989

Jack B. Crawley   1988 – 1989

George R. Greene   1989 – 1995

Narley L. Cashwell  1991 – 2006

Stafford G. Bullock  1994 – 2004

Abraham P. Jones   1995 – 2012

Evelyn W. Hill   2000 – 2006

Jack Jenkins   2001 – 2003

Ripley E. Rand   2002 – 2011

Cressie H. Thigpen, Jr.  2008 – 2010

Craig Croom   2011 – 2012

George F. Bason    1968 - 1991

Edwin S. Preston    1968 - 1974

S. Pretlow Winborne, Jr. 1968 - 1978

N. F. Ransdell    1968 – 1974 

Henry V. Barnette, Jr. 1968 – 1982 

Stafford G. Bullock 1974 – 1994 

George R. Greene    1974 – 1989 

William Carlos Murray 1975 – 1976 

John Hill Parker     1976 – 1982  

Russell G. Sherrill, III   1979 – 2000 

Phillip O. Redwine  1981 – 1986 

Acie L. Ward      1982 – 1982 

Narley L. Cashwell   1982 – 1986 

Louis W. Payne     1982 – 1998  

William A. Creech  1982 – 1996 

Joyce A. Hamilton   1986 – 2007 

Fred M. Morelock   1986 – 2000 

Jerry W. Leonard      1986 – 1994 

Donald W. Overby   1988 – 1996 

Anne B. Salisbury   1990 – 2010  

William C. Lawton   1991 – 2004

Michael R. Morgan   1994 – 2004 

Susan O. Renfer    1994 – 1997 

Anne Marie Calabria   1996 – 2002 

Paul G. Gessner      1996 – 2006  

Alice C. Stubbs      1997 – 2005 

Kristin H. Ruth   1998 – 2012 

Craig Croom     1999 – 2011 

Jane P. Gray     2002 – 2012

Shelley H. Desvousges  2003 – 2008 

Donna S. Stroud    2004 – 2006 

Erin Mulligan Graber  2012 – 2012 

District Court Superior Court



Justice Center Project Steering Committee 
Phil Stout, Chair

Director, Wake County Facilities Design &  Construction

Susan Banks
Clerk, Wake County Board of Commissioners

Howard Cummings
Wake County First Assistant District Attorney

Joe Durham
Deputy Wake County Manager

Honorable N. Lorrin Freeman
Clerk of Superior Court

Charles Friddle
Wake County GIS Manager

Kenn Gardner
Wake County Commissioner 2000 – 2008

David L. Goodwin
Director, Wake County General Services Administration

Marcus Kinrade
Director, Wake County Revenue/Assessment

Honorable Robert B. Rader
Chief District Court Judge

Honorable Ripley E. Rand
Superior Court Judge 2002 – 2010

Honorable Laura M. Riddick
Wake County Register of Deeds

Scott Warren
Wake County Attorney

Larry Wood
Chief of Staff, Wake County Sheriff’s Office


