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Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
Monday, July 1, 2013

Honor Guard  Wake County Sheriff’s Office 

National Anthem Robert D. Davis, M. Deputy 
   Wake County Sheriff’s Office 
 
Welcome  David C. Cooke, Wake County Manager

Invocation   Rev. Paul Anderson, Foundation of Raleigh
 
Introductions David C. Cooke, Wake County Manager

Occasion  Joe Bryan, Chairman 
   Wake County Board of Commissioners

Remarks  Hon. Donald W. Stephens
   Senior Resident Superior Court Judge 
   
   Hon. Robert B. Rader 
   Chief District Court Judge
   
   C. Colon Willoughby 
   Wake County District Attorney 
   
   N. Lorrin Freeman 
   Wake County Clerk of Superior Court
   
   Donnie Harrison 
   Wake County Sheriff
   
   Laura M. Riddick 
   Wake County Register of Deeds
 
Closing Remarks David C. Cooke, Wake County Manager

RIBBON CUTTING
Wake County Commissioners and Officers of the Court

SCHEDULED EVENTS
Walking Tours (immediately following the ribbon cutting ceremony)

Ceremonial Joint Session of District and Superior Court, Courtroom 701, 1 p.m.

Wake County Board of Commissioners’ Meeting, Room 2700,  2 p.m.
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as Wake County’s population nears one million, the Justice Center will be a 
prominent place for residents to participate in the judicial system, access public 
records and engage in local government activities.

The initial concept for the Justice Center was conceived in 2005 as part of the 
County’s 30-year Justice Facilities Master Plan. The following year the Blue Ribbon 
Committee on the Future of Wake County recommended the development 
of a new criminal courthouse in downtown Raleigh. A Steering Committee was 
formed in 2007 and members held work sessions with designers and contractors.

Wake County and its partners – including The Raleigh Planning/Urban Design 
Center, Downtown Raleigh Alliance, Wake Bar Association and N.C. State 
University – have worked closely together to design and build a facility for the 
public to participate in the judicial system, access public records and engage in 
local government activities. 

Wake County officially broke ground in May 2010, and celebrated the “topping 
out,” or completion of the steel frame of the 577,000 square-foot facility, in 
February 2011. 

Today, Wake celebrates the opening of the $184 million Justice Center ahead of 
schedule and more than $30 million under budget. 

The building has 17 elevators to accommodate the public, judges and county 
employees. Courtrooms are efficient, and secure and have adequate space for 
public seating. Security features include separation of staff, inmate and public 
populations, weapons screening through x-ray and metal detectors and secure 
corridors. 

The Justice Center was designed and constructed to achieve a Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Silver rating, and includes energy-saving 
and environmentally mindful features that will reduce ongoing operating costs.

Most importantly, the Justice Center has the capacity for growth. Nineteen of the 
23 courtrooms have been built out. Three additional courtrooms can be added as 
the county grows, ensuring that the judicial needs of the Tenth Judicial District are 
met for the next 30 to 50 years.



wakegov.com/locations/justicecenter
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Wake County Justice Center
dedicated to the people of Wake County 2013

authorized by the Board of Commissioners March 28, 2008

Tony C. Gurley - chairman 2008 and 2010
Harold H. Webb - chairman 2009

Paul Coble - chairman 2011 and 2012
Joe Bryan - chairman 2013

Lindy Brown
Kenneth M. Gardner

Phil Jeffreys
Phil Matthews
Stan Norwalk
Ervin Portman

Caroline Sullivan
Betty Lou Ward
Harold H. Webb 

James West


