
Crosby Advocacy Group 

November 13, 2018 

Minutes 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Attendees: Robert Benson Walker, Geraldine Alshamy, Bernadette McAllister, Tony Craddock, 

Bryan Coates, Kristin Feierabend, Chad Wallace, Diana Powell, Priscilla Awkard, Wanda Hunter, 
Katharina Reher, Christal Toodle, Tai Rochelle, Nikki McDougald, Debbie Huston, Tamara 
Perkins, Stephanie Sims, Avis Jones, Kathy Peterson 

Welcome, Review of Minutes, and Introductions 
• Meeting called to order by Diana Powell and Priscilla Awkard at 6:30 pm.  

• Introductions 

• October Meeting Minutes approved  

Executive Committee Report  
• The date for the Annual Community Event was recommended for County approval. The date is 

June 21, 2019 at 4:00pm. In the case of inclement weather, it will be recommended to save for 
July 19, 2019 at 4:00pm as the makeup date.  

• The CAG Executive Team will meet the First Monday of each month at 9 AM in Verna Best’s 
office. Any pertinent information should be presented to the executive team before or during 
the CAG meeting. 

• Protocol Reminder:  A Security Protocol is still being structured. Attendees are asked to check in 
through Entrance E going forward.  

Information Presentation: Wake County Long Range Planning (PLANWake)- Bryan Coates 

• Wake County is conducting a community survey to collect data about what is valued in the 
community and the needs of the community. The survey can be directly accessed via the 
following link:  https://www.publicinput.com/u763 

• Community members asked what the results are used for?  The representative stated to help 
inform the allocation of resources. It’s used to help bring programs and promote policy changes. 

• A member of the community asked, how are we getting the survey to different communities? 
The representative stated that places such as faith-based organizations and others have been 
contacted. 

Social & Economic Vitality Update: Verna P. Best, SEV Program Manager   

• Upcoming Programming: Starting the 1st week in December, there will be Day 2 Day Dad Classes 
at the Crosby Garfield Center. Day 2 Day Dad is a fatherhood initiative that supports programs 
and helps serve fathers. This program promotes child-welfare, with programs such as Love 
Notes (16-24-year-old males), and Child Care Partnerships. There is a Fatherhood Conference in 
June. 

https://www.publicinput.com/u763


o Community members asked what does success looks like for this program? Tai Rochelle 
stated that it will increase communication, increase confidence, increase family values, 
and provide a support system. 

o CAG members voiced the need for a bilingual Day 2 Day Dads session.  

• Joint CAG meeting: focusing on cross-sharing of action teamwork to encourage collective action. 

• GrassRoot Nonprofit Capacity Building: the tentative start date is in February. Applicants must 
be a nonprofit (Grassroot) that serve SE Raleigh and/or Eastern Wake County.   

• My Brother’s Keeper Grant: focus is youth development/ mentoring programs. Geared toward 
youth of color. Informational meeting in the 2nd week of December. 
 

• Community Updates 
o Latino Empowerment Fair December 13, 2018 6:00 PM-8:00PM 
o Diana Powell announced a Reception for new Sheriff at Garner Road JD Lewis Center. 
o December 15, 2018, At Greater Love Church, starting at 9:00am will be a training for 

Restorative Discipline. 
o December 19, 2018, Learning Together will be hosting a Pancake Breakfast. 
o Ligon Middle School is seeking assistance with gap in achievement.  Contact AP Intern, 

R. Benson for more information (rbenson5@wcpss.net) 


