
The City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau  YA DUPRAU 
More than 200 years after an unspecified holocaust, the residents of Ember have 
lost all knowledge of anything beyond the area illuminated by the flood lamps on 
their buildings. The anxiety level is high and rising, for despite relentless recycling, 
food and other supplies are running low, and the power failures that plunge the 
town into impenetrable darkness are becoming longer and more frequent.  
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The Diary of Pelly D by L. J. Adlington  YA ADLINGTON 
Toni V is smashing concrete to help rebuild City 5, destroyed in the recent war. His 

drill hits a diary that he secretly reads at night, against the rules. Pelly's diary is  

appealing from the beginning, even when Pelly herself is snotty and self-entitled. 

Her life of luxury begins to unravel, as political forces require everyone's ancestry to 

be tested and stamped on their hands. Discrimination suddenly affects Pelly, who 

discovers she's a Galrezi, the lowest genetic classification.  

Little Brother by Cory Doctorow        YA DOCTOROW 
Seventeen-year-old techno-geek ñw1n5t0nò (aka Marcus) bypasses the schoolôs gait-recognition system 

by placing pebbles in his shoes, chats secretly with friends on his IMParanoid messaging program, and 

routinely evades school security with his laptop, cell, WifFnder, and ingenuity. While skipping school, 

Markus is caught near the site of a terrorist attack on San Francisco and held by the Department of Home-

land Security for six days of intensive interrogation. After his release, he vows to use his skills to fight 

V for Vendetta by Alan Moore   GN MOORE 
Now regarded as a graphic novel masterpiece, V for Vendetta entered the world 

in 1982 as a simple black-and-white strip in the U.K. comic "Warrior." Alan Moore's 

sharp writing and the vivid artistry of David Lloyd combine to make this dystopian 

novel at first a cult favorite and then a recognized classic.  

Truancy by Isamu Fukui                           YA FUKUI 
Tack, 15, lives in a dystopian society where a corrupt government oppresses its citi-

zens, starting when they are students. A group of young resistance fighters called 

the Truancy violently strikes back against the system. Tack joins the movement after 

his sister is accidentally killed in a Truancy attack on a government official. His inten-

tion is to murder its leader in revenge, but he finds himself drawn into the group's 

philosophy and is torn between wanting to bring down the government or destroy 

the ferocious resistance.  
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Dystopia (n): a work of fiction describing an imaginary place where  
life is extremely bad because of deprivation or oppression or terror 

Dystopias 

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins         YA COLLINS 
Katniss is a 16-year-old girl living with her mother and younger sister in the poorest district 

of Panem, the remains of what used be the United States. Long ago the districts waged 

war on the Capitol and were defeated. As part of the surrender terms, each district 

agreed to send one boy and one girl to appear in an annual televised event called, 

"The Hunger Games." The terrain, rules, and level of audience participation may 

change but one thing is constant: kill or be killed. When Kat's sister is chosen by lottery, 

Kat steps up to go in her place.  
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for teens 

The Adoration of Jenna Fox by Mary Pearson  YA PEARSON 
Seventeen-year-old Jenna Fox awakens after more than a year in a coma to find her-

self in a lifeñand a bodyñthat she doesn't quite recognize. Her parents tell her that 

she's been in an accident, but much of her past identity and current situation remain 

a mystery to her: Why has her family abruptly moved? Why does her grandmother re-

act to her with such antipathy? And why can Jenna recite whole passages of Tho-

reau's Walden , but remember next to nothing of her own past? As she watches family 

videos of her childhood, strange memories begin to surface, and she slowly realizes 

that a terrible secret is being kept from her.  

The Secret under My Skin by J. McNaughton YA MCNAUGHT 
In the year 2368, humans exist under dire environmental conditions and one young 

woman, rescued from a workcamp and chosen for a special duty, uses her love of 

learning to discover the truth about the planet's future and her own dark past.  

Unwind by Neal Shusterman             YA SHUSTERMAN 
In a society where unwanted teens are salvaged for their body parts, three run-

aways fight the system that would "unwind" them. Connor's parents want to be rid 

of him because he's a troublemaker. Risa has no parents and is being unwound to 

cut orphanage costs. Lev's unwinding has been planned since his birth, as part of 

his family's strict religion. Brought together by chance, and kept together by des-

peration, these three unlikely companions make a harrowing cross-country journey, 

knowing their lives hang in the balance. If they can survive until their eighteenth 

birthday, they can't be harmed but eighteen seems far, far away.  

The Knife of Never Letting Go by Patrick Ness       YA NESS  
Todd Hewitt is the last boy in Prentisstown. But Prentisstown isn't like other towns. Eve-

ryone can hear everyone else's thoughts in a constant, overwhelming, never-

ending Noise. There is no privacy. There are no secrets. Or are there? Just one 

month away from the birthday that will make him a man, Todd unexpectedly stum-

bles upon a spot of complete silence. Which is impossible. Prentisstown has been 

lying to him.  
 Uglies by Scott Westerfeld  YA WESTERFELD 
Tally is about to turn sixteen, and she can't wait. Not for her licenseñfor turning 

pretty. In Tally's world, your sixteenth birthday brings an operation that turns you from 

a repellent ugly into a stunningly attractive pretty and catapults you into a high-

tech paradise where your only job is to have a really great time. In just a few weeks 

Tally will be there. But Tally's new friend Shay isn't sure she wants to be pretty. She'd 

rather risk life on the outside. 
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