
 

 

J Abbott - The Postcard 

While in St. Petersburg, Florida, to help clean out his recently-deceased grandmother's house, 

thirteen-year-old Jason finds an old postcard which leads him on an adventure that blends 

figures from an old, unfinished detective story with his family's past. 
 

J Avi—Midnight Magic 

In Italy in 1491, Mangus the magician and his apprentice are summoned to the castle of Duke 

Claudio to determine if his daughter is indeed being haunted by a ghost. 
 

J Avi—Murder at Midnight 

Falsely accused of plotting to overthrow King Claudio, scholarly Mangus the magician, along 

with his street-smart servant boy, Fabrizio, face deadly consequences unless they can track 

down the real traitor by the stroke of midnight. 
 

J Balliet— Chasing Vermeer  (series) 

When strange and seemingly unrelated events start to happen and a precious Vermeer painting 

disappears, eleven-year-olds Petra and Calder combine their talents to solve an international art 

scandal.  
 

J Balliet—Danger Box 

In small-town Michigan, twelve-year-old Zoomy and his new friend Lorrol investigate the 

journal found inside a mysterious box and find family secrets and a more valuable treasure, 

while a dangerous stranger watches and waits. 
 

J Barnett—The Case of the Case of Mistaken Identity  (Brixton Brothers series) 

When twelve-year-old Steve Brixton, a fan of Bailey Brothers detective novels, is mistaken for 

a real detective, he must elude librarians, police, and the mysterious Mr. E as he seeks a 

missing quilt containing coded information. 
 

J Barrett - The 100-year-old Secret  (Sherlock Files series) 

Xena and Xander Holmes, an American brother and sister living in London for a year, discover 

that Sherlock Holmes was their great-great-great grandfather when they are inducted into the 

Society for the Preservation of Famous Detectives and given his unsolved casebook, from 

which they attempt to solve the case of a famous missing painting. 
 

J Broach - Masterpiece 
After Marvin, a beetle, makes a miniature drawing as an 11th birthday gift for James, a human 

with whom he shares a house, the two new friends work together to help recover a Durer 

drawing stolen from the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
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4th and 5th Grade—Mysteries 
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4th and 5th Grade—Mysteries (Continued) 
J Clements—Room One: a mystery or two 
Ted Hammond, the only sixth grader in his small Nebraska town's one-room schoolhouse, 

searches for clues to the disappearance of a homeless family.  
 

J Colfer—Half-Moon Investigations 
12-year-old private investigator Fletcher Moon, nicknamed "Half Moon" because of his 

shortness, must track down a conspiracy or be framed for a crime he did not commit. 
 

J Gibbs—Belly Up 

Twelve-year-old Teddy investigates when a popular Texas zoo's star attraction--Henry the 

hippopotamus--is murdered. 
 

J Hiaasen—Scat  (and others) 

Nick and his friend Marta decide to investigate when a mysterious fire starts near a Florida 

wildlife preserve and an unpopular teacher goes missing. 
 

J Kelsey—Recipe for Robbery 

An unsupervised goose, missing family heirlooms, and some suspicious characters turn the 

annual cucumber festival into a robbery investigation for three sixth-grade friends. 
 

J Moss—The Pharaoh’s Secret 

When fourteen-year-old Talibah and her ten-year-old brother, Adom, visit modern-day Egypt 

with their historian-father, they become involved in a mystery surrounding Hatshepsut, a 

woman pharaoh, and Senenmut, architect of her mortuary tomb, as well as their own 

deceased mother. 
 

J Selfors—Smells Like Dog 

When farm boy Homer Pudding's explorer-uncle dies and leaves him a droopy dog with a 

mysterious coin hidden on its collar, it leads him to The City, where they meet Madame La 

Directeur, the conniving head of the Natural History Museum, who is trying to steal the coin 

and take Homer's place in a secret society of adventurers. 
 

J Springer—The Case of the Missing Marquess: an  Enola Holmes mystery   (series)         

Enola Holmes, much younger sister of detective Sherlock Holmes, must travel to London in 

disguise to unravel the disappearance of her missing mother. 
 

J Van Draanen—Sammy Keyes and the Hotel Thief  (series) 

Thirteen-year-old Sammy's penchant for speaking her mind gets her in trouble when she 

involves herself in the investigation of a robbery at the "seedy" hotel across the street.  
 

J Winterfeld—Detectives in Togas 

In an effort to save a boy wrongly accused, a group of young friends living in ancient Rome 

search for the culprit who scrawled graffiti on the temple wall. 

 

All the books on this list have been read, reviewed, and suggested by the  
middle school-age members of the Eva Perry Mock Newbery Club.  2/2011 
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