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In the Beginning. . . 

The Basics of 4-H and Extension



Milestones in the Development of the U.S. Cooperative 
Extension

ω1862-Act of Congress in Support of Land grant Colleges

ωThe 1890 Morrill Act

ωThe 1914 Smith-Lever Act

Cooperative Extension is a partnership between:

ωFederal government (USDA)

ωState government and Universities (NCSU & NC&T)

ωLocal government (Wake County Government)

Brief History



We are called CooperativeExtensionbecausedifferent
levels of government COOPERATEto EXTEND the
knowledge base of the universities to the people in
eachcounty.

Our Mission Statement:
The mission of Wake County Cooperative Extension is to 
help individuals, families, and communities put research-
based knowledge to work to improve their lives.

Empowering People.  Providing Solutions

What is Extension?



ωCrops, animal science, pesticide education, horticulture
Agriculture and 

Natural Resources

ωFamily resource management, food safety, nutrition, 
parenting, wellness

Family and Consumer 
Sciences

ωSchool age care, community capacity building, workforce 
development, primary and secondary prevention

4-H Youth 
Development

ωCapacity building, ABC3, economic development, small 
business

Community Resource 
Development

Extension Program Areas



Mission Possible! 
What we want to accomplish 

and how we plan to get there!



The Wake County 4-H Youth Development 
Program seeks to build resiliency among 
youth, families and communities through 

prevention and early intervention initiatives 
designed to build community assets, 

strengthen families and support the optimal 
growth and self-reliance of children and 

families.

Wake County 4-H Mission



Ready, Set, Organize! 

Welcome to our wacky, wonderful world!



North Carolina Department of Agriculture

4-H & FCS CRD Agriculture
County 
Centers

NC Coop. Ext.

NCSU (1860) NCA&T (1890)

Wake Co. 
DƻǾΩǘ

United States Department of Agriculture


