
What is a 303(d) list of impaired waters? 

The term "303(d) list" is short for the list of impaired and threatened waters (stream/river 
segments, lakes) that the Clean Water Act requires all states to submit for EPA 
approval every two years on even-numbered years. The states identify all waters where 
required pollution controls are not sufficient to attain or maintain applicable water quality 
standards, and establish priorities for development of TMDLs based on the severity of 
the pollution and the sensitivity of the uses to be made of the waters, among other 
factors (40C.F.R. §130.7(b)(4)). States then provide a long-term plan for completing 
TMDLs within 8 to 13 years from first listing. 

 
EPA policy allows states to remove waterbodies from the list after they have developed 

a TMDL or after other changes to correct water quality problems have been made. 

Occasionally, a waterbody can be taken off the list as a result of a change in water 

quality standards or removal of designated uses; however, designated uses cannot be 

deemed unattainable and removed until a thorough analysis clearly shows that they 

cannot be attained. 

http://www.epa.gov/owow/tmdl/glossary.html#cleanwateract
http://www.epa.gov/owow/tmdl/glossary.html#pollution
http://www.epa.gov/owow/tmdl/glossary.html#waterbody

