
World War II 
In Europe, in the Pacific and on the Homefront 

 
My Friend, The Enemy   J CHEANEY 
During World War II, an eleven-year-old girl becomes friends with a young Japanese-American boy she 
discovers being sheltered and hidden by her neighbor.  
 
One Eye Laughing, The Other Weeping: The Diary of Julie Weiss    J DEAR 
During the Nazi persecution of the Jews in Austria, twelve-year-old Julie escapes to America to live with 
her relatives in New York City. 
 
Willow Run   J GIFF 
During World War II, after moving with her parents to Willow Run, Michigan, when her father gets a job in 
the B-24 bomber-building factory, eleven-year-old Meggie learns about different kinds of bravery from 
all of the people around her. 
 
My Chocolate Year: A Novel With 12 Recipes    J HERMAN 
Dorrie Meyers enters fifth grade in 1945, and can’t wait to create the perfect chocolate recipe for the 
Sweet Semester baking contest.  She gets advice from all of the members of her family, but the best bit of advice 
might come from her cousin Victor, orphaned by the Holocaust and recently arrived in Dorrie’s 
community. 
 
Maestoso Petra J HORSE 
Maestoso Petra, a Lipizzaner stallion, trains to perform in the Spanish Riding School and is hidden away 
during the German occupation of Austria in World War II. Includes facts about Lipizzaner horses and the 
world-famous Spanish Riding School. 
 
Missing in Action  J HUGHES 
While his father is missing in action in the Pacific during World War II, twelve-year-old Jay moves with 
his mother to small-town Utah, where he sees prejudice from both sides, as a part-Navajo himself and 
through an unlikely friendship with Japanese American Ken from the nearby internment camp. 
 
The Green Glass Sea: A Novel     J KLAGES 
In 1943, eleven-year-old Dewey Kerrigan lives with her scientist father in Los Alamos, New Mexico, as he 
works on a top secret government program, and befriends an aspiring artist who is a misfit just like her. 
 
Take Me With You      J MARSDEN 
Raised in an Italian orphanage in the years following World War II, a biracial girl named Susanna and 
her best friend Pina want to be adopted but fear being separated. 
 
When My Name Was Keoko  J PARK 
With national pride and occasional fear, a brother and sister face the increasingly oppressive 
occupation of Korea by Japan during World War II, which threatens to suppress Korean culture entirely. 
 
Best Friends Forever: A World War II Scrapbook   J PATT 
Fourteen-year-old Louise keeps a scrapbook detailing the events in her life after her best friend, a 
Japanese-American girl, and her family are sent to a relocation camp during World War II. 
 
On the Wings of Heroes  J PECK 
A boy in Illinois remembers the homefront years of World War II, especially his two heroes--his brother 
in the Air Force and his father, who fought in the previous war. 
 
Yellow Star J ROY 
From 1939, when Syvia is four and a half years old, to 1945 when she has just turned ten, a Jewish girl and 
her family struggle to survive in Poland's Lodz ghetto during the Nazi occupation. 
 
The Dog in the Wood    J SCHRODER 
As World War II draws to an end, Russian soldiers occupy Schwartz, Germany, bringing both friendship 
and hardship to the family of ten-year-old Fritz, whose grandfather was a Nazi sympathizer, eventually 
forcing them to leave their farm, then arresting Fritz's mother and her hired hand 
 
Hitler's Canary    J TOKSVIG 
Bamse’s family are theater people. They don't get involved in politics. Yet now, Bamse must decide: should 
he take his father's advice and not stir up trouble with the Nazis? Or, should he follow his brother into 
the Resistance and take part in the most demanding role of his life? 



Nonfiction 
 
You Wouldn’t Want to be a Secret Agent During World War II:  A Perilous Mission Behind Enemy Lines  
J365.94 MALAM 
This lighthearted introduction to the life of a secret agent takes readers back to the era of World War 
II, and shows them how espionage was conducted.  
 
The Good Fight: How World War II Was Won  J940.53 AMBROSE 
One of today's most preeminent historians presents the story of World War II for young readers. Each 
spread highlights a specific conflict with spectacular color and black-and-white photos. Ambrose's narrative 
is further highlighted with factual sidebars, maps, glossary, and more. 
 
Lost Childhood: My Life in a Japanese Prison Camp during World War II     J940.53 LAYSON 
In a shockingly honest narrative, a former prisoner-of-war tells how her family, along with ten 
thousand other Dutch residents living in the Dutch East Indies were shipped off to interment camps where 
food rationing, terrible sanitary conditions, and an uncertain future were the norms for more than three 
years. 
 
Remember World War II: Kids Who Survived Tell Their Stories      J940.53 NICHO 
The war in Europe and in the Pacific, and on the U.S. home front is described by adults who experienced the events 
as children. 
 
Erika's Story  J940.53 VANDERZ 
A woman recalls how she was thrown from a train headed for a Nazi death camp in 1944, raised by 
someone who risked her own life to save the baby's, and finally found some peace through her own family. 
 
You Wouldn’t Want to be a World War II Pilot: Air Battles You Might Not Survive   J940.54 GRAHA 
High interest topic for children of all ages- Draws in even the most reluctant reader with a 
lighthearted tone and hilarious illustrations.  Perfect for struggling readers. 
 
Red Tail Angels: The Story of the Tuskeegee Airmen of World War II  J940.54 MCKISS 
Despite segregated facilities at the base, hostile reactions from the locals and other demoralizing 
conditions, the aviators trained at Tuskegee went on to fly hundreds of missions over North Africa and 
Europe during World War II. Learn more about these African-American heroes who are now credited with 
opening doors for African American airmen and women of today. 
 
Yankee Doodle Gals: Women Pilots of World War II  J940.54 NATHAN 
Although these pioneers were never allowed to fly in combat, the Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASPs) 
of World War II did fly in many essential wartime missions. Read about the experiences of the first 
women to fly aircraft in the US Military. 
 
Hitler Youth: Growing Up In Hitler's Shadow   J943.086 BARTO 
Bartoletti explores how Hitler gained the loyalty, trust, and passion of so many of Germany's young 
people. 
 
 

Biography 
Going Solo JB DAHL 
As a young man working in East Africa for the Shell Company, Roald Dahl recounts his adventures 
living in the jungle and later flying a fighter plane in World War II. 
 
Why? The War Years      JB DEPAO 
Beloved author Tomie dePaola touchingly illuminates the emotional confusion of a child's life during 
wartime as he recalls his own childhood living at 26 Fairmount Avenue during World War II.  
 
No Pretty Pictures: A Child of War JB LOBEL 
Anita Lobel, known as an illustrator of children's books, describes her experiences as a Polish Jew 
during World War II and for years in Sweden afterwards.  
 
The Journey That Saved Curious George: The True Wartime Escape of Margaret and H.A. Rey JB REY 
Describes the popular children's authors' childhoods and early life together, their travels and 
marriage in Brazil, and their dramatic escape from World War II-torn Europe on bicycles.  
 
Luba: the Angel of Bergen-Belsen JB TRYSZYNSKA 
A biography of the Jewish heroine, Luba Tryszynska, who saved the lives of more than fifty Jewish 
children in the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp during the winter of 1944/45. 
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