
Nearly Street Lit: 
Books from the teen section that may 

fulfill your sister souljah craving 

Keesha’s House  

 by Helen Frost        ya frost 

Seven teens facing such problems as pregnancy, closeted homosexuality, and abuse each describe in 

poetic forms what caused them to leave home and where they found home again.  
 

Hot Girl  

 by dream Jordan       YA Jordan 

Kate, a fourteen-year-old Brooklyn girl and former gang member, risks losing her first good foster fam-

ily when she adopts the risqué ways of her flirtatious new friend, Naleejah.  
 

Sixteen going on twenty-one (Denim Diaries series) 

 by darrien Lee         YA Lee 

Sixteen-year-old Denim Mitchell goes against her parent's wishes and secretly sees André Patterson, a 

rising basketball star and budding artist, until one lie, one party, and one bullet change all of their lives 

forever.  
 

Brother hood  

 by janet mcdonald       YA mcdonald 

Sixteen-year-old Nate, an academically gifted student who attends an exclusive private boarding 

school, straddles two cultures as he returns home for occasional visits to see his family and "gangsta 

crew" in Harlem, New York.  
 

Chill wind  

 by janet McDonald       ya mcdonald 

Afraid that she will have no where to go when her welfare checks are stopped, nineteen-year-old high 

school dropout Aisha tries to figure out how she can support herself and her two young children in 

New York City.  
 

Amiri and Odette: a dance for two  

 by Walter Dean myers       YA Myers 

Presents a modern, urban retelling in verse of the ballet in which brave Amiri falls in love with beauti-

ful Odette and fights evil Big Red for her on the streets of the Swan Lake Projects.  
 

 

 

 

The Young Adult Collection is made up of books for a wide age range (12-18) and 

includes a variety of different topics and interests. Not all titles will be appropriate 

for all readers. 



Dope Sick  

 by Walter Dean Myers       ya myers 

Seeing no way out of his difficult life in Harlem, seventeen-year-old Jeremy "Lil J" Dance flees into a house 

after a drug deal goes awry and meets a weird man who shows different turning points in Lil J's life when he 

could have made better choices.  
 

Street pharm  

 by Allison van diepen       ya vandiepen 

Inheriting the family business when his father is thrown in jail, seventeen-year-old Ty Johnson becomes one of 

the most successful drug dealers on the streets of Brooklyn until a competitor enters the neighborhood and a 

nasty turf war begins.  
 

Street world:  urban art and culture from 5 continents  

 by Roger Gastman       YA 307.76 GAST 

From New York and Los Angeles to the Brazilian mega-cities, South African townships, and Mumbai, authors 

Roger Gastman, Caleb Neelon, and Anthony Smyrski highlight cultural hotspots around the world. Divided 

into more than 50 topics and illustrated with more than 500 photographs, this book celebrates the street as a 

stage for the visual creativity of a generation.  
 

No choirboy: Murder, violence, and 

teenagers on death row  

 By susan kuklin    

   ya 364.66 kukli 

In their own voices--raw and uncensored--

inmates sentenced to death as teenagers talk about 

their lives in prison, and share their thoughts and 

feelings about how they ended up there. Susan 

Kuklin also gets inside the system, exploring 

capital punishment itself and the intricacies and 

inequities of criminal justice in the United States.  
 

The spoken word revolution: Slam, hip

-hop, and the poetry  

of a new generation  

 by mark eleveld   

   ya 811 spo 

Describes how contemporary poetry intended to 

be spoken out loud has brought about a revitaliza-

tion of interest in poetry, and presents works by 

more than forty leading poets.  
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