
State of Wake County 
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Tony Gurley, Chair, Wake County 
Board of Commissioners 



Welcome  

Tony Gurley, Chair Betty Lou Ward, 
Vice Chair 

Lindy Brown Joe Bryan Paul Coble Stan Norwalk James West 
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âThird year of the new economy 

âBeginning to see glimpses of improvement 

 

Economy  
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âProperty tax revenue still growing 
â66 percent of total revenues 

 

âNew construction permits no longer declining, 
but no significant increase 

 

âExpect total property tax base will grow by only 
3/10ths of 1 percent during the current fiscal 
year 
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Economy contõd 



âMaintaining AAA bond rating from all three 
agencies  

â22 of 3,000 counties in the  

    U.S. have this rating from  

    all three rating agencies 

âAllows for best possible  

    rate to finance debt 

 

Economy contõd 
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âCapital Area Workforce 
Development 

âSHARE sites 

âYouth employment 
Å348 youth, ages 16-24, 

employed between 6 and 
16 weeks 

The economy: help for citizens  
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â[ƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎΩ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ 
assistance program 

âNACo award-winning 

âNCACC 

The economy: help for citizens  
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âVoluntary tax 
payment plans 

âNearly 5,000 plans 

âCareer expo 

âPartnered with WRAL 

âMore than 80 
business participants 

 

The economy: help for citizens  
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Accolades  

â#1 Best Place for 
Business and Careers, 
Forbes.com 

â#1 Housing Market for 
Investors, Forbes.com 

â#1 Healthiest County in 
North Carolina, University 
of Wisconsin Population 
Health Institute 

â#1 Quality of Life, 
Portfolio.com 
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âHealth and Human 
services 

âPublic safety 

âLibraries 

âEMS and Emergency 
Management 

âEducation 

 

 

Traditional government services  
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Photo: WCPSS 



âWake County has 
inspected: 
â4,897 restaurants/food 

stands 

â2,338 pools 

â81 hotels 

â483 day care centers 

â83 tattoo shops 
 

âAdministered 51,112 
H1N1 vaccines 

âResponded to more 
than 75,000 requests 
for EMS assistance 

 

âCirculated 11,305,626 
books last year 

 

 

 Traditional government services:  

 tax dollars  
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Citizen involvement: volunteers  
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â In order for us to continue to 
provide a high level of services to 
citizens, we need citizen 
involvement  

 
â Jonathun Muldrow, teen volunteer 

at Richard B. Harrison Library 
â Volunteered for 9 years 
â Summer reading program 
â Cleans and organizes 
â Creates crafts for kids 
 

â Will be honored tomorrow as one 
of the top 20 volunteers in the 
state  



âSecond-fastest growing 
in 2010 among 100 most 
populated counties 

â3.4 percent growth 

âIncrease of 29,000 
residents from 2009 

âWake home to five of 10 
fastest-growing towns in 
N.C. 

 

 

 

Growth  
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âGrowth Issues Task Force 

âGrowth management 
strategies 

âLed by Commissioner  

    Betty Lou Ward 

âNext meeting:  

    early 2011 

Growth contõd 
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Planning, partnerships, regional 

leadership  

âComplete Count 
Committee 

â2010 Census 
Å78 percent of  

    Wake households  

    returned form by  

    deadline 
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âWake population hit 
900,000, surpassing 
Mecklenburg County as 
most populated 

 



Planning, partnerships, regional 

leadership  
âEconomic development 
â30 current companies 

expand 

â13 new companies to 
area 

âNovartis, Carl Zeiss 
Optronics, Research in 
Motion, Garmin, 
iContact, HCL 
Technologies, SKEMA 
Business School, 
Siemens Energy 
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Health and human services  

âWakeBrook Campus 

âDedicated Nov. 1 

âPart of Mental Health 
Continuum of Care 

âProvides more space for 
crisis, substance abuse 
needs for mental 
health/addictive disorders 

âAccept patients Jan. 2011 
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Health and human services contõd 

âMiddle Class Express 

âHelps individuals and 
families obtain self-
reliance 
Å135 participants 

Å78 percent progress in 
employment 

Å81 percent stable housing 

Å66 percent have bank 
accounts 

Photo ς MCE  



Health and human services contõd 

â²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ CƻǊǳƳ 
 

âCommunity Assessment 

âCitizen participation 
address physical, 
behavioral, mental, econ. 
& environ. health issues 

âCollected over 1,300 
surveys 



Health and human services contõd 

âCounty health ranking 

âUniversity of Wisconsin 
Population Health 
Institute 

âWake healthiest in N.C., 
second in factors that 
ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ 

 

         


