
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian    YA Alexie 
Budding cartoonist Junior leaves his troubled school on the Spokane Indian Reservation to attend an all-white farm 
town school where the only other Indian is the school mascot.  
 

The Chronicles of Vladimir Tod: Eighth Grade Bites  YA Brewer 
For thirteen years, Vlad, aided by his aunt and best friend, has kept secret that he is half-vampire, but when his 
missing teacher is replaced by a sinister substitute, he learns that there is more to being a vampire, and to his parents' 
deaths, than he could have guessed. Sequel: Ninth Grade Slays 
 

Deadline   YA Crutcher 
Given the medical diagnosis of one year to live, high school senior Ben Wolf decides to fulfill his greatest fantasies, 
ponders his life's purpose and legacy, and converses through dreams with a spiritual guide known as "Hey-Soos." 
 

Little Brother   YA Doctorow 
After being interrogated for days by the Department of Homeland Security in the aftermath of a major terrorist attack 
on San Francisco, California, seventeen-year-old Marcus, released into what is now a police state, decides to use his 
expertise in computer hacking to set things right.  
 

The House of the Scorpion   YA Farmer 
In a future where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys special status as the young clone of El Patron, the 142-year-old 
leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled between Mexico and the United States.  
 

Paper Towns  YA Green 
One month before graduating from his Central Florida high school, Quentin "Q" Jacobsen basks in the predictable 
boringness of his life until the beautiful and exciting Margo Roth Spiegelman, Q's neighbor and classmate, takes him 
on a midnight adventure and then mysteriously disappears.  
 

Raven's Gate   YA Horowitz 
Sent to live in a foster home in a remote Yorkshire village, Matt, a troubled fourteen-year-old English boy, uncovers an 
evil plot involving witchcraft and the site of an ancient stone circle. Sequel: Evil Star 
 

Born to Rock  YA Korman 
High school senior Leo Caraway, a conservative Republican, learns that his biological father is a punk rock legend.  
 

Heavy Metal and You    YA Krovatin 
High schooler Sam begins losing himself when he falls for a preppy girl who wants him to give up getting wasted with 
his best friends and even his passion for heavy metal music in order to become a better person.  
 

The Wreckers     YA Lawrence 
Shipwrecked after a vicious storm, fourteen-year-old John Spencer attempts to save his father and himself while also 
dealing with an evil secret about the English coastal town where they are stranded. Sequel: The Smugglers 
 

Guys Only... 
Great reads for guys 



Sunrise Over Fallujah  YA Myers 
Robin Perry, from Harlem, is sent to Iraq in 2003 as a member of the Civilian Affairs Battalion, and his time there 
profoundly changes him.  
 

King Dork  YA Portman 
High school loser Tom Henderson discovers that "The Catcher in the Rye" may hold the clues to the many mysteries in 
his life.  
 

The Wednesday Wars  YA Schmidt 
During the 1967 school year, on Wednesday afternoons when all his classmates go to either Catechism or Hebrew 
school, seventh-grader Holling Hoodhood stays in Mrs. Baker's classroom where they read the plays of William 
Shakespeare and Holling learns much of value about the world he lives in.  
 

Hell Phone  YA Sleator 
Seventeen-year-old Nick buys a used cell phone only to call his girlfriend, but strange and desperate people keep 
calling--one of them a denizen of Hell--begging for or demanding his help.  
 

Peak  YA Smith 
Fourteen-year-old New Yorker Peak Marcello attempts to be the youngest person to reach the top of Mount Everest.  
 

The Gospel According to Larry   YA Tashjian 
Seventeen-year-old Josh, a loner-philosopher who wants to make a difference in the world, tries to maintain his secret 
identity as the author of a web site that is receiving national attention. Sequel: Vote For Larry 
 

Spanking Shakespeare  YA Wizner 
Shakespeare Shapiro navigates a senior year fraught with feelings of insecurity while writing the memoir of his 
embarrassing life, worrying about his younger brother being cooler than he is, and having no prospects of ever getting 
a girlfriend.  
 

The Extraordinary Adventures of Alfred Kropp  YA Yancey 
Through a series of dangerous and violent misadventures, teenage loser Alfred Kropp rescues King Arthur's legendary 
sword Excalibur from the forces of evil. Sequel: Alfred Kropp: The Seal of Solomon 
 

My Road Trip to the Pretty Girl Capital of the World   YA Yansky 
In 1979 when his life in Mansfield, Iowa, seems to fall apart, seventeen-year-old Simon takes his father's car and sets 
out for Texas, looking for his birth parents and picking up a man claiming to be Elvis, two bums, and an abused young 
wife along the way.  
 

I Am the Messenger  YA Zusak 
After capturing a bank robber, nineteen-year-old cab driver Ed Kennedy begins receiving mysterious messages that 
direct him to addresses where people need help, and he begins getting over his lifelong feeling of worthlessness.  
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