
Take Me To Your Leader: 
Science Fiction for teens 

Science fiction writers foresee the inevitable, and although problems and catastrophes may be inevitable, 
solutions are not.  ~Isaac Asimov~ 

 

Candor     YA Bachorz 
For a fee, "model teen" Oscar Banks has been secretly--and selectively-- sabotaging the subliminal messages that 
program the behavior of the residents of Candor, Florida, until his attraction to a rebellious new girl threatens to expose 
his subterfuge.  
 

Ship Breaker   YA Bacigalupi 
In a futuristic world, teenaged Nailer scavenges copper wiring from grounded oil tankers for a living, but when he finds a 
beached clipper ship with a girl in the wreckage, he has to decide if he should strip the ship for its wealth or rescue the 
girl.  
 

Exodus      YA Bertagna 
In the year 2100, as the island of Wing is about to be covered by water, fifteen-year-old Mara discovers the existence 
of New World sky cities that are safe from the storms and rising waters, and convinces her people to travel to one of 
these cities in order to save themselves.  
 

Taken     YA Bloor 
In 2036 kidnapping rich children has become an industry, but when thirteen-year-old Charity Meyers is taken and held 
for ransom, she soon discovers that this particular kidnapping is not what it seems.  
 

The Hunger Games     YA Collins 
In a future North America, where the rulers of Panem maintain control through an annual televised survival competition 
pitting young people from each of the twelve districts against one another, sixteen-year-old Katniss's skills are put to the 
test when she voluntarily takes her younger sister's place.   Sequels: Catching Fire and Mockingjay 
 

For the Win      YA Doctorow 
In a future where poor children and teenagers work for corrupt bosses as gold farmers, finding valuable items inside 
massively-multiplayer online games, a small group of teenagers work to unionize and escape this near-slavery.  
 

Incarceron      YA FISHER 
To free herself from an upcoming arranged marriage, Claudia, the daughter of the Warden of Incarceron, a futuristic prison 
with a mind of its own, decides to help a young prisoner escape.  
 

Siberia: A Novel    YA HALAM 
After spending two years at a prison school, thirteen-year-old Sloe sets off on a trek across frozen wastelands, tending to 
the secret "seeds" of wild animals her mother left in her care, trying to reach a new life for all of them. 
  

Rash    YA HAUTMAN 
In a future society that has decided it would "rather be safe than free," sixteen-year-old Bo's anger management 
problems land him in a tundra jail where he survives with the help of his running skills and an artificial intelligence 
program named Bork.  
 

Evil Genius     YA JINKS 
Child prodigy Cadel Piggot, an antisocial computer hacker, discovers his true identity when he enrolls as a first-year 
student at an advanced crime academy. Sequels: Genius Squad and The Genius Wars 



Stuck On Earth     YA KLASS 
On a secret mission to evaluate whether the human race should be annihilated, a space alien inhabits the body of a bullied fourteen-
year-old boy.  
 

Epic     YA KOSTICK 
On New Earth, a world based on a video role-playing game, fourteen-year-old Erik pursuades his friends to aid him in some unusual 
gambits in order to save Erik's father from exile and safeguard the futures of each of their families. Sequel: Saga 
 

The Knife of Never Letting Go     YA NESS 
Pursued by power-hungry Prentiss and mad minister Aaron, young Todd and Viola set out across New World searching for answers 
about his colony's true past and seeking a way to warn the ship bringing hopeful settlers from Old World. Sequel: The Ask and the 
Answer 

Epitaph Road     YA PATneAUDE 
In 2097, men are a small and controlled minority in a utopian world ruled by women, and fourteen-year-old Kellen must fight to save 
his father from an outbreak of the virus that killed ninety-seven percent of the male population thirty years earlier.  
 

Maximum Ride: The Angel Experiment     YA PATTERSON 
After the mutant Erasers abduct the youngest member of their group, the "bird kids," who are the result of genetic experimentation, take 
off in pursuit and find themselves struggling to understand their own origins and purpose. (Series) 

The Adoration of Jenna Fox     YA PEARSON 
In the not-too-distant future, when biotechnological advances have made synthetic bodies and brains possible but illegal, a 
seventeen-year-old girl, recovering from a serious accident and suffering from memory lapses, learns a startling secret about her 
existence.  
 

Life As We Knew It     YA PFEFFER 
Through journal entries sixteen-year-old Miranda describes her family\'s struggle to survive after a meteor hits the moon, causing 
worldwide tsunamis, earthquakes, and volcanic eruptions. Sequels: The Dead and the Gone and This World We Live In 

Fever Crumb     YA REEVE 
Foundling Fever Crumb has been raised as an engineer although females in the future London, England, are not believed capable of 
rational thought, but at age fourteen she leaves her sheltered world and begins to learn startling truths about her past while facing 
danger in the present.  
 

Truesight    YA STAHLER 
In a distant frontier world, thirteen-year-old Jacob is uncertain of his future in a community that considers blindness a virtue and "Seers" 
as aberrations.  
 

Leviathan     YA WESTERFELD 
In an alternate 1914 Europe, fifteen-year-old Austrian Prince Alek, on the run from the Clanker Powers who are attempting to take over 
the globe using mechanical machinery, forms an uneasy alliance with Deryn who, disguised as a boy to join the British Air Service, is 
learning to fly genetically-engineered beasts.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Science fiction writers, I am sorry to say, really do not know anything. We can’t talk about science, because our 
knowledge of it is limited and unofficial, and usually our fiction is dreadful. ~Philip K. Dick~ 

Created by K. Henderson @ CAM, 07/2010 
Please be aware that all titles may not be appropriate for all readers. Titles available on CD or downloadable audio                            


