
   

Volunteer Spotlight: Patricia Lea Rhiner 
By Carolyn H. Carter 

As The Wheel Turns  

Patricia Rhiner has been a faithful 
volunteer at Historic Yates Mill County 
Park since the park opened in 2006. Her 
ties to Yates Mill, however, go back to 
her childhood. She has the distinction of 
being the granddaughter of the longest 
serving miller, John D. Lea, Sr.  
 Patricia grew up within 
ȰÈÏÌÌÅÒÉÎÇ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ Ȱ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÌÌ ÁÓ ÓÈÅ 
lived just a mile away on Mid Pines Rd. 
One of her favorite childhood activities 
was visiting her grandfather at the mill. 
Patricia and her twin sister, Janet, often  
went to the mill and watched her 
grandfather grind corn and wheat.  
 She also loved catching 
minnows from the mill pond and taking 
them home to put in their fish tank. 
Fishing in the pond and in Steep Hill 
Creek occupied a lot of their time in all 
seasons. Patricia remembers catching 
×ÈÁÔ ÈÅÒ ÍÏÔÈÅÒ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ȰÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÐÅÒÃÈȱ 
which they always returned to the 
water to be caught another day. She also 
recalls the time when she was 
about ten years old that Janet 
walked across the dam and then 
dared her to do it. Patricia 
recalls that she took the dare 
and did the same thing and that 
they would have been in deep 
trouble with their mother if she 
had found out about their 
dangerous adventure. During 
the summers, one of the ways 
they cooled off on hot summer 
days was sitting on the big 
rocks below the dam and letting 
the water splash over them.  
  

 Sunday afternoons were always 
ÓÐÅÎÔ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÌÌÅÒȭÓ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÃÅ ×ÈÅÒÅ 
her grandparents lived. She loved 
having Sunday dinner which was 
cooked by her grandmother, Bertha Lea. 
Patricia says there was always 
cornbread on the table served piping 
hot right out of a big black skillet. After 
dinner, Janet and Patricia had fun 
playing on the porch swing on the front 
porch. 
 Patricia says that her love of 
nature comes from the days that she 
spent exploring a path that went part of 
the way from the mill through the 
woods near the mill pond. She happily 
recalls seeing rabbits and squirrels 
scampering here and there and not as 
happily she recalls encountering snakes 
along their journeys.   
 Patricia grew up attending Swift 
Creek Elementary School and she 
graduated from Cary High School. After 
high school, Patricia and her mother 
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Volunteer Spotlight Continued... 

opened a small grocery store in Coates, NC which they ran fro seven years. After that she married Wayne 
Rhiner to whom she been married to for twenty-eight years. Wayne passed away in 2007. She has a son, 
Daniel Rhiner, who is an Information Technology Specialist in NC State Government. Patricia and her 
ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÂÕÉÌÔ Á ÈÏÕÓÅ ÏÆÆ ÏÆ 9ÁÔÅÓ -ÉÌÌ 0ÏÎÄ 2ÄȢ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÓÈÅ ÌÉÖÅÓ ÔÏÄÁÙ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÁÌÍÏÓÔ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ȰÈÏÌÌÅÒÉÎÇ 
ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÅȱ ÏÆ 9ÁÔÅÓ -ÉÌÌȢ 
 Patricia has been a faithful and energetic volunteer at Yates Mill County Park since the park 
opened in 2006. She fills many volunteer roles, including staffing the reception desk, working on corn 
grinding weekends doing such things as being a Tour Scheduler, Door Attendant and a Sales Assistant 
for Yates Mill Associates merchandise. She also has spent time bagging corn meal for sale. Patricia says 
she enjoys getting to see folks from all over and that it is particularly enjoyable seeing the younger 
generations enjoying what she had the fun of experiencing in her childhood.  
 In addition to volunteering at Yates Mill, Patricia has many other interests. She takes special 
pride in her son. Patricia is also the proud aunt of six nieces and nephews and three great nieces and 
great nephews. Gardening is a particular love and she enjoys the challenge of finding and nurturing 
plants and flowers which thrive in her wooded yard. Walking an hour or two every day, along with her 
healthy cooking, helps to keep her in good health.  She still has fun with her childhood past time of 
ÆÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÅÖÅÎ ÓÐÅÎÄÓ ÓÏÍÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒË Ȱ×ÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÈÅÒ ÌÉÎÅȱȢ 
 Patricia has an enjoyable and full life.  She says that one of her motivations for volunteering at 
9ÁÔÅÓ -ÉÌÌ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÁÎÙÏÎÅ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÓ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ 
ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÄÏ ÔÈÁÔȢȱ 7Å ÁÒÅ ÉÎÄÅÅÄ ÆÏÒÔÕÎÁÔÅ ÔÈÁÔ 0ÁÔÒÉÃÉÁ ÈÁÓ ÃÈÏÓÅÎ ÔÏ ÈÏÎÏÒ ÈÅÒ ÈÅÒÉÔÁÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÏÆ 
her talents and time to Historic Yates Mill County Park. 

 

Millerõs Apprentice Camp 
 

If you know any young people who have a fascination with Yates Mill, the Park has just the opportunity 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÍȢ  #ÁÍÐÅÒÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÌÅÁÒÎ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ Á ÍÉÌÌÅÒȭÓ ÁÐÐÒÅÎÔÉÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ρχππÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÁÍÐ ÉÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ 

held June 28-30 from 9am ɀ 3pm. The camp is for young people ages 10-13. Registration is $110 per 
child. For registration information, call the park at 856-6675. 
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Mill As Muse Gallery 
A sampling of the award winning photographs and art of the 2011 Mill as Muse Photography and Art contest. 

Get your cameras and paintbrushes ready and enter the next contest by February 1, 2012! 
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Mill As Muse Gallery 
A sampling of the award winning photographs of the 2011 Mill as Muse photography contest. 
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Mill As Muse Gallery 
A sampling of the award winning photographs of the 2011 Mill as Muse photography contest. 
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Artists & Category 
 
1. Paul Malcolm, Adult, Mill Photography - Third Place 
2. Jason Felizarta, Adult, Mill Photography -  Second Place 
3. Brian Fullington, Adult, Mill Photography - First Place 
4. Joey Goldman, Youth, Mill Photography -  Second Place 
5. Alexis Miller, Youth, Mill Photography - First Place 
6. Paula Page, Adult, Park Photography -  Third Place 
7. Caroline Morgan, Adult, Park Photography -  Second Place 
8. Maryann Goldman, Adult, Park Photography -  First Place 
9. Benjamin Miller, Youth, Park Photography -  Third Place 
10. Alexis Miller, Youth, Park Photography - Second Place 
11. Johnny Goldman, Youth, Park Photography -  First Place 
12. George Howe, Adult, Mill, Art - First Place 
13. Madi Kidd, Youth, Mill Photography - Third Place 
14. Vickie L. Wilson, Adult, Mill, Art - Second Place 
15.  Ann Waller, Adult, Mill, Art - Third Place 
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They Came From Near and Far 
By Carolyn H. Carter 

  
As soon as the pretty spring weather came to the area, families 
and individuals began pouring into the park. Historic Yates Mill 
County Park is a popular destination for local residents and for 
visitors from near and far.  Area residents particularly enjoy 
showing off the park to their visiting families and friends. A scan 
of the park guestbook shows park visitors coming from such 
places as Canada, Australia, Brazil , England, Pennsylvania, 
Indiana, New York, Connecticut, Michigan, Colorado, Wisconsin, 
Virginia, Maryland Washington, New Jersey, Nebraska, South 
Carolina, Georgia, California, Delaware, Idaho, Oregon, Florida, 
Tennessee, Illinois and Texas. Visitors also come from all parts of 
North Carolina. Since the park opened in 2006, there have been 
visitors from all fifty states and more than thirty countries. 

 

Mighty Glad Theyõre Here 
Smiling faces and lovely personalities abound at the Historic Yates Mill County park reception desk.  Our 
reception desk volunteers offer a delightful welcome to our visitors and provide a wealth of information 

which helps our guest enjoy their visits to the park. 
  

Our cadre of reception desk volunteers are: Tom Brink, Lynn Canada, Patricia Rhiner, Sara Rogers,  
Marcia McNamera and Arlene Lord. Arlene and Marcia are new to our family of volunteers. We welcome 
them and hope that they will enjoy many happy times of being an important part of the Historic Yates 
Mill Park gang. Lynn, Marcia, Patricia and Arlene also volunteer on corn grinding weekends in various 

roles such as Scheduling Assistants, Cashiers and Door Attendants. 

Tornado Closes Creekside Trail 
 
The April 16, 2011 tornadoes which blew 

through the vicinity of Historic Yates Mill 

County Park upended hundreds of trees in the 

Creekside Trail area of the park.   The trail is 

closed while the downed trees are cleared. 

Work restoring the trail is anticipated to ex-

tend at least into the summer and fall. 
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UPCOMING OPPURTUNITIES 

Volunteers -In-Parks Interest Session  
Saturday, July 16; 11am-12pm  
Do you know someone who would be willing to 
donate some time and energy to Historic Yates Mill 
County Park? We could use their help! There are 
many volunteer opportunities available. Encourage 
them to attend this gathering to learn about the fun 
ways that you can help or just call the park office for 
details at  (919) 856-6675. Pre-registration is not 
required.  
 
Beginner Mill Interpreter Training  
Saturday, August 27; 1-4 pm  
Are you interested in helping to interpret Historic 
Yates Mill? If so, please plan to join park staff for 
some hands-on training to be held both in the park 
center and old mill. Pre-registration is required. 
0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒËȭÓ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒ ÃÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÏÒ ÁÔ ɉωρωɊ 
856-5378 for details.  
 
Mill Technology Tour  
This is your opportunity to view the inner workings 
of Yates Mill and explore how it operates on 
Saturday, June 11 from 10 AM -12 PM.  See how 
ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÉÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÆÅÒÒÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÌÌȭÓ ×ÁÔÅÒ ×ÈÅÅÌ ÔÏ 
all four floors of mill machinery.  Pre-registration is 
required. Be prepared to climb a lot of stairs.  Fees:  
$10/adults, $6/children 12 -16, $6/seniors 60&over 
 

Check out our newest volunteer publication!  

Check Us Out 

www.twitter.com/yatesmillpark 

We have a new way of recruit-
ing volunteers for our park. 
Kaytee Smith and Carolyn 
Carter teamed up to create 
the colorful rack card shown 
on this page. The card has 
been placed in a number of 
Wake County libraries and is 
available at the park recep-
tion desk. If you know some-
where that would be a good 
location to place some of the-
se cards, please let Carolyn 
know about the location.  

http://www.facebook.com/yatesmill

