
Heartbreak Hotel 
Stories That Will Break Your Heart-And Make You Think 

Raven Summer   YA Almond  
Led to an abandoned baby by a raven, fourteen-year-old 
Liam seems fated to meet two foster children who have 
experienced the world's violence in very different ways as 
he struggles to understand war, family problems, and 
friends who grow apart. 
 
Thirteen Reasons Why   YA Asher 
When high school student Clay Jenkins receives a box in 
the mail containing thirteen cassette tapes recorded by 
his classmate Hannah, who committed suicide, he 
spends a bewildering and heartbreaking night 
crisscrossing their town, listening to Hannah's voice 
recounting the events leading up to her death. 
 
You Know Where to Find Me  YA Cohn 
In the wake of her cousin's suicide, overweight and 
introverted seventeen-year-old Miles experiences 
significant changes in her relationships with her mother 
and father, her best friend Jamal and his family, and her 
cousin's father, while gaining insights about herself, both 
positive and negative. 
 
Waiting for You   YA Colasanti 
Fifteen-year-old high school sophomore Marisa, who has 
an anxiety disorder, decides that this is the year she will 
get what she wants--a boyfriend and a social life--but 
things do not turn out exactly the way she expects them 
to. 
 
Skin Deep    YA Crane 
When sixteen-year-old Andrea Anderson begins caring 
for a sick neighbor's dog, she learns a lot about life, 
death, pottery, friendship, hope, and love. 
 
Happyface    YA Emond 
After going through traumatic times, a troubled, socially 
awkward teenager moves to a new school where he tries 
to reinvent himself. 

The Orange Houses   YA Griffin 
Tamika, a fifteen-year-old hearing-impaired girl, Jimmi, 
an eighteen-year-old veteran who stopped taking his 
antipsychotic medication, and sixteen-year-old Fatima, 
an illegal immigrant from Africa, meet and connect in 
their Bronx, New York, neighborhood, with devastating 
results. 
 
It’s Not Summer Without You  YA Han 
Teenaged Isobel "Belly" Conklin, whose life revolves 
around spending the summer at her mother's best 
friend's beach house, reflects on the tragic events of the 
past year that changed her life forever. 
 
The Everafter    YA Huntley 
After her death, seventeen-year-old Maddy finds a way 
to revisit moments in her life by using objects that she 
lost while she was alive, and by so doing she tries to 
figure out the complicated emotions, events, and 
meaning of her existence. 
 
Sweet, Hereafter   YA Johnson 
Sweet leaves her family and goes to live in a cabin in 
the woods with the quiet but understanding Curtis, to 
whom she feels intensely connected, just as he is called 
back to serve again in Iraq. 
 
Hold Still    YA LaCour 
As she reads the journal left by her best friend, who 
committed suicide, Caitlin struggles with powerful 
feelings of loss, sadness, and guilt, but friends and a 
first love help her to cope with her negative emotions. 
 

Flash Burnout    YA Madigan 

After he takes a photograph of a woman who is living on 

the streets and discovers it to be the meth-addicted 

mother of his closest friend Marissa, Blake finds himself 

spending more time with Marissa than with his girlfriend. 
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The Lighter Side of Life and Death YA Martin 
After the last, triumphant night of the school play, fifteen-
year-old Mason loses his virginity to his good friend and 
secret crush, Kat Medina, which leads to enormous 
complications at school just as his home life is thrown into 
turmoil by his father's marriage to a woman with two 
children. 
 
Amy & Roger’s Epic Detour  YA Matson 
After the death of her father, Amy, a high school student, 
and Roger, a college freshman, set out on a carefully 
planned road trip from California to Connecticut, but wind 
up taking many detours, forcing Amy to face her worst 
fears and come to terms with her grief and guilt. 
 
Before I Fall    YA Oliver 
After she dies in a car crash, teenage Samantha relives 
the day of her death over and over again until, on the 
seventh day, she finally discovers a way to save herself. 
 

How to Build a House   YA Reinhardt 

Seventeen-year-old Harper Evans hopes to escape the 

effects of her father's divorce on her family and friendships 

by volunteering her summer to build a house in a small 

Tennessee town devastated by a tornado. 

Chasing Brooklyn   YA Schroeder 
As teenagers Brooklyn and Nico work to help each other 
recover from the deaths of Brooklyn's boyfriend--Nico's 
brother Lucca--and their friend Gabe, the two begin to 
rediscover their passion for life, and a newly blossoming 
passion for one another. 
 
Black Box    YA Schumacher 
When her sixteen-year-old sister is hospitalized for 
depression and her parents want to keep it a secret, 
fourteen-year-old Elena tries to cope with her own anxiety 
and feelings of guilt that she is determined to conceal from 
outsiders. 

The Unwritten Rule   YA Scott 

Petite and young-looking, seventeen-year-old Sarah has 

been best friends with the glamorous and seductive 

Brianna forever, but when she starts liking Brianna's 

boyfriend, their friendship becomes precarious. 

Big Fat Manifesto   YA Vaught 
Overweight, self-assured, high school senior Jamie 
Carcaterra writes in the school newspaper about her own 
attitude to being fat, her boyfriend's bariatric surgery, and 
her struggles to be taken seriously in a very thin world. 
 
Numbers    YA Ward 
Fifteen-year-old Jem knows when she looks at someone 
the exact date they will die, so she avoids relationships 
and tries to keep out of the way, but when she meets a 
boy named Spider and they plan a day out together, they 
become more involved than either of them had planned. 
 
This Full House   YA Wolff 
High-school-senior LaVaughn's perceptions and 
expectations of her life begin to change as she learns 
about the many unexpected connections between the 
people she loves best. 

 
Funny How Things Change  YA Wyatt 
Remy, a talented, seventeen-year-old auto mechanic, 
questions his decision to join his girlfriend when she starts 
college in Pennsylvania after a visiting artist helps him to 
realize what his family's home in a dying West Virginia  
mountain town means to him. 
 

The Sweet Life of Stella Madison YA Zeises 

Seventeen-year-old Stella struggles with the separation of 

her renowned chef parents, writing a food column 

for the local paper even though she is a junk food 

addict, and having a boyfriend but being attracted 

to another. 

The Young Adult Collection is made up of books for a wide age range (12-18) and includes a variety of 
different topics and interests. Not all titles will be appropriate for all readers.  


