
Gilda Joyce, Psychic Investigator     YA ALLISON 
During the summer before ninth grade, intrepid Gilda Joyce invites herself to the San Francisco 
mansion of distant cousin Lester Splinter and his thirteen-year-old daughter, where she uses 
her purported psychic abilities and detective skills to solve the mystery of the mansion's 
boarded-up tower. 
 

Peaches   YA ANDERSON 
Three teenaged girls from very different backgrounds, thrown together to pick peaches in a 
Georgia orchard, spend a summer in pursuit of the right boy, the truest of friends, and the 

perfect peach. 
 

Shift    YA BRADBURY 
When best friends Chris and Win go on a cross country bicycle trek the summer after 
graduating and only one returns, the FBI wants to know what happened. 
 

3 Willows: The Sisterhood Grows  YA BRASHARES 
Ama, Jo, and Polly, three close friends from Bethesda, Maryland, spend the summer before 
ninth grade learning about themselves, their families, and the changing nature of their 
friendship. 

 

Desert Crossing YA BROACH 
A summer trip across the New Mexico desert turns nightmarish for fourteen-year-old Lucy, 
her older brother Jamie, and his best friend Kit, as they become involved in the suspicious 
death of a young girl. 
 

Black Rabbit Summer YA BROOKS 
When two of sixteen-year-old Pete's childhood classmates disappear from a carnival the 
same night, he is a suspect, but his own investigation implicates other old friends he was with 
that evening--and a tough, knife-wielding enemy determined to keep him quiet. 

 

Chiggers (Graphic Novel) YA CHIGGERS 
When Abby returns to the same summer camp she always goes to, she is dismayed to find 
that her old friends have changed, and the only person who wants to be her friend is the 
strange new girl, Shasta. 
 

Along For the Ride YA DESSEN 
When Auden impulsively goes to stay with her father, stepmother, and new baby sister the 
summer before she starts college, all the trauma of her parents' divorce is revived, even as 
she is making new friends and having new experiences such as learning toride a bike and 
dating. 

 

How to Ruin a Summer Vacation YA ELKELES 
When sixteen-year-old Amy, a spoiled American, goes to Israel for a three-month summer 
vacation with a father she barely knows, she is not prepared for his Jewish family and the 
changes they bring about in her life. 

No Time Like Summertime 
Read. Relax. Enjoy. 

Note: Not all titles are appropriate for all readers! 
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My Almost Epic Summer YA GRIFFIN 
Stuck babysitting during the summer while her friends take glamorous vacations, fourteen-
year-old Irene learns some lessons about life after meeting a beautiful, yet troubled, 
girl. 
 

The Summer I Turned Pretty YA HAN 
Belly spends the summer she turns sixteen at the beach just like every other summer of her 

life, but this time things are very different. 
 
Someone Like Summer YA KERR 
An upper-middle-class white girl from Long Island and an immigrant worker from Colombia fall 
in love despite objections from both their families and their community. 
 

Summer Ball YA LUPICA 
Thirteen-year-old Danny must prove himself all over again for a disapproving coach and 

against new rivals at a summer basketball camp.  
 
Acceleration YA MCNAMEE 
Stuck working in the lost and found department of the Toronto Transit Authority for the 
summer, seventeen-year-old Duncan finds the diary of a serial killer and sets out to stop him. 
 

Harlem Summer YA MYERS 
In 1920s Harlem, sixteen-year-old Mark Purvis, an aspiring jazz saxophonist, gets a summer job 
as an errand boy for the publishers of the groundbreaking African American magazine, "The 
Crisis," but soon finds himself on the enemy list of mobster Dutch Shultz. 

 
Cricket Man YA NAYLOR 
Thirteen-year-old Kenny secretly calls himself "Cricket Man" after a summer of rescuing 
creatures from his family's Bethesda, Maryland, pool, which gives him more self-confidence 
and an urge to be a hero, especially for his depressed sixteen-year-old neighbor, Jodie. 
 

A Summer of Kings YA NOLAN 
Over the course of the summer of 1963, fourteen-year-old Esther Young discovers the 
passion within her when eighteen-year-old King-Roy Johnson, accused of murdering a white 
man in Alabama, comes to live with her family. 

 
How To Build A House YA REINHARDT 
Seventeen-year-old Harper Evans hopes to escape the effects of her father's divorce on her 
family and friendships by volunteering her summer to build a house in a small Tennessee town 
devastated by a tornado. 
 

The Hoopster YA SITOMER 
Andre Anderson, an African-American teenager who loves to play basketball, is happy about 
his summer internship at a magazine, but his life is unexpectedly changed by a random act of 
violence. 

 
Tale of Two Summers YA SLOAN 
Even though Hal is gay and Chuck is straight, the two fifteen-year-olds are best friends and 
set up a blog where Hal records his budding romance with a young Frenchman and Chuck falls 
for a summer theater camp diva. 
 

Full Service YA WEAVER 
In the summer of 1965, teenager Paul Sutton, a northern Minnesota farm boy, takes a job at a 
gas station in town, where his strict religious upbringing is challenged by new people and 
experiences. 
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