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Gilda Joyce, Psychic Investigator by Jennifer Allison 
During the summer before ninth grade, intrepid Gilda Joyce invites herself to the San 
Francisco mansion of distant cousin Lester Splinter and his thirteen-year-old daughter, 
where she uses her purported psychic abilities and detective skills to solve the mystery of 
the mansion's boarded-up tower. 

 
Chasing Vermeer by Blue Balliett 
When seemingly unrelated and strange events start to happen and a precious Vermeer 
painting disappears, eleven-year-olds Petra and Calder combine their talents to solve an 
international art scandal. 
 

Shakespeare’s Secret by Elise Broach 
Named after a character in a Shakespeare play, misfit sixth-grader Hero becomes  
interested in exploring this unusual connection because of a valuable diamond supposedly  
hidden in her new house, an intriguing neighbor, and the unexpected attention of the most 
popular boy in school. 
 

Grooves by Kevin Brockmeier 
After a seventh-grader discovers that the grooves in his Thigpen-brand blue jeans are  
encoded with a cry for help, he sets out to save the factory workers from greedy  
entrepreneur Howard Thigpen. 

 

Room One by Andrew Clements  
Ted Hammond, the only sixth grader in his small Nebraska town's one-room  
schoolhouse, searches for clues to the disappearance of a homeless family. 

 
Half Moon Investigations by Eoin Colfer 
When Fletcher Moon, the youngest detective in the world, is framed for a crime he did not 
commit, he must team up with the unlikeliest of allies, run from the authorities, and solve 
the case within twelve hours to clear his name. 

 

The Ghost of Fossil Glen by Cynthia DeFelice 
Allie Nichols' friend Karen doesn't want to hear the story of a ghost calling for Allie's help 
and then falling to her death. As Allie discovers that her role is to avenge a murder, she 
also learns something about friendship, false and true. 
 

The House of Dies Drear by Virginia Hamilton 
An African-American family tries to unravel the secrets of their new home which was once 
a stop on the Underground Railroad. 

 
Hoot by Carl Hiassen 
Roy, who is new to his small Florida community, becomes involved in another boy's  
attempt to save a colony of burrowing owls from a proposed construction site. 
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The Night Flyers by Elizabeth McDavid Jones 
In 1918, caring for her family's homing pigeons while her father is away fighting in World 
War I, twelve-year-old Pam comes to suspect that a mysterious stranger in her small 
North Carolina town is a German spy. 

 
From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler by E.L. Konigsburg 
Claudia and her brother run away to the Metropolitan Museum of Art, where she sees a 
statue so beautiful, she must identify its sculptor. To find out, she must visit the statue's 
former owner, the elderly Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler. 

 

Search for the Shadowman by Joan Lowery Nixon 
While working on a genealogy project for his seventh grade history class, Andy Bonner 
becomes determined to solve the mystery surrounding a distant relative who was  
accused of stealing the family fortune. 
 

The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin 
The mysterious death of an eccentric millionaire brings together an unlikely assortment of 
heirs who must uncover the circumstances of his death before they can claim their  
inheritance. 

 

The Kidnappers by Willo Davis Roberts 
Willie was about to beat Joey to a pulp. That's why Joey was hiding when he saw Willie 
kidnapped. Unfortunately, Joey's penchant for stretching the truth backfires and no one 
believes him. No one but the kidnapper, that is. 
 

The Egypt Game by Zilpha Snyder 
An interracial group of children, entranced with the study of ancient Egypt, play their own 
Egypt game, are visited by a secret oracle, become involved in a murder, and befriend the 
antique dealer-professor before they move on to new interests. 

 
The Case of the Missing Marquess by Nancy Springer 
Enola Holmes, much younger sister of detective Sherlock Holmes, must travel to London 
in disguise to unravel the disappearance of her missing mother. 

 
The Mysterious Matter of I.M. Fine by Diane Stanley 
Noticing that a popular series of horror novels is having a bizarre effect on the behavior of 
its readers, Franny and Beamer set out to find the mysterious author. 

 
The Callender Papers by Cynthia Voigt 
In nineteenth-century Massachusetts, orphan Jean, while helping a widowed artist sort 
out his family papers, becomes curious about the mysterious death of his wife and the 
disappearance of their young child. 
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