
Chains: Seeds of America        YA Anderson 
After being sold to a cruel couple in New York City, a slave named Isabel spies for the rebels 
during the Revolutionary War. 
 
Close to Famous         YA Bauer 
Twelve-year-old Foster McFee and her mother escape from her mother's abusive boyfriend 
and end up in the small town of Culpepper, West Virginia, where they use their strengths and 
challenge themselves to build a new life, with the help of the friends they make there.  
 
Secondhand Charm         YA Berry 
On her journey to the royal university to become a doctor, fifteen-year-old Evie, wearing 
potent gypsy charms, learns of her monstrous inheritance.  
 
Beauty Shop for Rent:…Fully Equipped, Inquire Within    YA Bowers 
Raised by a great-grandmother and a bunch of beauty shop buddies, fourteen-year-old Abbey 
resolves to overcome her unhappy childhood and disillusionment with the mother who 
deserted her.  
 
Fat Cat          YA Brande 
Overweight teenage Catherine embarks on a high school science project in which she must 
emulate the ways of homonyms, the earliest ancestors of human beings, by eating an all-
natural diet and foregoing technology.  
 
The Pirate Captain’s Daughter       YA Bunting 
Upon her mother's death, fifteen-year-old Catherine puts her courage and strength to the test 
by disguising herself as a boy to join her father, a pirate captain, on a ship whose crew includes 
men who are trying to steal a treasure from him.  
 
I’d Tell You I Love You, but Then I’d Have to Kill You    YA Carter 
As a sophomore at a secret spy school and the daughter of a former CIA operative, Cammie is 
sheltered from "normal teenage life" until she meets a local boy while on a class surveillance 
mission.  
  
Flirt Club          YA Daly 
Through notes and journal entries, best friends and self-proclaimed "drama geeks" Cisco (Izzy) 
and the Bean (Annie) write of the trials of middle school, as well as their efforts to attract boys 
by forming a Flirt Club.  
 
The Maze Runner        YA Dashner 
Sixteen-year-old Thomas wakes up with no memory in the middle of a maze and realizes he 
must work with the community in which he finds himself if he is to escape . 

Clean reads for teens 
Great books without the stuff that would make your grandma blush! 
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Mare’s War          YA Davis 
Teens Octavia and Tali learn about strength, independence, and courage when they are forced 
to take a car trip with their grandmother, who tells about growing up Black in 1940s Alabama 
and serving in Europe during World War II as a member of the Women's Army Corps.  
 
The Total Tragedy of a Girl Named Hamlet      YA Dionne 
Hamlet's attempts to be a "normal" eighth grader become increasingly difficult when her 
genius seven-year-old sister and her eccentric Shakespeare scholar parents both begin to 
attend her school.  
 
Ten Miles Past Normal        YA Dowell 
Because living with "modern-hippy" parents on a goat farm means fourteen-year-old Janie 
Gorman cannot have a normal high school life, she tries joining Jam Band, making friends with 
Monster, and spending time with elderly former civil rights workers.  
 
Princess of the Midnight Ball       YA George 
A retelling of the tale of twelve princesses who wear out their shoes dancing every night, and 
of Galen, a former soldier now working in the king's gardens, who follows them in hopes of 
breaking the curse.  
  
Tunnels          YA Gordon 
When Will Burrows and his friend Chester embark on a quest to find Will's archaeologist 
father, who has inexplicably disappeared, they are led to a labyrinthine world underneath 
London, full of sinister inhabitants with evil intentions toward "Topsoilers" like Will and his 
father.  
 
Claim to Fame         YA Haddix 
Sixteen-year-old Lindsay, a former child star whose career ended when she developed the 
ability to hear what anyone, anywhere says about her and apparently suffered a nervous 
breakdown, comes to see this as an asset when, after her father's death, she learns that she is 
not alone.  
 
Evil Genius          YA Jinks 
Child prodigy Cadel Piggot, an antisocial computer hacker, discovers his true identity when he 
enrolls as a first-year student at an advanced crime academy.  
 
Suite Scarlett          YA Johnson 
Fifteen-year-old Scarlett Marvin is stuck in New York City for the summer working at her quirky 
family's historic hotel, but her brother's attractive new friend and a seasonal guest who offers 
her an intriguing and challenging writing project improve her outlook.  
 
Getting the Girl         YA Juby 
Ninth-grader Sherman Mack investigates the "Defilers," a secret group at his British Columbia 
high school that marks certain female students as pariahs, at first because he is trying to 
protect the girl he has a crush on, but later as a matter of principle.  
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Outside Beauty         YA Kadohata 
Thirteen-year-old Shelby and her three sisters must go to live with their respective fathers 
while their mother, who has trained them to rely on their looks, recovers from a car accident 
that scarred her face.  
 
The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate       YA Kelly 
In central Texas in 1899, eleven-year-old Callie Vee Tate is instructed to be a lady by her 
mother, learns about love from the older three of her six brothers, and studies the natural 
world with her grandfather, the latter of which leads to an important discovery.  
 
Stuck on Earth         YA Klass 
On a secret mission to evaluate whether the human race should be annihilated, a space alien 
inhabits the body of a bullied fourteen-year-old boy.  
 
Princess Ben          YA Murdock 
A girl is transformed, through instruction in life at court, determination, and magic, from 
sullen, pudgy, graceless Ben into Crown Princess Benevolence, a fit ruler of the kindgom of 
Montagne as it faces war with neighboring Drachensbett.  
 
The Floating Islands         YA Neumeier 
The adventures of two teenaged cousins who live in a place called The Floating Islands, one of 
whom is studying to become a mage and the other one of the legendary island flyers.  
 
Half Brother          YA Oppel 
In 1973, when a renowned Canadian behavioral psychologist pursues his latest research 
project--an experiment to determine whether chimpanzees can acquire advanced language 
skills--he brings home a baby chimp named Zan and asks his thirteen-year-old son to treat Zan 
like a little brother.  
 
My Fair Godmother         YA Rallison 
High school sophomore Savannah wants to find the perfect prom date after her boyfriend 
breaks up with her to date her older sister, but when a godmother who is only fair becomes 
involved, Savannah finds herself in trouble in the Middle Ages, along with aboy who would like 
to be her charming prince.  
 
The Things a Brother Knows        YA Reinhardt 
Although they have never gotten along well, seventeen-year-old Levi follows his older brother 
Boaz, an ex-Marine, on a walking trip from Boston to Washington, D.C. in hopes of learning 
why Boaz is completely withdrawn.  
 
Okay for Now          YA Schmidt 
As a fourteen-year-old who just moved to a new town, with no friends, an abusive father, and 
a louse for an older brother, Doug Swieteck has all the stats stacked against him until he finds 
an ally in Lil Spicer--a fiery young lady. Together, they find a safe haven in the local library, 
inspiration in learning about the plates of John James Audubon's birds, and a hilarious 
adventure on a Broadway stage.  
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The Grimm Legacy        YA Shulman 
New York high school student Elizabeth gets an after-school job as a page at the "New-York 
Circulating Material Repository," and when she gains coveted access to its Grimm Collection of 
magical objects, she and the other pages are drawn into a series of frightening adventures 
involving mythical creatures and stolen goods.  
 
Antsy Does Time        YA Shusterman 
Fourteen-year-old Anthony "Antsy" Bonano learns about life, death, and a lot more when he 
tries to help a friend with a terminal illness feel hopeful about the future.  
 
After Ever After        YA Sonnenblick 
Although Jeff and Tad, encouraged by a new friend, Lindsey, make a deal to help one another 
overcome aftereffects of their cancer treatments in preparation for eighth-grade graduation, 
Jeff still craves advice from his older brother Stephen, who is studying drums in Africa.  
 
The Latte Rebellion        YA Stevenson 
When high school senior Asha Jamison is called a "towel head" at a pool party, she and her 
best friend Carey start a club to raise awareness of mixed-race students that soon sweeps the 
country, but the hubbub puts her Ivy League dreams, friendship, and beliefs to the test.  
 
The Running Dream        YA Van Draanen 
When a school bus accident leaves sixteen-year-old Jessica an amputee, she returns to school 
with a prosthetic limb and her track team finds a wonderful way to help rekindle her dream of 
running again.  
 
Climbing the Stairs        YA Venkatraman 
In India, in 1941, when her father becomes brain-damaged in a non-violent protest march, 
fifteen-year-old Vidya and her family are forced to move in with her father's extended family 
and become accustomed to a totally different way of life.  
 
Leviathan         YA Westerfeld 
In an alternate 1914 Europe, fifteen-year-old Austrian Prince Alek, on the run from the Clanker 
Powers who are attempting to take over the globe using mechanical machinery, forms an 
uneasy alliance with Deryn who, disguised as a boy to join the British Air Service, is learning to 
fly genetically-engineered beasts.  
 
A Spy in the House        YA Yee 
Rescued from the gallows in 1850s London, young orphan and thief Mary Quinn is offered a 
place at Miss Scrimshaw's Academy for Girls where she is trained to be part of an all-female 
investigative unit called The Agency and, at age seventeen, she infiltrates a rich merchant's 
home in hopes of tracing his missing cargo ships.  
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