
 

 

J Cameron—Wonderful Flight to the Mushroom  Planet  (series) 

A mystery man inspires two boys to build a spaceship which takes them to the planet of 

Basidium to help the Mushroom people. 

 

J Carman—Atherton: House of Power    (series) 

Edgar, an eleven-year-old orphan, finds a book that reveals significant secrets about Atherton, 

the strictly divided world on which he lives, even as geological changes threaten to shift the 

power structure that allows an elite few to live off the labor of others. 

 

J Clayton—The Roar 

In an overpopulated world where all signs of nature have been obliterated and a wall has been 

erected to keep out plague-ridden animals, twelve-year-old Mika refuses to believe that his 

twin sister was killed after being abducted, and continues to search for her in spite of the 

dangers he faces in doing so. 

 

J Coville— My Teacher is an Alien (and others) 

Uneasy about her new substitute teacher, Susan Simmons' suspicions about Mr. Smith are 

confirmed when she discovers he is an alien determined to bring some sixth-grade specimens 

back to his planet. 

 

J Dashner—The Journal of Curious Letters  (13th Reality series) 

Thirteen-year-old Atticus "Tick" Higginbottom begins receiving mysterious letters from 

around the world signed only "M.G.," and the clues contained therein lead him on a journey to 

the perilous 13th Reality and a confrontation with evil Mistress Jane. 

 

J Haddix —Running Out  of  Time 

When a diphtheria epidemic hits her 1840 village, thirteen-year-old Jessie discovers it is 

actually a 1995 tourist site under unseen observation by heartless scientists, and it's up to Jessie 

to escape the village and save the lives of the dying children. 

 

J Holt—Mike Stellar: Nerves of Steel 

Mike is suspicious when his family joins an expedition to Mars at the last minute, and his fears 

are confirmed when all of the adults on the colonizing mission, including his parents, begin to 

act strangely. 
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J L’Engle —A Wrinkle in Time 

Meg Murry and her friends become involved with unearthly strangers and a search for Meg's 

father, who has disappeared while engaged in secret work for the government. 

 

J Pullman—Clockwork 
Long ago in Germany, a storyteller's story and an apprentice clockwork-maker's nightmare 

meet in a menacing, lifelike figure created by the strange Dr. Kalmenius. 

 

J Reisman—Simon Bloom, the Gravity Keeper (series) 

Nerdy sixth-grader Simon Bloom finds a book that enables him to control the laws of 

physics, but when two thugs come after him, he needs the formulas in the book to save 

himself. 

 

J Stewart—The Mysterious Benedict Society (series) 

After passing a series of mind-bending tests, four children are selected for a secret mission 

that requires them to go undercover at the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where 

the only rule is that there are no rules. 

 

J Wells—On the Blue Comet 

When the Depression hits in Cairo, Illinois, and Oscar Ogilvie's father must sell their home 

and vast model train set-up to look for work in California, eleven-year-old Oscar is left with 

his dour aunt, where he befriends a mysterious drifter, witnesses a stunning bank robbery, 

and is suddenly catapulted onto a train that takes him to a different time and place. 

 

 

 

YA Duprau —The City of Ember (series) 

In the year 241, twelve-year-old Lina trades jobs on Assignment Day to be a Messenger to 

run to new places in her decaying but beloved city, perhaps even to glimpse Unknown 

Regions. 

 

YA Lowry —Gathering Blue 

Lame and suddenly orphaned, Kira is mysteriously removed from her squalid village to live 

in the palatial Council Edifice, where she is expected to use her gifts as a weaver to do the 

bidding of the all-powerful Guardians. 
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