
 
The Sweetheart of Prosper County by Jill S. Alexander  
In a small East Texas town largely ruled by prejudices and bullies, fourteen-year-
old Austin sets out to win a ride in the next parade and, in the process, grows in her 
understanding of friendship and helps her widowed mother through her mourning. 
 
Thirteen Reasons Why by Jay Asher 
When high school student Clay Jenkins receives a box in the mail containing thir-
teen cassette tapes recorded by his classmate Hannah, who committed suicide, he 
spends a bewildering and heartbreaking night crisscrossing their town, listening to 
Hannah's voice recounting the events leading up to her death.  
 
Hope was Here by Joan Bauer 
When sixteen-year-old Hope and the aunt who has raised her move from Brooklyn 
to Mulhoney, Wisconsin, to work as waitress and cook in the Welcome Stairways 
diner, they become involved with the diner owner's political campaign to oust the 
town's corrupt mayor. Many wonderful books by this author. 
 
Perfect Chemistry by Simone Elkeles  
When wealthy, seemingly perfect Brittany and Alex Fuentes, a gang member from 
the other side of town, develop a relationship after Alex discovers that Brittany is 
not exactly who she seems to be, they must face the disapproval of their school-
mates--and others.  
 
Looking for Alaska by John Green  
Sixteen-year-old Miles' first year at Culver Creek Preparatory School in Alabama 
includes good friends and great pranks, but is defined by the search for answers 
about life and death after a fatal car crash. 
 
The Earth, My Butt, and Other Big, Round Things  by Carolyn Mackler 
Feeling like she does not fit in with the other members of her family, who are all 
thin, brilliant, and good-looking, fifteen-year-old Virginia tries to deal with her self
-image, her first physical relationship, and her disillusionment with some of the peo-
ple closest to her.  

Like the author Sarah Dessen?  

Here are some other authors to try! 

Updated by L. Robinson @ Duraleigh Road Library—Dec 2009. 
 Not all titles will be appropriate for all readers. 



 
Flash Burnout by L.K. Madigan  
After he takes a photograph of a woman who is living on the streets and discovers 
it to be the meth-addicted mother of his closest friend Marissa, Blake finds himself 
spending more time with Marissa than with his girlfriend.  
 
Saving Francesca by Melina Marchetta  
Sixteen-year-old Francesca could use her outspoken mother's help with the prob-
lems of being one of a handful of girls at a parochial school that has just turned co-
ed, but her mother has suddenly become severely depressed. Also read: Looking 
for Alibrandi. 
 
Peace, Love, & Baby Ducks by Lauren Myracle  
Fifteen-year-old Carly's summer volunteer experience makes her feel more real 
than her life of privilege in Atlanta ever did, but her younger sister starts high 
school pretending to be what she is not, and both find their relationships suffering.   
 
Just One Wish by Janet Rallison  
Seventeen-year-old Annika tries to cheer up her little brother Jeremy before his 
surgery to remove a cancerous tumor by bringing home his favorite television actor, 
Steve Raleigh, the star of "Teen Robin Hood".  
 
Viola in Reel Life by Adriana Trigiani  
When fourteen-year-old Viola is sent from her beloved Brooklyn to boarding 
school in Indiana for ninth grade, she overcomes her initial reservations as she 
makes friends with her roommates, goes on a real date, and uses the unsettling 
ghost she keeps seeing as the subject of a short film--her first.  
 
Heart on my Sleeve by Ellen Wittlinger 
From the end of high school to the beginning of college, Chloe and Julian deal with 
major changes in their families and friendships and explore their feelings for each 
other through emails, letters, and a visit. 
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