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Introduction 
 
The Wake County Planning Department is charged with providing public planning 
services to the areas in Wake County lying outside the municipalitiesô planning 
jurisdictions. The Department also serves as a single point of planning, advisory, 
and technical assistance to local jurisdictions, community groups, and other 
organizations.  The Planning Department focuses on Proactively Preparing 
Practical Policies for People: the 5Pôs.   
 
Wake County Planning Department currently serves over 865,000 Wake County 
residents through its joint land use, watershed and growth management planning 
initiatives with municipal planning partners. Through its demographic and spatial 
data analysis research and reporting functions, departmental staff provides 
valuable information to Wake County departments, local, regional and private 
sector communities of interests.  Over 182,000 people live in the unincorporated 
areas of the County, spanning a jurisdiction of almost 570 of the County's total 
831 square miles of land area.  The Department's staff projects approximately 
902,000 people will reside in Wake County in 2009.   
 
The Planning Department consists of Current Planning (CP) and Long Range 
Planning (LRP) Divisions, staffed by 21 full-time positions (see Organization 
Chart). The Department has transitioned from an agency that early on primarily 
focused on long-range planning policies to one that deals with a myriad of long-
range and current planning activities and regulatory processes. The current staff 
primarily focuses on: 
 
Long Range Planning (LRP) 
Á Comprehensive Planning/Water Supply Watershed/Growth Management 

Strategies and Policies Implementation 
Á 2010 Census Bureau Programs Coordination & Implementation 
Á Strategic Research:  Demographics & Spatial Data Analysis & Reporting 
Á Transportation Planning and Coordination 
Á Historic Preservation Administration 
Á Presentations to Elected Officials, Community Groups, and other      

County Agencies 
 
Current Planning (CP) 
Á Implementation of the Unified Development Ordinance 
Á Zoning and Administration Services 
Á Subdivision Administration  
Á Zoning Code Enforcement 
Á Presentations to Elected Officials, Community Groups, and other      

County Agencies 
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The Changing Environment of Planning 
 
Through the years, the Planning Department has maintained a high level of professional 
service despite tremendous increases in population and development activity associated 
with such growth. Land use patterns and transportation investments can play key roles in 
making communities sustainable and healthy.  Coupling land use and transportation can 
reduce dependency on cars, increase opportunities for physical activity, improve air 
quality and preserve open space and critical natural resource areas (such as water 
supply watersheds).  Sustainable communities also employ community participation and 
visioning processes that seek to add infrastructure necessary for making a place safe, 
livable and health-promoting.  This sets the stage for achieving equity and social justice 
those with limited means and access to public resources and services. 
 
 
 
Wake Countyôs Planning Environment 
 
In 2008 the U.S. Census Bureau reported Wake County grew by 38,841 people the prior 
year (106 newcomers per day). The County's population grew to 832,970 as of July 2007, 
which represented a population increase of 4.9 percent for the period of July 2006 to July 
2007 ï the highest growth rate increase among the nationôs 100 most populous counties! 
 
The Census Bureau also released its July 2007 municipal population estimates.  The 
Town of Caryôs population annual growth rate (7.27%) ranked 5th nationally among cities 
with at least 100,000 residents. Five of the top six fastest growing municipalities in North 
Carolina are located in Wake County:   
 

#1 Rolesville  
#3 Holly Springs 
#4 Knightdale 
#5 Wake Forest 
#6 Fuquay-Varina 
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This has created a situation where new approaches to evaluate growth, transportation, 
and environmental and open space issues have been pushed to the forefront. As a result, 
several planning documents have just been completed. These documents create the 
opportunity for additional policy to be developed and implemented which address growth 
management issues for Wake County. 
 
Much of the departmentôs success can be attributed to its ability and willingness to 
anticipate future trends and re-engineer its processes and services to better respond to 
the communityôs needs.  Strong public involvement efforts and the departmentôs 
motivated staff have contributed to the Departmentôs success. 
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20 regular/full-time positions. 1 temp/part-time position

Current Planning:

Board of Adjustment

Zoning Enforcement

Zoning Administration

Code enforcement/zoning & subdivision

Rezonings

Subdivision review

Subdivision administration

Variances

Special use permits

General use permits Administrative Asst. II

Graveyard removals 0124-1042-0

UDO

Appeals

(Zoning) (Subdivision)

Long-Range Planning:

Transportation Planning

Land Use Planning

Demographics

School Enrollment & Projections

Census

Historic Preservation

Growth Management

GIS

Land Use Plan Amendments

Small Area Land Use Plans

Road closings

ETJ Requests

Annexations

(Long-Range)

(Planner III)

5015-1003-0

Planner II

5015-1015-0

(Current)

Steven FinnKeith Lankford

Brenda Coats

Planner II

Planner II

Michael Walters

Lynn Patrie

Planner I Planner I

5024-0001-0

5015-1016-0

John Schodtler

(Team Leader)

Shelita Atkinson

Celena Everette

William Shroyer

5015-1028-0

5012-1020-0

Planner II (CSP)

5012-1007-0

5010-1002-0

Dean Perry

Planning Technician

Justin Rametta

Planner III

Planner II

5015-1022-0

Bryan Coates

Planner II

5015-1021-0

2045-1007-0

Larry Morgan

(Team Leader)

5012-1009-0

Sherry Taylor

Planner I

5020-1011-0

Planner II

5015-1023-0

Timothy Gardiner

Wake County Planning Department

Planning Director

5021-1001-0

Land Devel. Administrator

Jenny Dino

0124-1041-0

Administrative Asst. II

0126-1078-0

Executive Assistant

Melanie Wilson

Sharon Peterson

January 1, 2009

5025-1001-0

Planner III

(Info/Tech Analyst)

5020-1019-0

Matt Burton

Russ O'Melia

Long-Range Planning Manager

GIS Planning Analyst

Geoffrey Pearson
Code Enf. Coord. (1/3)

9002-1001-0
Env. Services Dept.

Ty Harris
Intern/Student Asst.

0004-9055-9
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Wake County 2010 ï Census Day, April 1, 2010 
 
The U.S. Census Bureau estimated approximately 205,000 residents had settled 
in Wake County between April 1, 2000 (Census Day) and July 1, 2007.  The most 
recent Census Bureau data estimated the combined 2007 population of the 2nd ï 
5th largest towns in Wake County (Cary, Apex, Garner and Wake Forest) as 
204,067!  Between 1990 and 2000 census counts, Wake Countyôs population 
increased by 201,535 residents.  Wake Countyôs population increase has 
exceeded the total of the last decade in 7 years! 
 

So who and how many people will populate Wake County in 2010?  
 
How different or alike will they be from those who moved or were born 
here during the previous decade?   
 
How will these new residents impact county services and programs in 
2010? 

 
 

 
Wake County 2010 Census Complete Count Committee 
 
The responses to these questions will result from information provided by Wake 
County residents to the U.S. Census Bureau in April 2010.  Every ten years the 
U.S. Census Bureau conducts a census count.  To ensure that every Wake 
County and United States resident is counted, the Census Bureau has designed a 
program aimed to develop partnerships with state and local community groups.   
 
As with the 2000 Census outreach campaign, Wake County Planning Department 
has been asked by the Charlotte Regional Census Office to lead the coordinated 
county-wide Complete Count Committee Program in Wake County.  Complete 
Count Committee (CCC) members bring local knowledge, influence and resources 
in educating all residents about mail-in census questionnaire.  Their primary focus 
is to promote the 2010 Census by identifying the best way to reach all resident 
populations in the most efficient and cost-effective manner.   
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The Census Bureau recognized the 2000 Wake County CCC as the top CCC in its 
five-state region for its outstanding outreach and promotional efforts ï including a 
69% census questionnaire return rate. 
 
Significance 
The federal and state governments use the population data to allocate funds.  For 
example during Fiscal Year 2009, Wake County was granted over $113 million in 
federal and state funds for housing and community development, aging, health 
and human services, job training, environmental protection, public safety and 
emergency services programs. 
 
2008 ï 2012 Wake County Planning Population Projections 
 
 

In 2001 forecasts indicated that Wake Countyôs annual population growth rate 
would steadily decline to 3.2% in 2007. Between July 2006 and July 2007, Wake 
Countyôs growth ñslowedò to 4.9% annually.  That rate exceeded the 4.7% 
average of the preceding decade and far exceeded the 2001 projected forecasts.   
 
The Census Bureau will release its 2010 Census results in December 2010 and 
throughout 2011.  Until that time, Wake County Planning will continue to project 
county-level population semi-annually. 
 
In November 2008 Wake County Planning acquired a population projection model 
developed by Allan M. Parnell, McMillan and Moss Research, Inc.  The 
developers of the model input components of population growth (births, deaths, 
net migration) to project Wake County population annually through 2050.  The 
chart below illustrates growth at a 4.2% rate based on the most recent population 
growth component inputs and assumptions made about near-term socio-economic 
trends. 
  

Year 
Wake County Planning 
Population Projection 

Projected Annual 
Growth Rate 

2008 868,121 4.2% 

2009 902,689 4.0% 

2010 940,122 4.1% 

2011 979,897 4.2% 

2012 1,019,398 4.0% 
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Urbanization Trends: Population Growth & Density 
 
1990 ï 2000: The Benchmark Decade 
 
During the 1990s, Wake County grew at an average rate of 4.7% annually. The U. S. 
Census Bureau reported 426,311 people resided in Wake County in April 1990.  By April 
2000 the Countyôs population increased significantly to 627,846. The 2000 population 
count represented an increase of 201,535 more residents since 1990, averaging 55 new 
residents per day. 
 
Letôs review the major demographic trends that prevailed in Wake County from 1990-
2000.  
 

 Wake Countyôs landscape became more urban. 
 

Characteristic 
Rank among 
N.C. Counties 

Wake County 
Measurement 

State of N.C. 
Comparison 

Total Population 2
nd

 most populous 627,846 residents 8,049,313 

Rate of Growth 2
nd

 fastest growing 47% increase 21% increase 

Population 
Density 

4
th 

most densely 
populated 

754.7 people per sq. 
mile 

165.2 people per 
sq. mile 

 

 

 Wake Countyôs population became more diverse. 
 

Demographic 
Characteristic 

2000 
Population 

Wake County 
Measurement 

State of N.C. 
Comparison 

 
Hispanic or Latino 

 
33,985 residents 

 
(530% Increase) 

 
1 out of every 18 
Wake County 
residents was of 
Hispanic origin. 

 
1 out of every 21 
people in the state 
was of Hispanic 
origin. 
(394% Increase) 

 
Asian  

 
21,249 residents 

 
(163% Increase) 

 
3.4% of Wake 
Countyôs population.  
 
 3

rd
 highest among NC 

counties. 

 
1.4 % of N.C. 
population. 
 

 
Multiracial  

 
10,321 residents 

 
1.6% of Wake County 
residents identified 
themselves as 
multiracial. 

 
1.3% of N.C. 
residents identified 
themselves as 
multiracial. 
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The Years After ï 2000 to 2007 
 
Was the level of growth that Wake County experienced during the preceding 
decade sustained after 2000?  Has the major demographic trends 
established during the 1990s prevailed?  Answers:  YES and YES. 
 
2007 U.S. Census Bureau Estimates 
 
Á Wake County Population Growth Sustained 

 
According to the latest estimates released by the U.S. Census Bureau in April 
2007, 832,970 people resided in Wake County on July 1, 2007.  The population 
increased by 38,841 people during the prior year.  The countyôs 2007 population 
growth rate tied for first among the nationôs 100 most populous counties.  Framed 
in a more local context, it means that between July 2006 and July 2007 - on 
average - 106 people moved to Wake County daily.  As stated on the prior 
page, Wake County averaged 55 newcomers per day during the 1990ôs growth 
spurt.  Through July 1, 2007 Wake County averaged 80 new residents daily thus 
far this decade. 
 
 #1 Fastest Growing County Nationally: 4.9%  

(Tied with Collin County, Texas) 
#60  Most Populous County Nationally: 832,970 
 (#56 Mecklenburg County, NC: 867,067)  
 

 

Place 
2000 

Population 
2007 

Population 
Percent 
Change 

United States 281,421,906 304,059,724 8.0 

North Carolina 8,845,343 8,049,313 9.9 

Wake County 627,846 832,970 32.7 

Mecklenburg County 695,454 867,067 24.7 
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Migration is clearly the most important component in Wake Countyôs rapid growth, 
and it is the most difficult component to measure. Since 2000 seventy to 
seventy-seven percent  of the net increase in population is attributable to 
migration. 
 

 
 

 
 
Á Wake County continued to attract older, well-educated and diverse 

and more affluent populations 
 

AGE:  2007Census data below reflects that the median age of Wake County 
residents has gradually increased since 1990.  In 2007 Wake County had a total 
population of approximately 833,000.  Ten percent (83,000) of the population was 
62 years and over. 
 

Median Age, 1990 - 2007 

Year Median Age 

1990 31.1 

1995 31.6 

2000 32.9 

2005 34.1 

2007 34.5 
 

Within North Carolina Outside of North Carolina

County Population County Population

Durham 17,984 Fairfax, VA 1,947

Johnston 10,519 Suffolk, NY 1,746

Franklin 5,817 Broward, FL 1,622

Harnett 5,465 Los Angeles, CA 1,398

Mecklenburg 4,629 Santa Clara, CA 1,297

Orange 4,338 San Diego, CA 1,281

Guilford 3,998 Montgomery, MD 1,222

Cumberland 3,986 Queens, NY 1,212

New Hanover 3,491 Cook,IL 1,208

Chatham 3,374 Kings, NY 1,185



WWaakkee  CCoouunnttyy  PPllaannnniinngg  

BBuussiinneessss  PPllaann  22000088--22001100  

1-1-09 Page 11 
 

 
EDUCATION: In 2007, 91 percent of people 25 years and over had at least 
graduated from high school and 48 percent had a bachelor's degree or higher. 
Nine percent were dropouts; they were not enrolled in school and had not 
graduated from high school. 
 
 

PLACE ADULTS WL¢I .!/I9[hwΩ{ 59Dw99 hw ILDI9w 

United States 28% 

North Carolina 26% 

Wake County 48% 

Mecklenburg 42% 

 

Source: American Community Survey, 2007 

NATIVITY AND LANGUAGE: Twelve percent of the people living in Wake County 
in 2007 were foreign born. Eighty-eight percent was native, including 46 percent 
who were born in North Carolina.   Among people at least five years old living in 
Wake County in 2007, 14 percent spoke a language other than English at home. 
Of those speaking a language other than English at home, 52 percent spoke 
Spanish and 48 percent spoke some other language; 40 percent reported that 
they did not speak English "very well." 

 
The data in the table below indicates Wake Countyôs Hispanic and Asian 
populations have grown faster than the total population.   Although white, non-
Hispanics residents make up the largest racial group in Wake County; they 
declined as a percentage of the total population between 2000 and 2007.  The 
Asian population grew rapidly ï 53%.  Growth among Wake Countyôs 
Hispanic/Latino population was the most substantial; between 2000 and 2007 the 
number of Hispanics/Latinos living in Wake County increased by 107%. Growth 
rates of non-Hispanics Whites and Blacks/African-Americans were more modest 
at 36% and 24% respectively.  Hispanics comprised 8% of the total 2007 
population ï Asians made up 4%.  This compares to 2000 when the Census 
counts tallied 5% and 4% respectively. 
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INCOME: In 2007 the median household income in Wake County was $61,554 
ï meaning half of the households earned above or below this amount.  The 
Census Bureau reports the median income for families in Wake County in 2007 
was $79,588. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2007 Wake County 
Median Household Income by Race/Ethnicity 

Race/Ethnicity  Income 

African-American $38,639 

Asian $90,294 

Hispanic $36,360 

White $71,710 

 
 

 
 
 

2000 -2007 Ra ce/Ethnicity Population and  
Percentage Distribution  

Persons 
2000  

Population in 
Wake  

% of 
Total 

2007  
Population in 

Wake 

% of 
Total 

African-
American 

123,339 19.6% 168,330 20.2% 

Asian 23,866 3.8% 36,347 4.4% 

Hispanic 33,985 5.4% 70,278 8.4% 

White 440,929 70.2% 544,220 65.3% 

Other 5,727 1.0% 13,695 1.7% 

2007  
 

Median 
HH 

Income 
 

North 
Carolina  
 
$44,670  

 
 
 
 

 

 

2007  
 

Median 
HH 

Income 
 

United 
States  
 

$50,740  
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Growth In Unincorporated Wake County 
 
2007 N.C. State Demographerôs Estimates 
 
Has the growth rate in unincorporated Wake County maintained the pace set in the previous 

decade?   Answers:  Yes and No. 
 
The most recent State Demographerôs report documents that 832,590 people 
resided throughout Wake County on July 1, 2001.  The number of residents 
inhabiting areas outside of Wakeôs incorporated jurisdictions totaled 182,250 
compared to 169,223 residents in April 2000, increasing by almost 13,000 people 
ï deeming it the county in the state with the most people living outside of 
municipal cities and towns. 

 
 

 
 

 

NC State Demographerôs 2007 Certified County Population Estimates: 
People Residing Outside of Incorporated Cities and Towns 

Rank County July 1 Population 
Non-

municipal 
Population 

% Municipal 
Population 

1 WAKE 832,590 182,250 78% 

20 MECKLENBURG 863,147 60,539 93% 

Wake County:  182,250  
 
Á #1  - NC County with the largest 

number of residents living 
outside cities and towns in 2007 
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The data below, abstracted from the N.C. State Demographerôs Office ñCertified 
July 2006 Municipal Estimates by County Report,ò reveals that since April 2000 
the rate of growth continued at a clip of 4.7% countywide.  Unincorporated areas 
grew at a rate of 1.1%, adding almost 13,000 new residents.  This increase 
accounted for 6% of the countyôs new residents, compared to 20% of 
newcomers who arrived between 1990 and 2000.  The population growth rate for 
the area outside Wakeôs municipalities is much slower than that during the 1990s 
ï primarily due to the recent spate of municipal annexations.  Since 2000 
municipalities annexed 69 square miles of unincorporated area in Wake 
County, including the Towns of Angier and Clayton whose primary corporate 
limits reside in the County of Harnett and Johnston, respectively. 
 

 JURISIDICTION 1990 2000 

1990-2000 
PERCENT 
AVERAGE 
GROWTH 

2007 

2000-2007 
PERCENT 
AVERAGE 
GROWTH 

TOTAL WAKE COUNTY 426,311 627,846 4.7% 832,590 4.7% 

 All Municipalities 297,336 458,623 5.4% 650,340 6.0% 

Unincorporated County 128,975 169,223 3.1% 182,250 1.1% 

 

 
 

JURISIDICTION 1990 2000 

1990-
2000 

NUMERIC 
GROWTH 

2007 
2000-2007 
NUMERIC 
GROWTH 

TOTAL WAKE 
COUNTY 

426,311 627,846 201,535 832,590 204,744 

All Municipalities 297,336 458,623 161,287 650,340 191,717 

Unincorporated 
County 

128,975 169,223 40,248 182,250 13,027 

% of Unincorporated 
Numeric Growth 

   
20% 

  
6% 
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Service and Program Implications:  Toward Sustainable 
Communities 
 
Wake County Planning staff routinely conducts strategic demographic, 
development and spatial data studies for other county departments, municipal, 
regional, state and federal partners.  Custom research is also performed by staff 
for non-profit organizations, business owners and Wake County residents.   These 
various datasets help policy-makers and decision-makers craft sustainable 
communities principles and programs that: 
 

 Create walkable neighborhoods 
 Preserve resource lands (open space, forests, farms, critical watersheds) 
 Direct development towards existing urban, suburban core areas 
 Provide a variety of transportation choices, including in rural areas 
 Improve air quality and reducing fuel consumption 

 
These actions will lead to the improved health, well-being and quality of life for 
Wake County residents and commuters. 
 
The following trend analyses of emerging issues are examples of the types of 
research and reporting support provided to external customers.   
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These demographic components and others noted previously in this report ï urban growth and 
population density ï influence program delivery and design decisions for Wake County 
departments.   They affect housing type, development code provisions, and land use strategies for 
planning sustainable, functional and desirable residential, working, educational, and recreational 
activity centers. Issues pertaining to transporting people, goods and services and environmental 
resources conservation and protection also arise when resolving impacts associated with 
increased densities and more intense development. 
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