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Matk your Calendars!

Rain Barrel Workshops - October 17
Lake Crabtree County Park
Haunting at Harris: Land of Oz ¢ October 17
Harris Lake County Park
Canine Carnival - October 31
Crowder District Park
Nature Journaling - November 8
American Tobacco Trall
Fall Family Fun a Yates Mill - November 21*
- Historic Yates Mill County Park ]
Sleigh Rides and €ider - December 5
L Historic Oak:\/jew County Park /
tG‘émm'd Night SL.(y .V'ew'ng - December 14 The Quarterly is available online!
Blue Jay Point County Park ;‘ Sign up for email notifications today by
Holiday Wrap Up - December 26January 17 . A visiting www.wakegov.com/parks and
Blue Jay Point County Park, Harris Lake EODPEODOT w?) 6O w,
County Park, and Lake Crabtree County Park

Wake County Parks, Recreation,
and Open Space www.wakegov.com/parks

PO Box 550, Suite 1000
Raleigh, NC 27602 -
(919) 8566679 Your Wake County Park Locations:

American Tobacco Trail Blue Jay Point County Park Crowder District Park Harris Lake County Park
1309 New HiltOlive Chapel Road 3200 Pleasant Union Church Road 4709 TerTen Road 2112 County Park Drive
New Hill, NC 27562 Raleigh, NC 27614 Apex, NC 27539 New Hill, NC 27562
(919) 3872117 (919) 8764330 (919) 6622850 (919) 3874342

Historic Oak View County Park Historic Yates Mill County Park Lake Crabtree County Park
4028 Carya Drive 4620 Lake Wheeler Road 1400 Aviation Parkway
Raleigh, NC 27610 Raleigh, NC 27603 Morrisville, NC 27560

(919) 2501013 (919) 8566675 (919) 4603390



‘ Consolidated Open Space Program

Wood Ducks make  Open Spaces, Special Places e

Wake County offers a high quality of life to its citizens. Qualities that range
education, entertainment, historic, culture, and recreational amenities, as wel
abundance of natural beauty are just some of the reasons Wake County con >

ranks as one of the best places to live in America. The Wake County Openj = /'«{/ f :

program serves its citizens by protecting important natural resources like water § —
wildlife habitat, farmland, and providing areas for low impact outdoor recreation. -

Wetlands are one of the most important natural resources protected through t
space program. Once considered wasteland that should be drained and
wetlands are now better understood in the valuable role they play.

Wetlands perform many functions like providing valuable habitat to many plant and
animal species and filtering and absorbing surface waters to reduce pollution and flooding. Marks Creek is one of Wékepeoiaity
places because it encompasses several protected wetlands created by a series of beaver dams along a small streatrer@aisffloode
timber is home to many animals, including the wood duck.

The wood duck is right at home in this swampy habitat. With its colorful, detailed feather patterns, many consider tektodzed

the most beautiful duck in North Carolina. Although found year round in Wake County, wood ducks do migrate. Duringdhe colc
winter months, many will fly to South Carolina or Georgia. Ducks wintering in Wake County may come from as far away
Pennsylvania or New York. During milder winters, wood ducks hatched in Wake County may not leave, so migration patsns can
depending on the weather.

Regardless of their migration habits, wood ducks begin their nesting activity in late winter. They choose a mate deriagdvigt
mid February, the pair is already house hunting. They are quite particular about their accommodations. Wood duckst likéatgae
hardwood trees that provide natural cavities for nesting. Trees like sycamore, American beech, elm, red maple, tupglo) avket
bald cypress can provide potential homes. Wood ducks prefer trees located in standing water but will nest up to afroite \aatey
if necessary. The availability of hollow trees can be scarce in certain areas, but luckily, wood ducks will readilyigiak reasiing
boxes. The boxes are a great way to provide suitable nesting sites and allow people the opportunity to monitor antimgduabitses

This past winter, the Wake County Chapter of the Delta Waterfowl Club (DWC) began a Wood Duck Nesting program in thee prote
wetlands along Marks Creek. The goals of the program are to provide stewardship to open space property, increase watad) duck r
opportunities and success rates, and to provide an opportunity for community involvement for the club. Under the gilidaBeaef
Hester, a wildlife biologist and photographer, DWC members Jerry Richardson and John Lowdermilk coordinated the project w
included building and installing 11 nesting boxes, providing routine monitoring, and recording of nesting activity. Thevebexes
constructed using cypress wood, which is naturally decay resistant. All the boxes were then installed over standingweateedrid

a post with a metal predator guard to keep raccoons and snakes from getting to the box. Each box was then filled wéttingsdo sh
serve as the nesting base.

| A project like this requires year round effort. Wood ducks are the only North American duck tha
regularly produces multiple broods in one ye
the survival of the species, particularly since the mortality rate is high for ducklings. From February t
| September, the Delta Waterfowl Club members check the boxes, count the eggs, and record tt
¥ findings. A single box can hatch out 2 or more broods in one season. In the fall, DWC membe
|| provide maintenance to the boxes including removing the old nesting materials and replenishing the
with new materials, and making sure the boxes and predator guards are secure and function

properly.

The program has done very well in the first year with 7 successful broods totaling nearly 10
hatchings. In February, many of the wood ducks raised in Marks Creek will return from their winte
migrations and will raise their young and the cycle will continue. Projects like this do/indeed hel,
make open spaces, special places.

Judson Ammons checks nesting box near Marks Creek.
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American Tobacco Trall 7(‘!’

Advance registration is required for all programs.
Please call the park office at: (919) 38117 for registration and information. Mark Your Calendars now for
Check out our website atww.wakegov.corfor directions to each parking area. | Kick off to a Healthy New Year at
the American Tobacco Trail!

Trail Tales Saturday, January 9, 2010;4.pm
Enjoy story time at the American Tobacco Trail! Each story will focus on an item in nature we might see along our easynsérol
section of the trail. Programs wil |l end with a cedrallersforor o
those little ones. Geared toward ages up to 8 years. $3/child with parent or $5/family.
Once There Was a Tree How to be a Nature Detective Stranger in the Woods
By Natalia Romanova by Millicent E. Selsam by Carl R. Sams Il and Jean Stoick
Thursday, October 22; 101 am Thursday, November 12; 110 am Thursday, December 10; 1 am

Have you ever wondered what  As it starts to get cold outside, animals Is there such a thing as a nice and friendly
the lifecycle of a tree stump is? become harder to find but not their tracks! stranger? There is in this book! Come
We 6| | find out Leasnhowdo idemify differert anisnals by discover who the stranger was that the
colorful wildlife book that is the tracks and trails they leave behind as we animals in the woods found and what
filled with different creatures thatclam fiscr at ch o our way t hsurmisegthe strahgerdrodgh!oHelp us /

the stump as their own. We will also our story, weol ma knake a special treatfdr tmeaahimalsrtoa c
enjoy hiking part of the trail in search of and go on a short hike to look for tracks enjoy and take a hike with us to see which
other tree stumps and their stories. along the Tralil. animals are out during the winter.
Meet at the New Hill Parking Lot. Meet at the White Oak Church Parking Lot Meet at the New Hill Parking Lot
Programs at the Programs at the
White Oak Church Parking Lot New Hill Parking Lot
Fee: $3/Person or $5/Family Fee: $3/Person or $5/Family unless otherwise stated
1305 White Oak Church Rd., Apex, NC 27523 1309 New Hill -Olive Chapel Rd., Apex, NC 27502
Migration Mania The Native American Way
,x’;( Saturday, October 3;-20:30 am Sunday, November 1:230 pm
= p: =4 Why do some of our hirds leave us this time North Carolina is rich with Native American history. Learn how
b's

of year? Find out why they do this and howNative Americans once lived, the games they played, and how the)
hard migration can be as we play a fun  relied on their natural surroundings to meet their survival needs.
mi gratory game where the outWeobmel iesxnpdltorae wearyrso whheaatd sy,o up lha

hoped for ! Wedtddktrolt abrkgehe Brail loekiags y participant will make a unique whirligig toy to take home!

for our feathered friends and learning how to identify them. Bring This program i$4/person or $7/family.

your own binoculars or borrow some of ours. ) .
Autumn Bike Ride

Nature Journaling Sunday, November 22:3230 pm
Sunday, November 8:2pm Head on out to the American Tobacco Trail with the family and
Explore your inner artist and observation skills as we takeanugy our bi kes for an afternoon s
close |l ook at items in nat ur estopalangtee wayrtmacheckrogt the excilingrthéngsyhatiare t t
we can observe when we t ake happenngalang tiiesitaibspch asteavesduining dolors, beaverr
All supplies will be provided and each participant will be given activity, deer tracks and more! Participants should be able to ride a
nature journal to use during the program and to take home. distance of two miles. Helmets are required.

Holiday Ornaments from Nature Owl Prowl
Saturday, December 5:230 pm Friday, December 4; 5:36:15 pm
Natural items can be turned into great holiday ornaments arfdwls are actively calling to claim their territory thi ‘v,D
special gifts for friends and family. Help us gather some itenisi me of t he year . Wedl | k a
from nature to be used to create one of a kind ornaments that wifbr owls that might be calling. Learn about the={(((~—=

be cherished for years to come! Some tasty hot chocolate willifferent owls that live in our area, their amazing adaptations, and
keep us warm and get us in the holiday spirit! how to identify them by sight and sound.


http://www.wakegov.com/

\

7>\ Blue Jay Point County Park

Pre-registration is required for all programs. Spaces are limited and classes fill quickly.
Please register soon for guaranteed fun. (919)-8380

Join the ABlue Jay Friendso Email L

bluejaypoint@co.wake.nc.us receive information on programs and volunteer opportuniti

Big Sweep Saturday, October 3 9 afNoon

Join ranks to help clean up the Falls Lake shoreline around Blue Jay Point. Bring work gloves and a water bottle., hascedryour favorite brarjd
of insect repellant is recommended. Clesaelshoes like old sneakers are a must! This is an excellent opportunity faduatiyfamilies, and youth
groups to provide a great community sergiqeay attention, high schooledsktall 8704330 to register now!

Nature Stories Nature Crafts
Theme related stories and activities for parent and child  This craft series for-8 year olds focuses on seasonal nature then
aged 3 5 years. Please make other arrangements for siblings! and related crafts. $8/participant/program.
$4/child/program or $10 for the entire series of three programs. Howl-o-ween
Nature Colors and Shapes Saturday, Oct. 17;-B pm
Wednesday, Oct. 21:4 pmor Saturday, Oct. 24; 201 am Learn all about the reintroduction of Red Wolves into the NC wil

Mother Nature is dressed in an amazing array of colors and shapeand about the expansion of coyotes into NC territory. Print pay
Letds go for a hike and see hoprintsanareusable treatédag toftakenhdnie.

Gobble Gobble! Getting Treed

Wednesday, Nov. 4:2 pmor Saturday, Nov. 7; 201 am Saturday, Nov. 14;-B pm

Join us as we strut down a woodland trail learning about that fantaBtectice your tree ID on a wander through the gorgeous fall woo
feathered fowb the turkey! and then design a fAl eaf crit

Nature Neighbors Holiday Habitat Helpers

Wednesday, Dec. 16:2 pmor Saturday, Dec. 19; 201 am Saturday, Dec. 12;-B pm
Learn about the activities of our winter animal neighbors and maké#tract winter wildlife to your backyard by providing or improving
special treat to invite them to your yard. their habitat. Create outdoor decorations and crafts that are

beneficial to wildlife.

Family Wildlife Series -for truly owildé families
Family Wildlife Series programs are open to all ages, although information and activities are most appropriate for ages 5 and
$5/ family or $3dflkird®nn od{ubaommgpanied aldltgaeetwelcome in our family programs!)

A Little Bit Squirrelly Strictly for the Birds Geminid Night Sky Viewing
Saturday, Oct. 17; 9:3Q1 am Saturday, Nov. 7;-3:30 pm Check out AGeminid
In late October, bushy tails and acorns are  Practice up on backyard bird ID for cold with the Raleigh Astronomy Club
everywhere! Join staff to learn all about weather feeder watching. Make a suet on page 5!
North Carolinabds s talért atraatirdatd your backyard. *
Family Program $5/family. Family Program $5/family ;ﬁ % . x

Kids Conservation Corps for68 6 s

Nature in My Own Back Yard

Learn how to create a wildlife sanctuary in your own back yard! Participants will find out how to recognize and indosgoratdbitat
components close to home as they learn about native animal and plant species requirements. We will conduct evaluatiarkyardgur
and create a hoto blueprint for habitat success. Learn how we can positively influence some of the challenges faced habaaisal
including air and water quality, and invasive spetied of this while engaging in hands activities, educational games and
collaborative projects. Participants can act on what they have learned and apply for a Wildlife Habitat CertificatioiNaiiorthe
Registry of Backyard Wildlife Habitat (fee involved) or simply feel rewarded for having done a good deed for wildlife.eDésign
children who are being homeschooled, this program series for e®j@gllémeet from 13 pm on the first and third Tuesdays otgy
month. $60/participant.

Class Dates:  January 5 & 19 February 2 & 16 March 2 & 16 April 6 & 20



Blue Jay Point County Park 2&

Pre-registration is required for all programs.
Please register soon for guaranteed fun. (919)-&380

Geminid Night Sky Viewing with the Eco -Kids
Raleigh Astronomy Club A 3-day mintcamp for youngsters ages3tyears in which they
Monday, December 14; 7pMidnight learn about a variety of topics through crafts, hikes, stories, snack

and other activities. $25/child; all programs frof fm.
The Geminids Meteorite Shower is caused by the tail of an extinc’

comet, 3200 Pharthon passing FaIIFoIIies. roe
centered just north of the constellation Gemini. The number o _ October 12, 14, & 16;-Bpm _
met eors will increase as the Seeds are falling all around us! Learn about different kinds of fgl!

fruits, who eats them, and how they disperse. Enjoy the fall weath
as we hike through the park in search of nuts, acorns, and othel
autumn treasures.

special equipment to view thetyour naked eye is the best. Dress
warmly and bring a reclining chair or warm blanket to spread ou
on a flat spot on the ground facing northeast and look up. Ther

will be telescopes available to look at other objects in the nigh Migration Mania

sky, Raleigh Astronomy Club members to interpret what you are¢ November 16, 18, & 20-32 pm

seeing, and hot chocolate to keep you warm (while it lasts!). Ca | earn about different animal groups and where they spend their
the main park line 878330 after 5pm for an event update incase wi nt er s . Play some cool game
of questionable viewing conditions. and more.

This event is free, no pregistration is required, and all ages are Eco-Art

welcome. December 7, 9, & 11;-3 pm

Join other kids for fun and games. Learn to reduce and reuse as
spend these afternoons creating nifty crafts from recycled materia

Announcing 20092010 Scout Saturday dates

Blue Jay Point County Park provides an ideal setting for Scout groups to fulfill requirements for environmental aoderédréadges.
Our trails, open areas, lake front, study pond, garden area and classrooms encourage Scouts to discover the worldrafghgature
observation and investigation while learning the value of preservation and conservation. Blue Jay staff members progitieahfo
sessions and guided hikes for Scout groups, as well as assistance to individuals earning special badges or complgtiojgcsyvice
Mont hly themed programs especially for Scout groups amet ¢ a
whil e others are fibackground orientedo enabling scoupt®il15 o

Scouts Advance registration required-call 8764330 for space availability and specific topics covered for your particular scout [grot
Additional service projects and learning opportunities under leader guidance are frequently available in conjunctigedfithSzcut
Saturday program.

October 10 Forestry February 20 Eco-Action
November 21  Wildlife March 13 Plants
January 16 Geology May 15 Water

Advance Registration is Required for all programs.

Fill out the following information and mail form and payment to Appropriate parks.

B American Tobacco Trail 2112 County Park Dr. New Hill, NC 27562 - (919) 3872117 Make check or money order payable to:
O Blue Jay Point County Park 3200 Pleasant Union Church Rd. Raleigh, NC 27614 (919) 8764330
B crowder District Park 4709 TenTen Rd. Apex, NC 27502- (919) 6622850 Wake County Parks
b Har _ !
0 Hfarrls. Lake Cour\ty Park 2112 County Park Dr. New Hill, NC 27562 - (919) 3874342 Total Amount Enclosed: $
Historic Yates Mill County Park 4620 Lake Wheeler Rd. Raleigh, NC 27603 (919) 8566675 . .
0 o o WAIVER: |, for myself or as parent or guardian, hereby assume
Lake Crabtree COUnty Park 1400 Aviation Pkwy. Morrisville, NC 27560 - (919) 4663390 all the risks and hazards incidental to the conduct of the activities
and transportation to and from the activities. | release, absolve
Name Date and _indemnify Wake County, employees of the County,
Last First Ml volunteers, contractors, and/or sponsors from all risks and hazarc
. . associated with the activities and in the event of injury, do
Address Clty State le expressly waive all claims against them. | understand that nc
insurance coverage is provided by Wake County Parks anc
Phone Contact Person Recreationl further release all copyrights for photos taken during
Home Work said programs that may or may not have myself or my child(ren)
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attempts will be madeto contact individuals prior to releasing any
names either in print or otherwise.

Class Title Day / Time Begins / Fee

Sigrattire: Date
(Sign on reverse side also)




