
Then Mouse said to Pig… 
Books that let animals do the talking 

The End of the Beginning          J Avi  
Avon the snail and Edward, a take-charge ant, set off together on a journey to an undetermined 
destination in search of unspecified adventures.  

The World According to Humphrey        J Birney 
Humphrey, pet hamster at Longfellow School, learns that he has an important role to play in  
helping his classmates and teacher.  

The Tale of Despereaux          J DiCamillo  
The adventures of Desperaux Tilling, a small mouse of unusual talents, the princess that he 
loves, the servant girl who longs to be a princess, and a devious rat determined to bring them 
all to ruin. 

The Mouse and the Motorcycle        J Cleary  
A young mouse named Ralph who lives in a hotel becomes friends with a boy named Keith 
who has a toy motorcycle, and finds that the unexpected career of a motorcyclist has opened 
up to him.  

The Chameleon Wore Chartreuse     J Hale  
When hired by a fellow fourth-grader to find her missing brother, Chet Gecko uncovers a 
plot involving a Gila monster's revenge upon the school football team. (Series: Chet Gecko) 

Time Stops for No Mouse         J Hoeye  
When Linka Perflinger, a jaunty mouse, brings a watch into his shop to be repaired and then  
disappears, Hermux Tantamoq is caught up in a dangerous search for eternal youth as he tries 
to find out what happened to her.  

Redwall        J Jacques  
When the peaceful life in and around ancient Redwall Abbey is shattered by the arrival of the 
evil rat Cluny and his villainous hordes, Matthias, a young mouse, determines to find the  
legendary sword of Martin the Warrior which, he is convinced, will help Redwall's  
inhabitants destroy the enemy. (Series: Redwall) 

Babe the Gallant Pig        J King-Smith  
A piglet destined for eventual butchering arrives at the farmyard, is adopted by an old sheep 
dog, and discovers a special secret to success.  



The Capture       J Lasky  
When Soren, a barn owl, arrives at St. Aggie's, a school for orphaned owls, he suspects  
trouble and with his new friend, a clever elf owl named Gylfie, embarks on a perilous journey 
to save all owls from the danger at St. Aggie's. (Series: Guardians of Ga’Hoole) 

A Dog's Life            J Martin  
Squirrel, a stray puppy, tells her life story, from her nurturing mother and brother to making 
her own way in the world, facing busy highways, changing seasons, and humans both gentle 
and brutal.  

Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of Nimh    J O’Brien  
Mrs. Frisby is a mouse whose husband is dead. When a serious problem comes up she turns 
for help to a group of rats who had been imprisoned for several years in a laboratory known 
as NIMH, where various injections had made them wise, long-lived, and inventive.  

The Little Gentleman              J Pearce  
A young girl's dull life is transformed when she meets and befriends an extraordinary talking 
mole that likes to be read to and tell of his own past exploits throughout the centuries.  

Cat Master              J Pemberton 
Buddy and Jett, two cat brothers (one evil, one good), vie for the title of Cat Master as a 
retinue of dogs, cats, a possum, a bird, and a lizard help restore a monarch to his rightful 
throne. 

The Daring Adventures of Penhaligon Brush     J Rogan  
When Penhaligon Brush the fox is summoned by his step-brother to the seaside town of 
Porthleven, he finds immediately upon arrival that his brother is incarcerated in the dungeon 
at Ferball Manor. 

Toes              J Seidler  
After getting lost on Halloween night when he is only a few months old, an intelligent 
seven-toed kitten makes his way into the life of a struggling musician.  

Angus and Sadie             J Voigt  
Angus and Sadie, two siblings that are of mostly border collie heritage, are adopted by a 
young couple and start living on a Maine farm, where they begin to learn sheep herding 
and come to appreciate how they are different from each another.  

The Story of a Seagull and the Cat Who Taught Her to Fly   J Sepulveda 
A seagull, dying from the effects of an oil spill, entrusts her egg to Zorba the cat, who  
promises to care for it until her chick hatches, then teach the chick to fly. 
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