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The Fire-Eaters by David Almond              YA ALMOND 
In 1962 England, despite observing his father's illness and the suffering of the    
fire-eating Mr. McNulty, as well as enduring abuse at school and the stress of the 
Cuban Missile Crisis, Bobby Burns and his family and friends still find reasons 
to rejoice in their lives and to have hope for the future. 

 

Many Stones by Carolyn Coman     YA COMAN 
After her sister Laura is murdered in South Africa, Berry Morgan and her            
estranged father travel there to participate in the dedication of a memorial in her 
name.  
 

A Swift Pure Cry by Siobhan Dowd     YA DOWD 
Coolbar, Ireland, is a village of secrets and Shell, caretaker to her younger brother 
and sister after the death of their mother and with the absence of their father, is not 
about to reveal hers until suspicion falls on the wrong person. 

 
Crossing the Wire by Will Hobbs              YA HOBBS 
Fifteen-year-old Victor Flores journeys north in a desperate attempt to cross the  
Arizona border and find work in the United States to support his family in central 

Mexico.  If you like this one, try La Linea by Ann E. Jaramillo. 

 

Dawn and Dusk by Alice Mead                 YA MEAD 
As thirteen-year-old Azad tries desperately to cling to the life he has 
known, the political situation in Iran during the war with Iraq finally 
forces his family to flee their home and seek safety elsewhere. 
 

Zazoo by Richard Moser                   YA MOSER 
Amid old secrets revealed and rifts healed, a thirteen-year-old Vietnamese 

orphan raised in rural France by her aging "Grand-Pierre" learns about life, death, 
and love. 
 

Bound by Donna Jo Napoli           YA NAPOLI 
In a novel based on Chinese Cinderella tales, fourteen-year-old stepchild    
Xing-Xing endures a life of neglect and servitude, as her stepmother cruelly   
mutilates her own child's feet so that she alone might marry well. 

 

 

 



 

The House of Djinn  
by Suzanne Fisher Staples           YA STAPLES 
An unexpected death brings Shabanu's daughter, Mumtaz, and 
nephew, Jameel, both aged fifteen, to the forefront of an attempt 
to modernize Pakistan, but the teens must both sacrifice their 
own dreams if they are to meet family and tribal           
expectations. Sequel to Shabanu (1989) and Haveli 

(1993).  Another book about Pakistan by Staples:     
Under the Persimmon Tree 

 

Light Years by Tammar Stein                    YA STEIN 
Maya Laor leaves her home in Israel to study astronomy at the University of     
Virginia after the tragic death of her boyfriend in a suicide bombing.  Frequent 
flashbacks provide a strong sense of life in contemporary Israel.  If you like this, 
try Real Time by Pnina Moed Kass. 
 

Refugees by Catherine Stine         YA STINE  
Following the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, Dawn, a sixteen-year-old runaway 
from San Francisco, connects by phone and email with Johar, a gentle, fifteen-year-old    
Afghani who assists Dawn's foster mother, a doctor, at a Red Cross refugee camp in      
Peshawar. 

 

Chanda’s Wars by Allan Stratton         YA STRATTON 
Chandra Kabelo, a teenaged African girl, must save her younger siblings after 
they are kidnapped and forced to serve as child soldiers in General Mandiki's    
rebel army.  Sequel to Chanda’s Secrets. 
 

Climbing the Stairs by Padma Venkatraman   YA VENKATRAMAN 
In India, in 1941, when her father becomes brain-damaged in a non-violent     

protest march, fifteen-year-old Vidya and her family are forced to move in with her father's 
extended family and become accustomed to a totally different way of life. 
 

Chu Ju's House by Gloria Whelan                                   YA WHELAN 
In order to save her baby sister, fourteen-year-old Chu Ju leaves her rural home 
in modern China and earns food and shelter by working on a sampan, tending 
silk worms, and planting rice seedlings, while wondering if she will ever see her 
family again. 
 

The Night of the Burning : Devorah's Story  
by Linda Press Wulf                  YA WULF 
Still sad and frightened after living in Poland through World War I and the      
Russian Revolution, twelve-year-old Devorah Lehrman, her younger sister, and 
other Jewish orphans travel with Isaac Ochberg to South Africa and make a new 
start.  
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