
Laika by Nick Abadzis  
Nick Abadzis masterfully blends fact and fiction as he recounts Laika’s journey - from the streets of Moscow to the Soviet space 
program, and then to her fateful final journey on Sputnik 2. Moving words and powerful pictures relate the history of this mo-
mentous event and the political landscape surrounding it, through the life of this small, curly-tailed dog. Poignant and authentic, 
Laika's story speaks straight to the heart.  

 
The Plot by Will Eisner  
Eisner's final graphic novel examines the tangled history of The Protocols of the Elders of Zion, a piece of anti-Semitic propaganda (with 
its origins in several generations of libel and plagiarism) that's been circulating for the past century. Eisner, who died earlier this 
year, was one of the patron saints of American comics, and his artwork improved as he got older. The ink-wash drawings here are 
among his most exquisite work, and his characters have the kind of grandly expressive, minutely observed body language that was 
his specialty.  
 

The Photographer by Emmanuel Guibert and Didier Lefèvre  
This documentary graphic novel brings together starkly beautiful black and white photographs taken by Lefèvre, intimate draw-
ings by Guibert, skillful design by Lemercier and a vibrant translation and thorough introduction by Siegel. In 1986, photogra-
pher Lefèvre was hired by Doctors Without Borders to document a mission into northern Afghanistan. Along the way, he and 
the doctors, guides and interpreters with whom he traveled endured physical hardship and the fracas of war. In one memorable 
scene, the group must cross an open plateau where Russian planes fired on the previous caravan. Photographs acting as panels 
emphasize the vast openness of the plateau, while drawings allow a glimpse of the small human gestures of the travelers.  

 
Yossel: April 18, 1943 by Joe Kubert  
This gripping account of WWII's Warsaw ghetto uprising explores what might have been if the author's family had not emi-grated 
to America. Yossel is a teenage boy with a gift for art, and in another time, another place he could have been a great artist. But as a 
Jew in Nazi-occupied Poland, he has no rights and no future. Depicted through poignant, pencil-style sketches, this is a story of 
horror and degradation, defiance and human dignity. a fascinating and provocative reminder of the lingering psychological effects of 
war.  
 

300 by Frank Miller  
An emperor amasses an army of hundreds of thousands, drawn from two continents, to invade a third continent and con-
quer a tiny, divided nation. Only a few hundred warriors stand against them. Yet the tiny nation is saved. It sounds like the 
plot of a preposterous fantasy novel. It is historical fact. In 481-480 B.C., King Xerxes of Per-sia raised forces in Asia and 
Africa and invaded Greece with an army so huge that it "drank rivers dry." Then they entered the mountain pass of Ther-
mopylae and encountered 300 determined soldiers from Sparta....  

 
Exit Wounds by Rutu Modan  
Winner of the 2008 Eisner Award for Best Graphic Novel. Set in modern-day Tel Aviv, a young man, Koby Franco, re-ceives an 
urgent phone call from a female soldier. Learning that his estranged father may have been a victim of a suicide bombing in Hadera, 
Koby reluctantly joins the soldier in searching for clues. His death would certainly explain his empty apartment and disconnected 
phone line. As Koby tries to unravel the mystery of his father's death, he finds himself piecing together not only the last few months 
of his father's but his entire identity. With thin, precise lines and luscious watercolors, Rutu Modan creates a 
portrait of modern Israel, a place where sudden death mingles with the slow dissolution of family ties.  
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Safe Area Gorazde: The War in Eastern Bosnia 1992-1995 by Joe Sacco  
Sacco's 240-page opus about the war in the former Yugoslavia. Sacco spent four months in Bosnia in 1995-1996, immersing 
himself in the human side of life during wartime, researching stories rarely found in conventional news coverage. The book 
focuses on the Muslim enclave of Gorazde, which was besieged by Bosnian Serbs during the war. Sacco spent four weeks in 
Gorazde, entering before the Muslims trapped inside had access to the outside world, electricity or running water.  
 

Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi  
Wise, funny, and heartbreaking, Persepolis is Marjane Satrapi’s memoir of growing up in Iran during the Islamic Revolution. 
In powerful black-and-white comic strip images, Satrapi tells the story of her life in Tehran from ages six to fourteen, years 
that saw the overthrow of the Shah’s regime, the triumph of the Islamic Revolution, and the devastating effects of war with 
Iraq. The intelligent and outspoken only child of committed Marxists and the greatgranddaughter of one of Iran’s last em-
perors, Marjane bears witness to a childhood uniquely entwined with the history of her country.  

 
Age of Bronze: A Thousand Ships by Eric Shanower  
The first part of a seven-volume graphic novel about the Trojan War. Shanower has researched every imaginable source about 
the war, from ancient legends to medieval romances to contemporary scholarship, and synthesized them into a fantas-tically 
rich narrative. He's also delved into the architectural history of Mycenaean Greece, so that the dress and settings in the book 
look like Bronze Age artifacts, rather than the Classical Greek styles normally associated with the story. The book begins with 
the story of Paris, the milk-white bull and the kidnapping of Helen, and goes up to the start of the war.  
 

In the Shadow of No Towers by Art Spiegelman  
The artist believes the world really ended on Sept. 11, 2001—it's merely a technicality that some people continue to go 
about their daily lives. He provides a hair-raising and wry account of his family's frantic efforts to locate one another on 9/11 
as well as a morbidly funny survey of his trademark sense of existential doom. "I'm not even sure I'll live long enough," says a 
chain-smoking, cartoon-mouse Spiegelman, "for cigarettes to kill me." The book is a visceral tirade against the Bush ad-
ministration and, when least expected, an erudite meditation on the history of the American newspaper comic strip, born 
during the fierce circulation wars of the 1890s right near the World Trade Center site in lower Manhattan.  

 
Maus: A Survivor’s Tale by Art Spiegelman  
Told with chilling realism in an unusual comic-book format, this is more than a tale of surviving the Holocaust. Spiegelman 
relates the effect of those events on the survivors' later years and upon the lives of the following generation.Each scene opens 
at the elder Spiegelman's home in Rego Park, N.Y. Art, who was born after the war, is visiting his father, Vladek, to record 
his experiences in Nazi-occupied Poland. The Nazis, portrayed as cats, gradually introduce increasingly repressive measures, 
until the Jews, drawn as mice, are systematically hunted and herded toward the Final Solution. Vladek saves him-self and his 
wife by a combination of luck and wits, all the time enduring the torment of hunted outcast.  

 
Deogratias, a Tale Of Rwanda by J.P. Stassen  
Deogratias means "thanks be to God," and it's the name of a boy coming of age in Rwanda in 1994. He is just figuring out 
what it means to be a man, and wrestling with the feelings he harbors toward two sisters, Apollinaria and Benina. The sisters 
are themselves struggling to establish their own place in society and understand the difficult decisions their mother, Venetia, 
has made—Apollinaria's real father is a white Catholic priest, and Venetia has been forced to leave the country to save her 
daughters. But Deogratias is Hutu, and they are Tutsi, a simple fact that renders all of their internal battles irrelevant.  

 
Pride of Baghdad by Brian K. Vaughan  
A heartbreaking look at what it's like to live in a war zone. Inspired by true events, this story tells of four lions that escape 
from the Baghdad Zoo during a bombing raid in 2003 and encounter other animals that offer unique perspectives, such as a 
tortoise that survived World War I. They begin to question the nature of freedom. Can it be achieved without being earned? 
What is its price? What do the lions owe the zookeepers who took care of them at the cost of keeping them in cap-tivity? 
Where should they go? What should they eat? The four lions soon realize that a desert city is nothing like the grassy savannas 
of their memories. Their experiences mirror those of the Iraqi citizens displaced by the conflict. .  

 
Jimmy Corrigan, the Smartest Kid on Earth by Chris Ware  
Ware's graphically inventive, wonderfully realized novel-in-comics follows the sad fortunes of four generations of 
phleg-matic, defeated men while touching on themes of abandonment, social isolation and despair within the sweeping 
depiction of Chicago's urban transformation over the course of a century. Ware uses Chicago's World's Colombian 
Exposition of 1893, the great world's fair that signaled America's march into 20th-century modernity, as a symbolic 
anchor to the city's development and to the narrative arc of a melancholic family as haplessly connected as are Chicago's 
random sprawl of streets and neighborhoods.  
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