THE REAL WORLD

Wing Nut J Auch

When twelve-year-old Grady and his mother relocate yet again, they find
work taking care of an elderly man, who teaches Grady about cars, birds,
and what it means to have a home.

The Seven Wonders of Sassafras Springs J Birney
Eben McAllister searches his small town to see if he can find anything com-
parable to the real Seven Wonders of the World.

The Unknowns J Carey

When people start vanishing from a godforsaken trailer park next to the
Folsom Energy Plant, two eleven-year-olds investigate using mathematical
clues that were hastily planted by their friend Mrs. Clarke before she disap-
peared.

Al Capone Does My Shirts J Choldenko

A twelve-year-old boy hamed Moose moves to Alcatraz Island in 1935 when
guards' families were housed there, and has to contend with his extraordi-
nary new environment in addition to life with his autistic sister.

Frindle J Clements
When he decides to turn his fifth grade teacher’s love of the dictionary
around on her, clever Nick Allen invents a new word and begins a chain of
events that quickly moves beyond his control.

The Girl Who Threw Butterflies J Cochrane
Eighth-grader Molly's ability to throw a knuckleball earns her a spot on the
baseball team, which not only helps her feel connected to her recently de-
ceased father, who loved baseball, it helps in other aspects of her life, as
well.

Waiting for Normal J Connor
Twelve-year-old Addie tries to cope with her mother's erratic behavior and
being separated from her beloved stepfather and half-sisters when she and
her mother go to live in a small trailer by the railroad tracks on the out-
skirts of Schenectady, New York.

Granny Torrelli Makes Soup J Creech

With the help of her wise old grandmother, twelve-year-old Rosie manages
to work out some problems in her relationship with her best friend, Bailey,
the boy next door.




Because of Winn-Dixie J DiCamillo
Ten-year-old India Opal Buloni describes her first summer in the town of
Naomi, Florida, and all the good things that happen to her because of her
big ugly dog Winn-Dixie.

Models Don’t Eat Chocolate Cookies J Dionne
Overweight thirteen-year-old Celeste begins a campaign to lose weight in
order to make sure she does not win the Miss HuskeyPeach modeling chal-
lenge.

The Secret Language of Girls J Dowell

Marylin and Kate have been friends since nursery school, but when Marylin
becomes a middle school cheerleader and Kate begins to develop other in-
terests, their relationship is put to the test.

The Gollywhopper Games J Feldman
Twelve-year-old Gil Goodson competes against thousands of other children
at extraordinary puzzles, stunts, and more in hopes of a fresh start for his
family, which has been ostracized since his father was falsely accused of
embezzling from Golly Toy and Game Company.

Joey Pigza Loses Control J Gantos
Joey goes to spend the summer with the hard-drinking father he has never

known and tries to help the baseball team he coaches win the champion-
ship.

Flush J Hiaasen

With their father jailed for sinking a river boat, Noah Underwood and his
younger sister, Abbey, must gather evidence that the owner of this floating
casino is emptying his bilge tanks into the protected waters around their
Florida Keys home.

Operation Yes J Holmes

In her first ever teaching job, Miss Loupe uses improvisational acting exer-
cises with her sixth-grade students at an Air Force base school, and when
she experiences a family tragedy, her previously skeptical class members
use what they have learned to help her, her brother, and other wounded
soldiers.

Rules J Lord
Frustrated at life with an autistic brother, twelve-year-old Catherine longs
for a normal existence but her world is further complicated by a friendship
with a young paraplegic.




Call Me Hope J Olson

In Oregon, eleven-year-old Hope begins coping with her mother's verbal
abuse by devising survival strategies for herself based on a history unit
about the Holocaust, and meanwhile she works toward buying a pair of pur-
ple hiking boots by helping at a second-hand shop.

The Higher Power of Lucky J Patron

Fearing that her legal guardian plans to abandon her to return to France,
ten-year-old aspiring scientist Lucky Trimble determines to run away while
also continuing to seek the Higher Power that will bring stability to her life.

All of the Above J Pearsall

Five urban middle school students, their teacher, and other community
members relate how a school project to build the world's largest tetrahe-
dron affects the lives of everyone involved.

Clementine J Pennypacker
While sorting through difficulties in her friendship with her neighbor Marga-
ret, eight-year-old Clementine gains several unique hairstyles while also
helping her father in his efforts to banish pigeons from the front of their
apartment building.

Paint the Wind J Ryan

After her overprotective grandmother has a stroke, Maya, an orphan,
leaves her extremely restricted life in California to stay with her mother's
family on a remote Wyoming ranch, where she discovers a love of horses
and encounters a wild mare that her mother once rode.

There’'s a Boy in the Girl’s Bathroom J Sachar

An unmanageable, but lovable, eleven-year-old misfit learns to believe in
himself when he gets to know the new school counselor, who is a sort of
misfit too.

Night of the Howling Dogs J Salisbury

In 1975, eleven Boy Scouts, their leaders, and some new friends camping
at Halape, Hawaii, find their survival skills put to the test when a massive
earthquake strikes, followed by a tsunami.

Mudyville J Scaletta

For twenty-two years, since a fateful baseball game against their rival town,
it has rained in Moundville, so when the rain finally stops, twelve-year-old
Roy, his friends, and foster brother Sturgis dare to face the curse and form
a team.

The Mailbox J Shafer




When twelve-year-old Gabe tries to hide his uncle's death from the local
authorities, he is not prepared for what happens when this secret is discov-
ered.

Emma-Jean Lazarus Fell Out of a Tree J Tarshis

A quirky and utterly logical seventh-grade girl named Emma-Jean Lazarus
discovers some interesting results when she gets involved in the messy
everyday problems of her peers.

Listen! J Tolan
During her solitary convalescence from a crippling accident, twelve-year-old
Charley finds a wild dog, and the arduous process of training him leads her
to explore her feelings about her mother's death two years earlier.

Each Little Bird That Sings J Wiles

Comfort Snowberger is well acquainted with death since her family runs the
funeral parlor in their small southern town, but even so the ten-year-old is
unprepared for the series of heart-wrenching events that begins on the first
day of Easter vacation with the sudden death of her beloved great-uncle
Edisto.

Amalee J Williams
Amalee is being raised by her single father and his group of eccentric
friends, and when he becomes seriously ill everyone pitches in to try to
cope with the ensuing fear and chaos.

Adam Canfield of the Slash J Winerip

While serving as co-editors of their school newspaper, middle-schoolers
Adam and Jennifer uncover fraud and corruption in their school and in the
city's government.

Escape Under the Forever Sky J Yohalem

As a future conservation zoologist whose mother is the United States Am-
bassador to Ethiopia, thirteen-year-old Lucy uses her knowledge for sur-
vival when she is kidnapped and subsequently escapes.

Niagara Falls, or Does It? J Winkler
Fourth-graders Hank, Ashley, and Frankie are excitedly preparing for a
magic show at the Rock 'N Bowl when Hank's creative alternative to an
English essay lands him in detention and grounded the week of the show.
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